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Summary:

From April 20 to May 3 1953, Operation Little Switch allowed the exchange of the sick
and wounded prisoners of wars between the United Nations, North Korea, and China. In
this letter, Major General Choi informs General Harrison that the communist have failed
to return hundreds of U.N. POWs because of their broad interpretation of the agreement.
General Choi provides a series of steps to improve this agreement but most importantly
he urges that the terms “civilian internees” and “displaced person” should be clarified in
the Draft Armistice Agreement.
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4 May 1953

To: Lt. Qen, Willian K, Harrison, Jr.
Senior Delegate
United Rations Command

Prom: Haj. Gen. Duk Snin CHOI
ROKA Delegato

Subject: Civilian Intornees

I wish to take this opportunity, on behalf of my people, to present
the following statew:nt.

The repatristion operation of sick and injured captured —ersonnel
concluded on 3 Hay 1953. It has been noted that the Cormmmnists failed to
render a broad interpretation of the agreeneant which required them to
return sick and injured captured rersonnel and thua a great nusber of
our personnel entitled to be reratriated during hoatilities are still
behind the Iron Curtain,

The Communists disarpointed our aims and hopes, firstly by not
returning some hundreds of cur sick and injured prisoners of war, and
secondly by totally excluaing all those of north Xorean birth and our
civilian interness from repatriation.

The foruer point nas been inder dispute at the Tiaison Oroups meet-
ings, but so far the latter point has been sesringly unnoticed by the
UiC dele;zation.

The problem of Tivilian Intsrncas is raeferred tc in Paresraph 56 of
Article of the Draft Airamistice Azreemant for its overall solution; how-
ever, this paragmph provides no stipulation =s to the vriority repatrie-
tion of sick and injured civilian internees during hostilities. I refer
you to the 3oneva Convention 1949, relative to the Protection of Civilian
Persons in Time of WYar, Chapter 12, Article 132, which reads as follews:

"Each interned person shall be released by the Detaining Power as
soon a8 the reasons wvhich necessitated his intermment no longer exist,
The Parties to the Conflict shall, moreover, endeavor during the course
of hostilitles, to condude agreoment for the relsase, the renmatriation,
the rsturn to places of residence or the accommodation in & neutral coumtry
of certaln classes of internces, in rarticular ehildren, orernarnt women
and mothers with infaants and young childrem, wounded snd sick, and intermees
who have been detained for a long time,"
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It 1e therefore requested that this preblea de duly considered by
UNC delegation sc that the wishes of thousands of femilies of tha
civilians kidnapped by the Comnmnists may be reslizsd, and such action
be taken to bring up this matter at tha Lisison Oroups Meeting to
proposel-~

1. Agreemsnt for tho ropatriation of the me

ons , imtarnees

residencs as of hJuno 1950.

2, Accommodation to a neutral nation pending repetriation.

To satisfactorily conduct negotiations im this regard, it is
advisgble to clarify the definitions of "eivilian internees" of Ceneva
Convention and "Displaced Person” of Uraft Armistice Agresment. Also
it will be necessary to ¢larify the fact that families of the displsced
¢ivilians resids ir the area of this side.

Cn the Communist part, it is svident that our youth civilians are
engagad in some activity under Communist regime; however, the old and
aged persons cannot be any food for Communist man-power, If we only
make an issue out oi this matter, Commmnist agreement i2 possible,

It is my sincere request that this problem de deslt with profound
understanding as with military psrsoanel, and that dus recomsendations
be made to a higher authority if necessary. This repatriation of
civilian interneas would be appreciated by a million Koreans who lost
their kin dus to the war aid those whose lives are on the vergs of
death in Commzunist hands.

Duk 8hin CHOX
Maj. Gen., ROXA Delegate



