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Summary:

A telegram from United States Interests Section in Havana to Secretary of State Shultz
describing Cuban reactions to reports that UNITA captured the strategic Angolan town of
Cuito Cuanavale, capital city of Cuando Cubango. Cuban press call such claims false and
lies of the racist South Africans. 
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Wilson Center Digital Archive Transcript - English

In response to widely circulating reports that UNITA forces have seized the strategic
Angolan town of Cuito Cuanavale, the Cuban Ministry of Revolutionary Armed Forces
(MINFAR) has released a statement that appears on the front page of the January 28
edition of the Communist Party daily Granma. USINT's informal translation of the
statement, entitled "MINFAR gives the lie (to assertions) that the South African racists
and the bandits of UNITA have taken Cuito Cuanavale", follows:

Begin text:

In the last few days, Western media, including the anti-Cuban station that is financed
and controlled by the government of the United States, have echoed and beaten on
the drum of the supposed seizure by the bandits of UNITA and the South African
racists of Cuito Cuanavale, capital city of the Province of Cuando Cubango. In the
People's Republic of Angola on the 22nd of January, the Ministry of Revolutionary
Armed Forces of Cuba state that, as the Angolan authorities have already expressed,
such assertions are absolutely false and that the positions of the People's Armed
Forces of Liberation of Angola (FAPLA) are being solidly maintained in the cited place
after repulsing the unsuccessful attempts of the mixed force of UNITA and South
African racists to occupy Cuito Cuanavale.

Also absolutely false is the information that the alluded to sources have published
about the supposed casualties of Cuban military personnel in such actions.

End text.


