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(Translation)

New York, February 17, 1979

cellency,

Upon instructions from the Government of the People's
public of China and in accordance with Article 51 of the U.N.
arter, I have the honour to transmit to you herewith the full
xt of the Statement issued by the Xinhua News Agency on
bruary 17, 1979 upon authorization of the Chinese Government
d request that this letter and the statement be circulated as

official document of the General Assembly under the item
titled "Report of the Security Council".

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest

.sideration.

(Signed) CHEN Chu
Permanent Representative of the
People's Republic of China

to the United Nations

:ncy Mr. Kurt Waldheim,

teneral of the United Nations
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STATEMENT BY XINHUA NEWS AGENCY UPON
AUTHORI ZATION _
FERRAARY '7, 177/
L - THE XINHUA NEWS
AGENCY IS AUTHORIZED BY THE CHINESE GOVERNMENT TO
ISSUE THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT TODAY:

IGNORING CHINA’S REPEATED WARNINGS, THE VIETNAMESE
AUTHORITIES HAVE OF LATE CONTINUALLY SENT ARMED FORCES
TO ENCROACH ON CHINESE TERRITORY AND ATTACK CHINESE
FRONTIER GUARDS AND INHAB|TANTS, CAUSING A RAPID
DETERIORATION OF THE SITUATION AND SERIOQUSLY THREATE-
NING THE PEACE AND SECURITY OF CHINA’S FRONTIERS.,
DRIVEN BEYOND FORBEARANCE, CHINESE FRONTIER TROOPS
HAVE BEEN FORCED TO RISE IN COUNTERATTACK,

WHILE RECKLESSLY PUSHING AN ANTI-CHINA AND
ANT|—CHINESE POLICY, THE VIETNAMESE AUTHORITIES
HAVE IN THE PAST TWd YEARS CARRIED OUT INCESSANT
ARMED PROVOCATIONS AND HOSTILE ACTIVITIES [N
CHINA’S BORDER AREAS. TREASURING THE FRIENDSHIP
BETWEEN THE CHINESE AND VIETNAMESE PEOPLES AND
EXERCISING RESTRAINT AND FORBEARANCE, THE CHINESE
SIDE HAS REPEATEDLY GIVEN ADVICE AND SERVED
WARNING TO THE VIETNAMESE AUTHORITIES WITH A VIEW
TO AVOIDING A WORSENING OF THE SITUATION. BUT THE
VIETNAMESE AUTHORITIES, EMBOLDENED BY THE SUPPORT
OF THE SOVIET UNION AND MISTAKING CHINA’S RESTRAINT
AND DESIRE FOR PEACE AS A SIGN OF WEAKNESS, HAVE
BECOME MORE AND MORE UNSCRUPULOUS AND KEPT
ESCALATING THEIR ARMED INCURSIONS INTO CHINA’S
BORDER AREAS. THEY HAVE CONCENTRATED MASSIVE
ARMED FORCES ALONG THE SINO-VIETNAMESE BORDER AND
REPEATEDLY ENCROACHED ON CHINA’S TERRITORY. THEY
HAVE FLAGRANTLY LAID MINES AND BUILT DEFENCE WORKS ON
CHINESE TERRITORY, WILFULLY OPENED UP WITH RIFLES
AND GUNS TO DESTROY CHINESE VILLAGES AND KILL
CHINESE SOLDIERS AND CIVILIANS, PLUNDERED CHINESE
PROPERTIES AND ATTACKED CHINESE TRAINS, THUS
CAUSING GRAVE INCIDENTS OF BLOODSHED. ' IN THE PAST
SIX MONTHS ALONE, THE VIETNAMESE HAVE MADE ARMED
PROVOGATIONS ON MORE THAN SEVEN HUNDRED OCCASIONS
AND KILLED OR WOUNDED MORE THAN THREE HUNDRED
CHINESE FRONTIER GUARDS AND |NHABITANTS. BY SUCH
RAMPANT ACTS OF AGGRESSION THE VIETNAMESE
AUTHORITIES HAVE MEANT TO PROVOKE MIL | TARY CON-
FLICTS AND HEIGHTEN TENSION ALONG CHINA'S
SOUTHERN BORDER AND DISRUPT CHINA’S SOCIALIST
MODERN| ZATION PROGRAMME, SUCH ACTS OF AGGRESS|ON
OF VIET NAM, |F ALLOWED TO GO UNCHECKED, WILL NO
DOUBT ENDANGER THE PEACE AND STABILITY OF SOUTHEAST
ASTA AND EVEN THOSE OF THE WHOLE OF ASIA.
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W™ 1s THE CONSISTENT POSITION OF THE CHINESE

