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Diary entry recording a conversation between A. Lavrent'yev and Iranian Ambassador to
USSR Nader Arasteh on the topic of the funeral for Reza Shah. Arasteh expresses that
Iran took insult at the fact that there was no Soviet representative at the ceremony and
the Soviet embassy did not fly its flag at half mast. Lavrent'yev defends the Soviet
position on the grounds that there is no international norm for these matters, and that
Reza Shah cooperated with Nazi Germany.

Credits:

This document was made possible with support from Leon Levy Foundation
Original Language:

Russian

Contents:

Original Scan
Translation - English


digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org

Wilson Center Digital Archive Original Scan

w7 v yag 1950 I‘éila

W £%?i‘/AH~

i (

iy

10 mag 1950 rora.

CeropHs mpuean ApacTe mo ero npochGe;

Apacre sagBun, 4YTO HA-JHAX B HpéHe cocweaﬁdéﬁ'nepemé$'
~HEH.HOXQPOH Pesa maxa; 29 anpenﬂ C,F. B PaseTe "Haaecwgﬁ“‘
hémﬁa'omyﬁnﬁﬁesaﬂa cTaThd Ha BTy Tewy; HockoBCRoe pajuo,
K&K emMy coOGuEAN 3 Terepana, nepenaxo Ha nepcmncxem~asmﬁe
CTaTBEN, COJSPHAHYH TaK®e pPesKUE CIOBE Ho afgpecy Pesa ﬁaxa;
OGH momywuxn coo6meHne u3 Tepepaﬂa? qwa“sa e peMOHEN NOXOPOH
; Pesa maxa He OBUIO COBETCKONO Npe[CTABHTENA M B JEeHb NOXOPOE
' Ha B[AHUN COBETCKOI® NOCONhCTBa B lpane He GHIl HpHCHYNEH

¢uar; Hpr sToM ApacTe NDPOCHN NDPUHATEH NAMATHYN BEIMCKY; B
KOTOPON COJEPRANCCH GO BARBIGHEE: B

B B&HMcEé'@%ﬂ@ YKa38HO; QT@‘Apacre IOPYy4YeHO 00 paATHTH
saymanre MUY CCCP ma 7o, uro B onydnuxoBaHHOH crarhe B “Ja-
BeCTHAX" 29 ampeNf C.Py X B nepegaﬁﬁeﬁ no m@cxoscxﬂﬂy~pagﬁe
eTarpe Ha nep@mncﬁ@a Z8HKE MMERTC S VHUBU TENbHHE Bmpaxeﬁﬂa

HO ajpeey Pesa maxa. 270 OCKOPGISET UpaHCKOE npasnwe&BeTBQ

¥ MpeHCKoOe OONECTREHHOE MHEHWE, KpoMe TOrO, B SamUCKE YiRéw
BHBAJOCH, YTO HE HEPEMOHUN OTCYTCTBOBANL COBETCKEN IpefcTas

BHTENH ¥ B 5TO0T [EHb HA BHAHUN COBETCKOrO HOCOABCTBA B Tere

; O;T B. M, Moxoroza
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_paHe He 631 NpECHyHeH quar, Xord 0b amoﬁ.uepemwﬂﬁm HO«
CONBETBO GHIO BapaHee NOCTABJGHO B KBBECTHOGTH, Bte 8TO
ABNAETCA HAPYNCHUEM MeXYHAPOAHHX ofHuaeB M HECOBMECTUMO
¢ APYEECTBEHHHMN OTHOLSHNAMYM MEEY CTDAHAMH:

fl orBeTmn Apacre, UTO NMAMATHAA BANHECKE M €ro 38 ABJIO-
_z_ﬁﬂ@ WHOK® HE WOryT GHTH NpHHATH. (oBeTCRAN o0 CTBEHHOCTH
j MeH6T CBOGOJHO BHCKASHBATH CBOE@ MHEHN® o nRéoMy coémwn&
: _  . naws eMy CBOR OIEHRY, TeM Gonee, YTO en, Kar M Bceﬁ
MADOBOH JEMOKDATHUECKON O6mecTBEeHHOCTH, xopome H3BGQTH@.
TECHOE COTPYyAHuUYECTBO Pesa maxa'c‘pnwueponcxoﬁ-Pepmaﬁﬁeﬁ-
BO BpeMa BOMHH, B Teuenue KQTOPOH COBETCKEH HBPOE NOHEC
|ramentie mepTBH, f no6aBEX, UTO COBETCKN: HEpOX OHA OH
=eéxepdnea; ecny 6m A npmﬂgﬂ'aaﬂsﬂenme” creiauHoe Apacte,
B cBoew oTBeTe A yKaBay Tarme, UTO HHK&RHE MeRyHE=
ponnme TPANNIMY ¥ HOPMH He o6AsHBaN COBETCKOrO NpejCcTas
BUT@NA NPUCYTCTBOBATH HE qepemeﬁnm IIOXOPOH OCTaHKOB Pesa
e X8 ¥ INOSTOMYy 2Ta CCHJIRA Ha MemxyHaPOEHmeJHopMH H@CO@TOE
| J TEIBHA 4
Hocne moero oTBETE, Apacre Bsan o0pamHO CBOW 3ANUCKY,
BELABUB , 2@6 OH XOTeNl ANWE 3TOH 3amnCK ofl goiee TOWHO UBJO0=
i ®HTH 7O, UTO OH CRasaX, # 00IErYuTh PaCCMOTPEHNE BTOrQ

