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Summary:

A Cuban Defense Ministry communiqué details the “heroic defense” by Cuban and
Angolan troops of Cuito Cuanavale against a South African onslaught.  The brunt of the
fighting was done by local Angolan forces, which successfully managed to repel the
South African invaders. 
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Wilson Center Digital Archive Transcript - English

The March 18th edition of the Cuban Communist Party Daily Granma front-pages a
defense ministry communiqué detailing the "heroic defense" by Cuban and Angolan
troops of Cuito Cuanavale against a South African onslaught. The communiqué refers
to 39 Cuban casualties. USINT's informal translation follows.

Begin text

Communique of the Ministry of the Revolutionary Armed Forces.

There has been a substantial change in the situation in Angola. For about three and a
half months, South Africa, employing infantry from the counter-revolutionary
organization UNITA, troops from the so-called territorial forces of Namibia and regular
units from its own army, has tried in vain to occupy the town of Cuito Cuanavale,
situated to the west of the river of the same name in the Southeast region of Angola.
Cuito Cuanavale is two hundred kilometers to the Southeast of the city of Menongue,
which is located on the extreme left flank of the lines defended by Cuban troops in
the south of Angola. It was to Cuito Cuanavale, which possesses an airport, that a
group of Angolan brigades retreated in November in the face of the large scale South
African escalation that took place in October. The retreat helped to avoid defeat at
the hands of UNITA in the Mavinga region, approximately 150 kilometers Southeast of
Cuito Cuanavale.

The South Africans attacked Cuito Cuanavale with ample employment of infantry,
tanks, long range heavy artillery and aircraft. Their final objective was to annihilate
the Angolan troops that had grouped there following retreat from UNITA in the
Southeast.

In Cuito Cuanavale there were no Cuban military personnel whatsoever, neither
advisers nor combat units.

At the request of the Angolan government, Cuban advisers were flown in the first
days of December to Cuito Cuanavale, for the FAPLA infantry brigades, the artillery
and tank crews. At the same time, some personnel specializing in artillery and tanks
were flown in.

Almost simultaneously, the Cuban Air Force in Angola was reinforced with a group of
our most experienced pilots, in the middle of January, to counter the persistent South
African attack against Cuito Cuanavale. Cuban mechanized infantry units, tanks and
artillery were sent to this front, to reinforce the heroic combatants of the People's
Armed Forces for the Liberation of Angola (FAPLA). With the collaboration of a limited
number of Cuban advisers and specialists, these forces defended their position.

From the start of December until today, March 17, all enemy attacks against the
unyielding Angolan-Cuban resistance have been smashed to bits.

The heavy artillery and long range attacks launched by the South Africans in this
period against the Cuito Cuanavale area-more than 20,000 projectiles of 150
millimeter caliber-could not reduce in the least the tenacious resistance of its
defenders.

Every effort by the troops of South Africa and its allies to occupy Cuito Cuanavale has
been met by a hail of artillery fire and air strikes. The Cuban-Angolan air squadrons
have played a brilliant and heroic role in the course of combat. The pilots have shown
true prowess attacking ceaselessly and fearlessly the enemy columns and camps.
Their actions have been decisive.



Simply put, South Africa, which announced the capture of this town on January 23,
almost two months ago, has shattered its teeth against the ferocious resistance of
Cuito Cuanavale.

The Angolan soldiers have performed with admirable valor. Because they constitute
the bulk of the defensive forces, the Angolans were involved in the heaviest fighting.
Their units have suffered several hundred dead and wounded. The Cuban forces, from
the arrival on December 5 of the first personnel until March 17, have suffered 39
dead and wounded, whose families have all been duly notified. Most of these losses
took place over the last two months.

The enemy has suffered abundant losses. Based on data compiled from their own
communications and estimates made by Cuban and Angolan leaders; among their
dead and wounded are hundreds of soldiers from the so-called Territorial Forces of
Namibia and hundreds more from the white regulars of South Africa itself. In the last
16 days, there has been no new South African attempt to occupy Cuito Cuanavale.

The racists of South Africa have been taught an unforgettable lesson. By stopping
cold the forces of racism and apartheid, the heroic Angolan and Cuban combatants of
Cuito Cuanavale have become an extraordinary symbol of the dignity of the people of
Africa, and of the world.

End text.


