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pesr MI. President:

on May 23 in Lisbon, five nations signed a protocol
which opened the way for all five to ratify and becone
P‘““' to theé START Treaty. This historic accomplishment
gecognizes the esgsential role of Ukraine in fulfilling the
o,ugatlone of the former Soviet Union under the Treaty.
“ppmon:auon of the START Treaty will enhance stability

substantially reducing nuclear weapons and strategic
offensive arms and by laying a foundation for further
ceductions. The United States looks forward to working
with Ukraine as a full and equal partner in implementing
the Treaty and reducing the burden of nuclear weapons that
are & legacy of the former Soviet Union.

A8 part of this agreement, Ukraine will adhere to the
Non-Proliferation Treaty in the shortest possible time.
This is an important step along the path laid out in the
statement of the verkhovna Rada of Ukraine on the
pon-nuclear status of Ukraine. When the Non-Proliferation
Treaty Was negotiated in 1968 the united States formally
declared its intention to seek immediate action in the
ynited Nations security Council to provide assistance to
any non-nuclear weapons state party that is the object of
aggression or threats of agygression in which nuclear
weapons are used. Mr. President, let me formally state
that the united States stands by that commitment to
gkraine.

The United States shares the desire of the other
partties to START for security and stability in the
region. Implementation of the START reductions in
strategic offensive arms will make a major contribution to
the security and stability we all seek. 1In addition, in
the new BEuropean security environment the security of
okraine and other independent state is enhanced through
participation in international organizations and
structures, particularly the Conference on Security and
Cooperation in Europe, the North Atlantic Cooperation
Council, and the United Nations. The United States
strongly supports the membership of Ukraine in all these
organizations, which establish principles and norms that
serve ags a deterrent to irresponsible or threatening
behavior. Adherence to these principles, including the
inviolability of borders and the requirement that any
change be carried out through peaceful means, will help
asoure the security of all states.
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Sincerely,

/3/Geogge Bush
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