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�·t MI. Prealdent: 
On May 23 in Llabon, f lve nations ei9ned a protocol 

�n�:�.:��
e

�h!h�T�;� ���.��� f���at:1�:��t� :��o������ment r.cognlzes the essential role of Ukraine in fulfilling the 
obligations of the former Soviet Union under the Treaty. 
l•Plementatlon of the START Treaty will enhance stability 
bY substantially reducing nuclear weapons and strateqlc 
offensive arms and by laying a foundation for further 
reductions. The United States looks forward to workln9 
�tth Ukraine as a full and equal partner in implementing 
tb• Treaty and reducing the burden of nuclear weapons that 
are a le9acy of the former Soviet union. 

AS part of this a9reement, Ukraine will adher e  to the 
pon-Proliferation Treaty in the shortest possible tl�e. 
Thi& is an important step along the path laid out in the 
statement o! the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine on the 
non-nuclear status of Ukcalne. When the Non-Proliferation 
treaty waa ne9otiated in 1968 the united States formally 
declared its intention to seek immediate action in the 
united Nations Security Council to provide assistance to 
anY non-nuclear weapons state party that is the object of 
aggression or threats of a9�Cession in which nuclear ...,apons are used. Mr. President, let me formally state 
that the United States stands by that commitment to 
okraine. 

The United States shares the desire of the other 
parties to START for security and stability in the 
region. Implementation of the START reductions in 
strategic offensive arms will make a major contribution to 
the security and stability we all seek. In addition, in 
the new European security environment the secu ri ty of 
okraine and other independent state is enhanced through 
participation in international organizations and 
structures, particularly the C onference on Security and 
Cooperat ion in Eur ope, the North Atlantic Cooperation 
council, and the United Nations. The United states 
strongly supports the membership of Ukraine in all these 
organizations, which establish principles and norms that 
serve as a d ete rrent to irresponsible or threatening 
behavior. Adherence to these principles, includinq the 
inviolability of borders and the requirement that any 
cnange be carried out throuqh peaceful means, will help 1s1ure the se cu r ity of all states. 
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09� l•por�ant factors 1n the ••�utl�y of Ukta in• fb• -nu•d democratic polltlcal cefoEm, •�no•lc �etot• �nei�-en�• and respect foe the lntecnat1onallY ,1 1,..,e•" principles embodied in csc&, HACC, and t.l\e Ult. 'ji<I gPiZS act.iVG participation in t.heee Ot9anizat.ionB 18 •,.,o1,.e'8 Th• Arme d !'occea of Ultcaine also have a ��'• ,.c1a1 • l role in Ukraine• a secur it.y. we ate ready t.o ,,,� • .,enc• ch• Government of Uktaine in the <1eve1op111ent. of 1�n .,1th 8 who•• size, equipment, and doctrine ,,..,�d focce
to the security of Ukraine and etabilit.Y in t.l\e 

•'::ribut• 

� 1011· 
,,9 ted states welcomes the eme"ience of a �h• unland independent Ukraine, and looks forward to a 

eratiC ucuallY beneficial relationship. d•-" and "' 
cl"'• 

Sincerely, 

ceuencY 
1, Sii 

• id �cavchuk i,eon 
d nt of ukcaine pre•i e 

/s/Geoc9e B1>ah 
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