Digital Archive

. . - digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org
International History Declassified

W Wilson
Center

July 12, 1951

Report to I. V. Stalin, Settling Mutual Financial
Claims with Iran

Citation:

"Report to I. V. Stalin, Settling Mutual Financial Claims with Iran", July 12, 1951, Wilson
Center Digital Archive, RGASPI, f. 82, op. 2, d. 1219, |. 5-7. Obtained by Jamil Hasanli and
translated for CWIHP by Gary Goldberg.
https://wilson-center-digital-archive.dvincitest.com/document/119152

Summary:

Telegram distributed among top Soviet officials regarding ongoing negotiations between
Iran and the USSR over financial claims. Agreements have been reached on some
smaller claims, but the main Soviet claim for oil and the main Iranian claim for gold both
remain an issue. Telegram suggests that the negotiations be recessed, while noting
that the Soviet Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA) and Ministry of Foreign Trade (MVT)
disagree.
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B TeJerpamMMe 0T 8 HOIf C. r. CoOCGmUNY npex‘

u3 oOmell cyuMu 414 MNE.pUAJNOB,

PaccMOTpEHUE UPAHCKUX NPETEH3UA Takke B OCHOBHOM 32KOH-
ueHo, M3 olmed cymMH mpaHCKuX npeTeH3udl 9000 MiH.pUANOB COBET-
Crad AeJieralud Jana COTrJacue Ha yLOBACTBOPEHUE NpeTeHduHt

UpaHies Ha cymmy I48 waH,puanos /mporuB I165,5 MTH, DHa.JIOB , PAS-

PelleHENX IUPEKTHBAMY [0 CCOTBETCTBEHHHM NpeTeH3uAN/.
OcHOBHafA upaHcrag NDETEH3NA N0 MIATEXHOMY COTJANeHNs
1943 roja Ha Cymnly 685 MiH.pHalnoB /11,8 ToHHH 30x0Ta ¥ 8,6
| MJIH.aM.JZ0NJMapcB/ ocTalachk HEYpeTryIUpOBaHHON,
i . IIpu s1oM ofe Hejerauuy 3aABUIM, UTO Mk corJacue Ha yJIOB-

JETBODEHNE OTHEJBHHX MPETEH3UN HAXOLUTCH B B&BMCHMOCTM ot

pefyﬂMDOBaHMH BCEro KOMHHGKL& B3AMMHHX NpeTeH3uil,
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TT.CaﬂuMKOB, Yeyyaud K Ky3HeLoB CUMTAnNT, UTO NIPH HHHOMHEH
nonnTUUeCKodl 0GCTaHOBKe B [paHe CymecTBYNT TPYyAHOCTH xnﬁ ype-
TyInpOBaHUS OCHOBHOW cOBETCKON mpeTer3uy K [paHy no HedTy
TIABHON MDAHCKOM NpeTeH3MH K CCCP -~ o mepexaue HpaHy 3pﬁora
B Hamype.‘B CBA3N é 3TUM OHHU BHoeﬂi CHeZyOmue NPeINIoXeHUdA

1. Padory Cuewannoli CoBeTcko-UpaHCKON KOMUCCUN npepBaTh
Nnocie OKOHYAHUA paccmompeéna 0 0CTABUNNXCA HOOGCYXIEHHHX
MPAHCKUX NPETEHSUA 1ok MpPeANoroM HeOOXOZUMOCTH BHe3fa €O~
j BETCKOW Jenerauum B MOCKBY Iuf LOKJaza CBOEMy NPaBUIENBCIBY.
2. Pe3synpTaTH pacCMOTDPEHMA B3aUMHHX MpPEeTeHBUH o@opMMT§
ABYCTODOHHUM NPOTOKOJNOM 3& NOANUCAME MpelceiaTelneli COBeICKOM
. W UMpaHCKOW Zenerauuii,
MuJE »n MBT CCCP cqmiamr OTH NPeANOKCHUA HEMpPUEMIEMHMH,
. MUL i MBT HCXOZAT HpM STOM U3 TOTO,YTO NDU HHHeIH el 0N TH~
'YeCKoil ofcTaroBKe B lpaHe, KorJa VMDaHCKOE TIPABUTEILCTBO
BCEHENO BaHATO npoaexeanem HaLMOHANU3auy HeDTAHOW NpOMHD-
nernoctu /AWHK/ w cnopoM ¢ Auramet, no060e HAmNE MpPeXiOkeHYE
) 0 NEpepHBE COBETCKO-MPAHCKUX NEPErOBOPOB N0 YDPETYIMPOBAHMD
B3AVMHHX (QMHAHCOBHX INpeTEH3WA OO0 OH KUCNONB30BAHO aHIaMya-~
HaMI ¥ aMeDHKaHLaMYU, BO~NEPBHX, B LUEJAX, BpaxJelHHX COBET-
ckoMy Co®sy, u, BO-BTODHX, ANA OKa3aHuA eme O60Nee CUABHOTO
TaBIeHUd H& MDaAHCKOe NpaBUTENBCTBO ¢ TEM, UYTOOH BaCTABUTE .
ero OTKABATBCA OT OCYWECTBIEHNA BaKOHA O HAIOKA INBALMY Hed~
TAHOW HPOMBMJNEHHOCTU, [loMMMO 3TOTG, NORKOCHOE Hale Npeiioxe-
HUe MOTj0 OH BLIBBATSH HeﬁﬂaroanﬁTHym Iaa CCCP pearuuio cpexm

