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Chinhae, Korea
June 16, 1954

WE HAVE COMMUNISM ON THE RUN IN THE PHILIPPINES

" by, Jose M, Hernandez, Chief Philipnine Delegation
‘Asien Peonles’vAnt1~Communist Conference

A ereat nany peonle_have snid time and aeain that the Philipnines is
the one hrieht smot in the Pacific in the fisht ngninst Commnisn, This 1s
largely true because we can say with ahsolute certainty that the najor
nilitary onerations ag&;nst organized dissidence have stonmed, The backhone
of the Communist moyement in the Phiiinnines has been bquen and only a few
hundred Hukbalahwns or HUKS for short remain in the hills and caves, They
have become wandering marauders, living at best'a hand-to-nouth existence,
vreying on innocent civilinns, and raiding solitary v;11a£85 when the occas-
ion offers, They are a noorly organize?, demoralized, and comnletely home-
-less eroun, To all intenfs and nurnoses their only salvation lies in
surrender to the government‘of the Republic of the Philinﬁines.

If these die-hard remnants of a once powerful and methodical striking
force were to give up their arms, return to the ways of neace, nnd face
trial, they might live to see themselves setqud on a piece of lﬁnd wh;ch
they can cnll their own—to have and to hold—ti1l thg end of their lives,
But if they wersist as lawless bandits in the mountesins, they must foce
starvation or death from the nilitary forces.

Perhans this nicture of the face of Comrunism in the Philinnines will
induce the outsider to conclude that the government ~nd neople of our island
Remublic have no more'reasoﬂ to worry and that ‘they can rest secure that

'Communism will always be as far as the moon and will never disturd our neace
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and hapniness, That would be a wrong conclusion, We afe deeply aware of
the dtfinitive threai of Gommunisn on Gur shores, We know that the bastions
of freedon have fallen and are still falling tenenth the iron heel of the
Corranist ageressor all aver éhe continent of Asin, We cénnot disreﬁérd the
fact that Indo-China is just three air-hours fron the-fhilinpines qnd thit
Hongkong and,Taineh lie on;y'a-few mndred niles fron Mapila. wa ip che
Phi lipnines know that the bell tolls not only fof the Asian-neoples around
us but also for us Filininos, It is our fervent nrayer that when that bel;‘
tolls it shall nat be for ignominious death and frustration but for the con~-
sutnation of the drean of liberty and democracy in the Oricnﬁ. '
~ Comnunisn is on the ™n in the Philinnines_mqinly because of our ébidipg
faith in God Who rules the destinies of nations, This faith has been unshaé.
kable for the last four mndred years, And we know that God Will not abandon
us in this hour of grave neril because God knows that Conrunign is thé ﬁbét_
dreadful enemy not only of man but élso of God Hinself. And we in the Phili-
pnines nray with our hearts that all brave men who are fighting Comﬁmnlsm
today in thought, word, and deed outside our country.that Ony be definitively
~destroyed, may succeeé in their efforts and finnlly achieve the neace of a
united and free world,
Cowmnisn 1s on the run in qu'Philinnines becruse of the lendershin
A Adynomism of our new President—a man of the neonle, a man of.action but
not of words, sn honest man, a man of God, nn enemy of’internqtional Comrmuni snm,
He has fourht with tonth and neil every effort of the Communist to infiltrote
the ranks of our Army and the offices of our sovernnent, He hns chased the
Huks ~11 over the hills nnd nmunteins of the Philinnines wntil the last cito-
dels of dissidence have heen destroyed, And lately when the notorious leader

of the Conmunists, IUIS TARUC surrendered, President Magsnysay resisted every
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offost w1 th ¢ ullaw tu wako toe of hig wirtvaler tor nrupaganda vuIrmoses,
President Magsaysay has refused to sive Taruc»an interview becguse he knows
hat Tarnc is a common outlaw and should be treated so,

Denocracy has undercone and is underroing a uroéess akin to counter—
reforintion in the Philinpines. The centrnlized,large landed estates traditi-
onally held in - 2odieval feudalisn by absentee landlords have been nurchased
by the governnent and resold at stf and on instalment hagis to the tenants
who have tilled the gsoil for many, many generations, Thus, much of the resent-
nent and even hatred which have caused political disaffection in the vast hos
been renoved, |

Moreover, the new President has taken the government to the neonle in
the villages and remote towns, Fe has started a nrogran for social and
economic amelioration of the masses - the noor and undernrivilered and
forgotten little meonle who form the bulk of our nonulation, Credit is being
extended to the small former as well as the noor laborer, The hungry nre
being fed and the indigent clothed and housed, But with all these nrojects,
we nre still far swny from perfection, There is more work to do, And these °
facts nrobably exnlain why Presiden® Magsaysay could not come when he was
invited sometime aro by the brave and determined President of the Renublic
of Korea, to fom the first Anti-Conmunist Union in Asia,

