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SECRET

THE NATIONAL FRONT IN IRAN

(memo)

[handwritten at the bottom left
of the first page: 5373s/29 October 1949]

According to Tehran newspapers' reports of 24 October a group of Iranian political
figures headed by Dr. Mossadegh have decided to create a so-called "National Front."
A commission has been chosen to draw up a platform and a charter of this
newly-organized political group which is opposed to the government. This fact was
preceded by the struggle of a small group of Iranian political figures of various
persuasions for deputy's seats in the 16th convocation of the Majlis. For example, on
10 October Dr. Mossadegh organized a meeting at which editors and representatives
of large liberal and reactionary Tehran newspapers were present: Dad, Bakhtare
Emruz, Egdam, Setare, Jabhe, Keshvar, and also former deputies of the opposition
minority of the 15th convocation of the Majlis. Those who spoke at this meeting
sharply criticized the lack of freedom of elections to the 16th convocation of the
Majlis.

Dr. Mossadegh, the leader of the "National Front" being organized, is a well-known
political figure of Iran. A 70-year-old large landowner, he also owns several houses in
Tehran which he rents. Mossadegh, a person with a high opinion of himself, and
enjoys authority in Iranian bourgeois nationalist circles and some university youth. He
had held a number of government posts in Iran (Minister of Finance in 1921, Minister
of Foreign Affairs in 1924). He was opposed to Reza Shah and did not occupy
government posts before 1941.

After 1941, heading the opposition in the Majlis, Dr. Mossadegh spoke against Seyyed
Ziaeddin, Sadr's government, against Qavam, and the American adviser Millspaugh.

At the same time, Mossadegh is an opponent of truly friendly relations with the USSR
and the democratic movement in Iran. In 1927 together with Taghizade he introduced
an amendment to the protocol of the Soviet-Persian Treaty of Neutrality and
Nonaggression according to which Persia was to first meet not the obligations of the
Soviet-Persian pact but obligations with respect to the League of Nations.

Then the deputies rejected this amendment.

On 2 December 1944 he opposed granting an oil concession to the Soviet Union, and
submitted a well-known bill essentially directed against the USSR which was adopted
by the Majlis. It is characteristic that when Deputy Rakhimiyya offered his bill to
revoke the British oil concession in Iran and suggested that Mossadegh, who called
himself a patriot, be the first to sign this bill Mossadegh refused to do this.

Other people who pass themselves off as nationalists are also taking part in the
creation of the "National Front" along with Mossadegh. They include: former deputy
Dr. Begai, who sharply criticized the government in the Majlis; Nariman, famous in the
past for his sympathies toward the Americans; Amir Alai, a relative of Qavam's; Khalili
and Senjabi, who are connected with the British and hostile to the USSR.

The makeup of the organizers of the "National Front" give reason to think that:



1. Mossadegh's group primarily pursues the goal of getting deputy's seats in the
Majlis. The inclusion in the group of such people as Hasan Sadr, Khalili, and Senjabi,
known for their pro-British orientation, gives reason to suppose that pro-British
elements had a hand in the creation of the "National Front."

2. Judging from press reports, the Iranian government is not yet hindering the
measures of Mossadegh's group. This can be explained by a desire of the ruling
clique of Iran to create at least the appearance of "democratic" elections to the 16th
convocation of the Majlis.

[signed] M. [Maksimov]
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