Digital Archive

. . - digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org
International History Declassified

W Wilson
Center

December 5, 1987
Mikhail Gorbachev to Fidel Castro

Citation:

"Mikhail Gorbachev to Fidel Castro", December 5, 1987, Wilson Center Digital Archive,
Archive of the Cuban Armed Forces. Obtained and contributed to CWIHP by Piero
Gleijeses and included in CWIHP e-Dossier No. 44.
https://wilson-center-digital-archive.dvincitest.com/document/118112

Summary:

Mikhail Gorbachev was the General Secretary of the Communist Party of the Soviet
Union.

Credits:

This document was made possible with support from Leon Levy Foundation
Original Language:

Spanish

Contents:

Original Scan
Translation - English


digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org

Wilson Center Digital Archive Original Scan

PO Y

- Dee 5, 1327 CF

Querido compaflero PFidel:

—p—

Te digo sinceramente y como amigo que tu carta enviasda_en respuesta
a las consideraciones expregadas por nosgsotros en cuanto gl traslado

de un contlngente complementario de tropas cubanas a Angola me dego
preocupado. Tu inguietud xegpecfo a Tog problemas gbordados se hlZO
_&@-

Ante todo guisiera decir que por supuesto nogsotros de ningunsg maners
10 poxr sup S 1 , anera
considergmos este episodio concreto comg glgo parecids § una crisis
S . - N il
de confianzae en nuestras relaciones. Tanto nosotros como ustedes sa-

o

bemos bien que lgg relaciones sovietico-cubanas estan basadas en una
“mlstad Iraterndl de muchos afios v se caracterizgn por unag 51ngu1ar

pp

q1nce*1dad v oonflanza.

LL

Durante tu estancig en Moscu en los festejos del 70 gniversario de

la Gran Revolucion de Octubre nogotros intercambiamos de opiniohes
AT -

. L . ’ )
sobre ung agmplis gama de cuestiones, incluyendo la situacion en An-

s . o 7 . « ’ '

| cola. Se me formo la impresion de que la situacion en ese pals es

} comnllcada‘pero no requiere medidas extraordinarias. Por 10 tanto

1 1u noticia somre 1g de0151on de Cuba de enviar g Angola un contln~

| gente adicional de tropas fue para nosotros, lo digo sin rodeos, una
| verdadere sorpresa.
|
|

| Es posgible que sus acciones hayan sido cooxdinadas con Dos Santos
pero$"no Obsgtante, me resulta diffcil entendexr como_tal de0181on
podria ser tomada sin nosotros cusndo yg hace mucho existe la prac—

ticaz de consultas trlpartltas pars elaborgr ung politica coordlnada
en los asuntos angolanos.

En cuanto a la direccion de lag perac1ones m;l;ig;ggﬂggggaitas en
Angolg Dart;mos_g&Voue 3 se . xre ; base de una estrecha coope-
vacién entre el mapdg angolano v el mando cubanpo y los consejeros
mllltares sov1etlcos. gucede que las operaciones planeadas no llevan

81empre al exito, L Bn la puerrs puede pasar todo. Me parece que ahora
ante todo ﬁaJ que_proceder trgnguila y sopeuadamente, es decir en-
friar las pasiones.
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Al mismo tiempo es evidente que el desarrollo de las acclonesg mi-

o ’

6;‘:‘ By )

lltares en Angola _exige una sustancial megorla de 1lg coordlna01on

ey

entre nuestros representantes militares y 1lg elgboracion de uh en-

R

foque uniforme respecto a la planlflca01on de las Operaclones fili-
tares. Pienso que compartes este punto de vigta, Por nuestra parte

R B

enviamos la orden & nuestros representantes militares en Angola res-

R e

pecto a 1a nece81dad de la mas estrechs colabor801on en el terreno

o g

con sus companeros en la elaboracion y rdgllza01on de las oper801o-

nes de tropas.

Te pido traslades mi saludo a todos los miembros del Buro gﬂl;ylco
del hexmanp Partido Comunista de Cuba, BSl como a losY1efes mili-

Ay 1

tfres cu@g§3§ querigmplen el deber 1nterna01ogal}sifmgnmég%olg;

Con sgludog de camarada
[ S . b K “y

M, Gorbaohov ¢

o m.-'g/ cw o, = {”

5 de dlClembre de 1987
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Dear Comrade Fidel,
| tell you sincerely and as a friend that your letter [...] left me worried. [...]

First, | want to tell you that we do not consider this episode in any way indicative of a
crisis of confidence in our relations. Both you and | know well that Soviet-Cuban
relations are based on a long-standing fraternal friendship and are characterized by
special sincerity and trust.

During your visit to Moscow for the celebrations of the 70th anniversary of the Great
October Revolution we exchanged views about a broad range of subjects, including
Angola. | got the impression that the situation in that country was complicated but did
not require extraordinary measures. Therefore, the news of Cuba’s decision to send
additional troops to Angola was for us, | say it bluntly, a complete surprise.

Maybe you coordinated with dos Santos but, in any case, | find it hard to understand
how you could have taken such a decision without consulting us, when we have relied
for a long time on tripartite consultations to develop a coordinated policy in Angola.

Regarding the conduct of the military operations in Angola, we assume that they will
be coordinated among the Angolan high command, the Cuban high command and the
Soviet military advisers. It is a fact of life that military operations are not always
successful. In war anything can happen. | think that we must now proceed calmly and
deliberately in order to cool the passions.

At the same time we must significantly improve the coordination between our various
military representatives when planning future military operations in Angola. | think
that you share this desire. For our part, we have ordered our military representatives
in Angola to maintain the strictest collaboration on the ground with their [Cuban]
comrades in the elaboration and implementation of military operations.

[...]

With comradely greetings,
M. Gorbachev
5 December 1987



