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KOLLISA=5T SPECIAL EEPOKT 10.%
THLP TO CANBOLIA.

isxcellency,

I have the honour to subait this Special liesort Ho. 3
covering ay trip to Cam?odia during; the period larch 28
throush varch 30, 1957,

Tae hi huay diétunce.betweqn Saijon und Phnom Penh,

Lthe cupital of Cumbodia, is aéproximahely 150 miles and the
condition of the road is good,'thcrefure,vwe decided to
drive by car instead of flying. On tho early morning of
Yarch 28 we Crove along the Saigos-shnom renh higuway and at
1130 hours vhen we arrived at tne outsikirt of the city, o
Cambodlan government officer, who introduced h;mselflas Hr.
banou b Kaug, was waiting at the rosdside ang stopped our
car. He exgressed on vehalfl of hig Sovernasent a welcome and
ne’ tuen guilded us to the govornmeutal house Qhero wo‘stayed‘
until our depurture on darca 30.

L wisn'xo cover tne following points concerning my
visit to Cambodia ¢

1. Activities of the Miéaion

2. Genoral description of Casbodia
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3. HMeetings with Canbodinn pcople

4. Heeotings with foreign diplorats in Caadodia

5. Conclusion

1. Activitices of the Mission.

.

ihen we called on Prince Honisarré; Cnier of Protocol,
apon ouc arrival, T wag inforaed that the Cawbodian Govefn~
meét had fallan aﬁd that my trip therefore was not well-
timed. Iz also told xze that becauscAof the sevore political
crisis that the Cfown Priuce and cfrime Hinister would not be
able to sce me before April 1.

I stated that even though I knew of this pending crisis
I took the trip as scheduled. However, I continued, that if
the officials of the Government of Cambodia were too busy to
receive ne tﬁat 1 would return to Saigon and seek another
opportunity. 1The ¢rince, the Lhief of Pro%ocol, assured me
taat ne would do nis bes; to make arrangements for me Lo see
sune cersons aand that thavy would recelve our mission as
covernmeat's guests.. therefore, I cabled Your Excelléncy
a5 iolious:

"Arrived Cambodiatwonty~oight pd cordiaily received

despite political crisis. Kolisa sp two Choi."
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2o Gunoral descrintion of Cambodia.

a. Uoeneral.

Ciuvodiu has an area of 606,800 syuare wiles. Popula-
tiva is costimated at 4,500,000 ruled by King‘ﬂorodom
Surasarite A modified constitutional monarchy is the form
of govermaeat. Tholr rarliasent has two houses: Lover
House called the Lationaul Asseubly, Yl seats all velonging
to Crown srince liorsdom Siharaut's party; the Upper louse
calied tue ifoyal Council of Xingdom, the C;oﬁn Prince's /
éurty g 21 of 24 seats. Cambodis is a Buddhist State.

The bulk of its populatiou are rice-groving farners
w10 live ir the basins of tuao Hekong and Toule Sap Rivers.

Tho race represcuts a mixture of halay aud indian
strains,; with sone mixture of Chineée- Cambodia. has a
ninority of some 290,000 Chinesc, mosit of Whpm are unaséiu
milated , although somé of them have inter-narried and somd

5ino=Casbodians are found amony the leading citizens. This

\
-

country also has s minofity of sonie 220,000 Vietnawese who
&re aluost totaliy unassimilatedf
vovotion to the throne and to the Buddhist religiou'are
- strong unifying factors. Other factors :aking for stability
are a homogoheous ianguégc. ‘Cambodiq as o wﬁole is like

other rocently reecamerged Asian nations - o proudly nation-
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alistic country.

be Political situation

Since the elections of 19%9%, in which the Crown Prince's,
party obtained 83 percent of the votes and 100 percent of
the seals, tne political siiﬁation seeus very sinple.
dowever, while unity of the country exists to a large degree,
opposition senticent is likely to bé greater than appears |
frow the e}ection resulis, Nevertheless, under the purpose- .
ful leadershipiof tiiec Crovwn irince, who towers far above any
otiier leading personality, the country nas greatcf unity
and more efficient governuent tnan at any time since the war.,

The Cambodian threat derives less from the Caubodia
Comnunist Party than from the aperessive policy displayed
towa;d Canbodia by the musters of the Cambodia Communists,
the Vietainh Governaent of Worth Vietnam.