UpAHCKOW 06meCTBEHHOCTH,

VAL » MBT CCCP CuMTa®T,qyTO NEPETOBODPH ¢ UPAHUAMUA MO

YPETYJAUPOBAHUD BIAVMHHX OUHAHCOBHX NpeTeH3ull cielyer NpoLoJ-
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X¥aThk W 4YTO HE CREIYECT HNDOABAATEH NHUOKATUBE. B OQTHOmMEHHUU HX
e pephBa.,

llpoext IHocranoBrenus 1K BKIl/6/ npunaraercd,

[lpocuM paccMOTDETE.

n.n, A.MeHBOUKOB n.a. A.I'POMHKO
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Depus,
Mukod
HaraHoBuuy,
| Bynrauuny,
a XpymeBy.
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Copy

Top Secret
to Cde. I. V. STALIN

[Handwriting across the top and slightly off the reproduced page: "To Cde. Molotov. |
think that [he] might give these instructions himself, for they correspond to the
guidelines which have been adopted". A. [Mikoyan]. 28 December. | suggest
additional instructions. M"]

In a telegram of 8 July Cde. Sadchikov, the Soviet Ambassador in Iran; Cde. Chechulin,
the Chairman of the Soviet commission to settle mutual financial claims with Iran;
and Cde. Kuznetsov, the Soviet Trade Representative in Iran, reported the preliminary
results of the work of the Joint Soviet-Iranian Commission to examine mutual financial
claims. The Soviet claims have been completely examined. From the total amount of
the claims we presented of 783,000,000 rials the Iranian side agreed to allow
138,000,000 rials of our claims.

Agreement was not achieved for our main claim, for the oil agreement in the amount
of 316,000,000 rials. Our claim for the capital investments made in Iran during the
war was allowed only partially, in the amount of 86,700,000 rials, of the total amount
of 414,000,000 rials.

The examination of Iranian claims has also been basically concluded. Of the total
amount of Iranian claims of 9,000,000,000 [SIC, 9000 mIn.] rials the Soviet delegation
agreed to allow 148,000,000 rials (against 165,500,000 rials permitted by the
directives regarding the respective claims).

The main Iranian claim under the 1943 payment agreement for the amount of
685,000,000 rials (11.8 tons of gold and $8,600,000) remained unsettled.

In the process both sides stated that their agreement to allow individual claims is
dependent on settlement of the entire set of mutual claims.

[Stamp at the

bottom of the first page:
"Secretariat of V. M. Molotov
28 July 1951

Incoming N2 M-9873s"]

Cdes. Sadchikov, Chechulin, and Kuznetsov think that in the present political situation
in Iran there exist difficulties for the settlement for the main Soviet claim against Iran
regarding oil and the main Iranian claim against the USSR, the transfer to Iran of the
gold in kind [v nature]. They have consequently made the following suggestions:

1. Recess the work of the Joint Soviet-lranian Commission after the conclusion of its
examination of the remaining Iranian claims which have not been discussed under
the pretext of the need for the Soviet delegation to travel to Moscow to report to its
government.

2. Document the results of the examination of the mutual claims in a bilateral
protocol signed by the chairmen of the Soviet and Iranian delegations.



The USSR MFA and MVT consider these suggestions unacceptable. The MFA and MVT
proceed here from the position that in the present political situation in Iran when the
Iranian government is completely occupied with nationalizing the oil industry (the
AINK [the Anglo-Iranian Oil Company]) and the dispute with Britain, any proposal by
us about a recess of the Soviet-lranian negotiations would be used by the British and
the Americans, first, for purposes hostile to the Soviet Union and, second, to exert
even stronger pressure on the Iranian government in order to force it to abandon
implementation of the law about nationalization of the oil industry. Moreover, such a
proposal by us might cause a reaction among the Iranian public unfavorable to the
USSR.

The USSR MFA and MVT think that the negotiations with the Iranians to settle the
mutual financial claims ought to be continued and that initiative should not be
displayed regarding their recess.

A draft VKP(b) CC Decree is attached.
Please examine [it].

[signature] A. Men'shikov
[signature] A. Gromyko

12 July 1951
Ne 47-gi

Authenticated: [illegible signature]
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