BONPOCE ¥ 4YTO ee HeABBA PACCMBTDUBATH KAk HpoTect, Apacre

samMeTmN, YTO OH peificvBoBan mo mHCTpyxuum MUJ = Teneps He

BHAET, UTO eMy COOCUMTH CBOGMY MWHIWCTEPCTEY.
_fl eme pas yxasen ApacTe, UTO MHOW He MOTYT 6HTH npE-

H.FI'i‘H ‘HE TONBKRO NAMATHOA SanUCKa, HO W €ero YGTHOG) 34ABASHHU
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B xoge 5ecenH Apacre aaﬁsﬁn, uro oH He uomeT corxao,
,cm%&ca c eueaxoﬁ TOrO; 4TO Pea? max Bo Bpeua Beﬁau nss-
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£ orperun Apacre, uTO @aa% XTI BHOPO cowpygﬂﬂqecwna 
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Secret Copy N¢ 2
11 May 1950
N2 94/AL

FROM THE JOURNAL OF
A. I. LAVRENT'YEV

RECEPTION OF IRANIAN AMBASSADOR IN MOSCOW NADER ARASTEH
10 May 1950

[Stamp at the bottom
of the first page:
"Secretariat of V. M.
Molotov 11 May 1950
Incoming N2 M-4242s"]

Today | received Arasteh at his request.

Arasteh said that a funeral ceremony for Reza Shah was held in Iran some days ago.
On 29 April an article was published on this subject in the newspaper lzvestiya.
Moscow Radio, he was informed from Tehran, broadcast an article in Persian also
containing sharp words against Reza Shah. He has received a report from Tehran that
there was no Soviet representative at the funeral ceremony for Reza Shah and that
the flag was not lowered at the Soviet Embassy building on the day of the funeral. At
this point Arasteh asked that [I] accept an aide memoire which contained his
statement.

The note pointed out that Arasteh had been charged with directing the attention of
the USSR MFA to the fact that there are derogatory expressions about Reza Shah in
the 29 April article published in Izvestiya and broadcast via Moscow Radio in Persian.
This insults the Iranian government and Iranian public opinion. In addition, the note
points out that there was no Soviet representative at the ceremony and on this day
the flag was not lowered at the Soviet Embassy in Tehran, although the Embassy was
previous informed of the ceremony. All this is a violation of international customs and
is incompatible with friendly relations between countries.

| replied to Arasteh that | could not accept the aide memoire and his statement. The
Soviet public can freely express its opinion about any event and give its assessment
of it, all the more so that it, like the whole world democratic community, knows very
well the close cooperation between Reza Shah and fascist Germany during a war in
the course of which it suffered severe losses. | added that the Soviet people would be
insulted if | accepted the statement made by Arasteh.

In my reply | also pointed out that no international traditions and norms obligate a
Soviet representative to be present at a funeral ceremony for the remains of Reza
Shah and therefore this reference to international norms is unfounded.

After my reply Arasteh took his note back, declaring that he only wanted to describe
more accurately with this note what he had said and to make the consideration of this
issue easier, and that it cannot be considered a protest. Arasteh noted that he was
acting on the instructions of the MFA and now does not know what to report to his
Ministry.



| again pointed out to Arasteh that | cannot accept not only the aide memoire but also
his oral statement, and that it is his affair what he should to report to his Ministry.

In the course of the conversation Arasteh declared that he cannot agree with the
assessment that Reza Shah pursued a pro-Hitler policy during the war.

| replied to Arasteh that the fact of active cooperation between Reza Shah and fascist
Germany is well known and proven, and that | did not intend to enter into a
discussion with Arasteh about this issue.

Cde. Gerasimov was present at the conversation.

DEPUTY USSR MINISTER
OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS [signature]
A. Lavrent'yev

Distributed to Comrades: Stalin
Molotov

Malenkov

Beria

Mikoyan

Kaganovich

Bulganin