The present Cambodiu Governgent, while stuundhly anti-
Gommunist, pufsues a policy of neutrzlity in foreign affalrs.
By neutrality , the Cambodian Governuent understands
unwillingness to enter allionces or to allow the'establisn—
went of foreign military bases on Cambodian soile. %Yhis does
not proclude the acceptance of fqreign aid, which is in fact
velcouned, although closely scrutinized for possible ulterior

purposes. Cambodia has in the past shown & tendengy to

Y

holbabeen”




Wilson: Center Digital Archive . S B k ‘ 'O‘_ri_‘glnal Scan

follow the politicél leadership of india, and it has subscrib-
ed to the "five principles of co-existence". dut it has
reacted sharply to Communist attacks,,an# has a tradition
of niilitunt watenfulness ?ouard its neighvors and jarticulurly
tovard tie Vietanamsse.

The Sun-Yun cabinot nad falien down Just oh the eve of
my visit to Cambodias We had learncd that the Hational
Agsendly sassed o resolution with 12 to 0, abstention % to
criticize "econouic policy". siuce tinis is e kind of
"un..ninous" vote to "distrust" the preseat governsent, the
Priue tilnister Sun Yun's oabiﬁet had fo submit its resigna-
tion to thne King.

5. Hieetings with Cambodian officials.

a. Un March 29 at nine Q'clock in the’morningAI called
on tir. llem Heng Phansary, Secretary General of the Foraign
Uitice, at nis oifice. lie stated that oven though éumbodia
ang norea did not have any formal dinlomatic relationship,
that tie Cambodian Government and hor people éincorely
welcoased e as‘a nice friends T expressed to him wy sincere
appreciatidn for their cooperation in arcanging my ajpoint-
ments qurlng my visit to his country.

De AL 9,350 on tho'éamp morning I‘met Yre. Bk Yi Un,

Zresidont of the Congress. I asked him to convey the Lest
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wishes and synpatny of the people of Korea to that of Cambo-

~dia which he accepled with much delisht and assured ne he

would so do through the Hational Assembly, and further
stxtaed that his governmsent's foreign policy is a neutral

vrie.  ilowever, the Cambodion Govornaent is well awarc of

whal tne Commsunists are, snd, accordingly, it keeps coustant

wvatca against Couaunist activities.

ahen I iuquired regarding the prospect of the political
crisis of the Cambodian_Government, he replied that the
politics of his éountry rely éntirely ugson the itoyal CGrown
Prince Sihanouk, who was hinself the Briﬁe Minister several
lizes. And he heped that the Crown Prince hiuself will form
;ho Cabinet once again.

c. At lCUOhrs I called on the Prive Minisfer, Mr.
sun-Yun, wio hiad just resignede. He scemed, however, to be
50 concerned with the 2olitical situation that he wos
hesitant to have conversutién witi mé, so L left his office
Just leaving my usual prcetings.

d.. At 1030 hours that siue morning I met with the
veputy Yrime Minister, Mr. Chda Chinkdc, who is in faét the
xan who is in charge.of rforeign affairs. Howevor; we did
not-talk m&ch-bu real business and all refrained cnly to
greetings and words of\usuul courtesy. Apparently, uo yas

s

not in tov amiable a mood at the moment of his resignation
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and I felt also thut he could not give much attention to ay
tulk.

€« At 1600 hours the same day I called on Hr. Ung Tin
Fak, Yresident of the Chamber of Comucrce. We reviewed ﬁhe
possioility oi trade between Korex and Cumbodia. Since the

Lidusiry of Combodia is confined to small establisthments pro-

cessiag agricdtural products, such as rice mills, tanneries,

S Glstilierioes, and luscer mills, I believe the orean products

of textiles and other gould ve sold to Combodia. VWhen I
menitioned my clothes that I was vwearing at the time and
cx:lained thot taey had been made in Korea, he was astonished
and stuted that furtuer contact witi.dorea would make it
possivie Lo have lrade cusiness wilh each o£her; lleg pointed.

out the:t ine rubber, luwsver =and rice ure those goods for

export from Caubodia.

£ A% 1700 hours of the sume aftornoon we called on .

sir. Penn liouth wno is a measber ofAthe hoyal Council and one
of the brilliant and influeuntial figures in Cambodian
politics. lle has his office in tie King'é palace.

Aftor a feow words of exchange of greebing‘butveen us,
L briefly revieved the general siguatioh of Korea. lle stated
that he porsonullyAadmlréd tihe Korean peovle's spirit of

figatling the aggrossionss ile turtiner said thst his Govern-

ment, as a buddhist nation, will never allow the Communists e

N e e i, 51 v
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to infiltrate into their country-in view of the importance

of .rotecting their own religion as wvell as thoir frecdon.

g+ Harch 30, Saturday.