vERNVENT AND PEOPLE TﬂAT +WE WILL NOT ATTACK
G0 £sS WE ARE ATTACKED#5IF WE ARE ATTACKED, WE WILL
UNkTAlNLY COUNTERATTACK.+ THE CHINESE FRONT|ER
CEooPs ARE FULLY JUSTIFIED TO RISE IN COUNTER-
TRTACK WHEN THEY ARE DRIVEN BEYOND FORBEARANCE.
M.WANT TO BUILD UP OUR COUNTRY AND NEED A PEACEFUL
wETERNATIONAL ENVIRONMENT. WE WOULD NOT LIKE TO
INGHT- WE DO NOT WANT A SINGLE INCH OF VIET-
“MESE TERRITORY, BUT NEITHER WILL WE TOLERATE
NANTON INCURSIONS INTO CHINESE TERRITORY. ALL
we WANT IS A PEACEFUL AND STABLE BORDER. AFTER
WouNTERATTACKING THE VIETNAMESE AGGRESSORS AS THEY
CESER g, THE CHINESE FRONTIER TROOPS WILL STRICTLY
DEEP 10 DEFENDING THE BORDER OF THEIR OWN COUNTRY.
KEBELlEVE THIS CHINESE POSITION WILL ENJOY THE
wwWATHY AND SUPPORT OF ALL THE COUNTRIES AND PEOPLE
S LOVE PEACE AND UPHOLD JUSTICE,

THE CHINESE AND VIETNAMESE PEOPLES, SYMPA-
41ZING WITH AND SUPPORTING EACH OTHER IN THEIR
TG REVOLUTIONARY STRUGGLES, HAVE FORGED A PROFOUND
LoIENDSH P,  TODAY’S GRAVE ARMED
FRUFLICT BETWEEN CHINA AND VIET NAM IS WHOLLY
CIf MAKING OF THE VIETNAMESE AUTHORITIES ACTING
[ONTRARY TO THE WILL OF THE CHINESE AND VIETNAMESE
SCOPLES. THE CHINESE GOVERNMENT AND PEOPLE TREASURE
"\D UPHOLD THE FRIENDSHIP BETWEEN THE TWO PEOPLES,
TNEY HAVE DONE SO AND WILL CONTINUE TO DO SO IN

FUTURE.

THE CHINESE GOVERNMENT SOLEMNLY DEMANDS THAT
HE VIETNAMESE AUTHORITIES AT ONCE STOP ARMED
INCURSIONS AND ALL ACTS OF PROVOCATION AND SABOTAGE
I\ CHINESE BORDER AREAS, WITHDRAW ALL THEIR ARMED
PERSONNEL FROM THE CHINESE TERRITORY THEY HAVE
ILLEGALLY OCCUPIED AND RESPECT CHINA’S SOVEREIGNTY
ND TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY, THE CHINESE GOVERNMENT
HAS ALWAYS STOOD FOR A FAIR AND REASONABLE SETTLE-
MENT OF THE DISPUTES BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES
THROUGH PEACEFUL NEGOTIATIONS, PAST NEGOTIATIONS
HAVE ALL FAILED BECAUSE OF LACK OF GOOD FAITH ON THE
VIETNAMESE SIDE. THE CHINESE GOVERNMENT NOW PROPOSES
AGAIN THAT THE TWO SIDES SPEEDILY HOLD NEGOTIATIONS
AT ANY MUTUALLY AGREED PLACE BETWEEN REPRESENTATIVES
OF AN APPROPRIATE LEVEL TO DISCUSS THE RESTORATION
OF PEACE AND TRANQUILLITY ALONG THE BORDER BETWEEN
THE TWO COUNTRIES AND PROCEED TO SETTLE THE
DISPUTES CONCERNING THE BOUNDARY AND TERRITORY.
THE CHINESE GOVERNMENT IS PREPARED TO ENTER INTO
CONCRETE NEGOTIATIONS ON ANY CONSTRUCTIVE MEASURES
THAT CAN ENSURE PEACE AND TRANQUILLITY ALONG THE
BORDER BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES.

AT THIS TIME WHEN CHINESE FRONTIER TROOPS
ARE FORCED TO REPULSE VIETNAMESE ARMED INCURSIONS,
TE CHINESE GOVERNMENT APPEALS TO THE VIETNAMESE
THORITIES TO STOP ON THE PRECIPICE, RETRACT

FROM THE WRONG PATH AND DO NOT GO ANY FARTHER.
D |TEM