But there is no question that our hearts are with the neoples who are
determined to he free from hondage to Commnism, The record of our Battalion
Combat Teams in Korea, smnll ~nd instienificont thoush thev may have heen,
stands ns 2n eloguent manifestotion of ohr coomeration not only with Korea
but also with the entire free world,

To heln President Magsaysay in his nainstaking and noble task of uni-
fying his neonle in the strugile agninst Communisb-nnd in imnroving the lot
of the masses civic organizations huve heen established to sprend the nece-

ssary information concerning the real nurvosc of Communism and of its violence o
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"nd diabolical machinntions, For instence there is the Camittee for free
Asia, the citizens Connittee for Good Government, Catholic Action of the '
hilionines, and lately, the Comittee for Philinnine Asriculturnl Develop—
ment ond Rehabilitntion, These'organizntions are teaching the neonle to orga-
nize community centers and to cerry on better nrorrams of health, educational,
and mornl innrovement, 'qumerg_atp heingz organizeﬁ and helped with farn _
imnlerents, fertilizers, and un-to-date aericultural and narketing informatioﬁ.

The orphans of war and the vietins of the HURBALAHAP denradation and
the violence are being rehahilit~ted on small farms in Mindanao by the EDCOR
2 nroject of the Armed Forces of the Philinnines, and finally the Army in
cooneration with UNITED STATES INFORMATION - SERVICE and the knishts of Colunmbus .
"nd other orgnnizations has embarked on 1 nsycolosicnl warfare egainst Communisn,

Conmunism hns hnd 2 history of subversion and dunlicity in the Philinn{nes
a8 in other countries, It startad in 1920 ~nd mathered menbers and gmpathi-
zers 11l over the country for themain murnnse of undermnininz and destroying
the covernment, 1t crent into the labor union, 1t entered the government
througp the back door, it nenetrated society and formed o fichting militarx
force - the HUKBALANAPS. When the government renlized the true ains and nur-
noses of the Conmunist movement it outlawed the Communist Party, the HUKBALAZ
HAPS ~nd 211 Corrmni st oranizotions, Today any member of the Communist Party
18 affedted xnd mut in jail,

relate

But it is s~d to* - - thrt two or thro- orernizetions sprange up just'
before World Wor IT thraush the efforts of the Comunists ~nd there is evid-
ence to show th-t these ~ssoci~tions ~re beins used ~g a front by Comrmnisn,
Unwittinezly merhons, intellectunl nen of my rzeneration hove been nttracted to
these orfonizations ~nd it is this ~roun of intellectual 1liberals whom we
fe~r now, Althourh the evidence th~t these oranizations are Conmunist-
imsnired h~s not heen sufficiently substontisted still there is 2 rrent denl
of susniclon anonast us thot they are being used as tools in the ideolorical
war ~sainst Comnunism, |

afainst

Recent events secn to confirm our fenrs, The fight - iast Comnunisn in
the Philinnines has nassed the nilitary nhase, for our 1nnd, sea and air
forces hwve defented the Coumunists everywhere, There are only two or three

hold-out lenders in the mountains.' : n
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ﬁe shall ret them too, But today the dancer lies in the noliticnl vhase of the
Conmnist onerntions, Comunists are stenlthily creening like o thief in the

nicht into the newsnoner columns, in magazing,in-our covernment s Well as in

society in seneral, Ana these youns intellectuals are being seeretly morghae

1led into action nerhang without their knowledre by tried and tested Cobmunist
saboteurs,

Another dancer lies in the illesm1 _entry into our country of Chinesc
Conmmists fron Hﬂinnn 1sland, Hongkons, the Chinese minl-nd, and Indonesin,
The Philinpnines consistg of 7,023 islands, It is nhysically 1mnoss;ble to
fuard each and everyone of thew, Chinese Comrmuinists dissuise as traders and
sldwly but surelv work themselves into the life and occun-tion of the
Philinpines, These Chincse Communists influence thellocwl patriotic Chinese
and even amass £old and. silver which they smugrle out of the country to
Comunist China, This constitutes another danger,

Sore weeks ~£0 o red alort was announced in Taipeh nnd . yellow nlert .
in Clork field in the Philinpines, W ~p- that ne~r to Commnisn, ~Therefore,

.\1et no one think thot becquse of our currcnt success in defeating Cowmunigm
we are resting on our lsurcls, We share with the free world the hones apd
fears of the nresent era, We believe tht in this 1ife-and—donth strussle
there connot b2 a neutrnl No-Man's Land, This is n battle to the hdtter end,
This is a2 conflict between £004 and evil, hetween richt and __wrons, hetween
EIE&QEE and Cormunism, We have nade onr choice; nnd we shnll cnst our lot
with ~11 men is Asin who are not afraid to die becwse they are too broud

to let 1iterty werish in our tine and reneration, LONG LIVE ASIA FOR FREEDOY,