At 1060 hours we called on ¥r. Saw Sary, & very prouie
nent weaver of the Rojal_uduhcil at his office in the King's
rataces {le is one of the oldest statesnan in Cambodia. ile
took a very Keen intcrest in listening to a discussion of
our culture and the buddnist religion inLKo:eu. He exyressed
ls syeoathy to oﬁr country's division. I thanked him Ffor
iis sympatny, however, ! oxplained to him that the only
obshgclc to our unification is the exlstence of Red Vhinese
forces in our terriiory.

L6 waé a vorthwnile ucquaintaﬁce vith this s0 very
(rominent stateszan of Casbodia.

At 1050 hours we called on Hr. Son Sann, Government of
tae hational Sank.

a. On March 30, Saturday, at féOO hours, I called em
“rince kHonisarra again and it being my farewell calil I thank
uiw for the xindness afforded us by the Governuent of Ussbo-
dia and rfor the many arrangemonts usde for us despite the
Giificulty caused by the political crisis.

i+ I regret to rcport”thét I could not get to see the
Crown\?riuoo sihanouk wh§.i$ tﬁe man who plays the whole

shov of Cambodian politics. Bvery solitiecal erisis cauvsad
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by him is also solved by him. Therefore, witinoul a douit,
ne is the vusiest man in Cambodia. The Chief of Protbcol;
rince nonisarra, told ae that ﬁhu Crown Prince could receive
me after Aoril ?irst it 1 could reméin uﬁtil that date. I
exyressed my regret that I could not accept nis kind arrian-
Lo cabse  He exgressed his hope that I could cone to Canbodia
agzain.
4o ilectings witiu Foreign Dipldmuts;
\

g. On Harch 29th at unoon the U.S. Auvassador, ¥r. Carl
4, Strom, gave luncheon in honour of rse and vy mission. 1
20id a eall on Ambassador Strom” before neon to express
vag,reciahion snd Lo accept his kind dnvitation ané also to
et a briefing on the Caxsvodian sib&ubion.

de had invited to the luuncheon also-bhe cavoys from

- France, Ureat Qritain, Australia, Thailand and Vietnam,

whlca gave ¢ an opportunily to see thein at one tiwme.

At the end of the luacheon, the host, the Ambassador
Strom, w-de a brief table spoecn stating that he nad nad the
(real honour to have scrved in Xorea. He»mentloged soviral
tizes the admiralion hé had of our figutiﬁg forces and the
inspiring people. At the olose he ”'.. ?uised his glass ol
civaipagng up high and p:oposedAa toust to ithe grealest

‘ | gtatesman in the jresent world, br. Syngzan Ruee.

In my specch of .reply ; aralsed tha gallantry of the U.k. 3(
/ . N .
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fighting forces of all participating countries und thanked

tnox one und all.

It was indeed o nicé arrangsmeﬂt made Dy Ambéssgdof Strow
to ennile me to become acquainted with the inéividuul envoys
from the aoove meétioned friendly‘countries-

b. The Hationelist Ubina's Consul , Kr. Hsu, came to me
in the Qvenlng of harch 29, %0 say his courtesy call and
brief me on the generél situation of Cambodia.

e Conclusions.

I adnit ihat thie trip to Camtodia was a worthwhile onc if
; should refrain from saying it was a "succoessful” oue.

It is to be regretted tnat our trip was timed unintention-
ally with the political crises and that I could not meet and
gee tne only political figure, Crouwn Prince Sihanouk.

Nevortﬁeless, this was the rirst time that our dational
flay was shown in Cambodia to her people and it,was also the

first time in their nistory that a Korea envoy has appeared to

£
" them.

The distance between Saijon and Cambodia's capital is ﬂnt
a far once To make a trip vy car-to Uambodiaﬁis-q éomparabivea'
ly easy onc. L foel that I should make another trip to them
wita good Ciming and arraugemeqté siiould be made far abead of
time. ‘

I will continﬁo to kaep in contact yith these people w;th,57 .:
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viiosi 1 became acquainted on ﬁhis trip. Althougn thelgovefn~
ment was in crisis at this tine, these political figu;eg,'
vith whom I had -contact, will piuy an impbrtant role only
aext Lo Crown Prince Sihanouk.

I conclude tﬁis resort with the hope'tﬁat Your
Ixcellency will allow me to try again and I wish to have a
more successful trip tae next tiue.

With sentizents of.decpest loyalty and highest esteen,

respectfully,

Chioi Duk Shin
Envoy BExtraoriimury and Minister
Plonigpotentiory of tne Republic
of «orea to Victnanm

ills Excelloncy

President of Kepullic of Rorea.
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