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KOLL5A=ST SP REOKT Ho. 11

Tis ¢ fu thalle I‘D

Bxcellency, ,
1 have the honour to subait this report on my.trip.to

Thailand as follovs

1. Personal guest of Primc Ministor.

I was advised by the Thai offiecial in Rarachi that he
had been instructed to inform me that his Prime Hinister
Field-iarshall Pibulsonggram would welcone se as his person—
al guest during my visit to Thailand.

when we arrived in Jangkok on Vtay 8, at 22.4b hours,
nearly wmidnight, we were groeted by ir. Nai burlam Viriyasul,
Chief of 3rotoc§l of tue Thal Foreign Hinistry and Pr. ilan
Lih Wwu, tne Chinese Ambassadgr. There were aiéo a groupy
of our compgatriots at the welcouing line and it gave us a
very pleasant feeliug; The Thai officer, Mr.’Virlyakul,V
presented each of us with a bouquot of flowers, & prosenta-
tion of the Yoreign ilinister and also handed us a‘well -
grepared " nUURAERE OF Til VISIT 10 THAILAXD OF GLEEHAL -
CtOI BUX OHIN Aug PARTY (Informal Goodwili Hission).“_

Our activities were almost exactly according to this

‘vrograzmne, except that I had rgQuested to lay a wreath at

the morument of the Unknown Soldier, and which cercmony took

olace on fay 11, at 09500 hours with full military fofm&lities.
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2. Heebings with Foroign Minister and his Doputies. | !
a. iforeign hinlster.
On iay 9 at 1100 hours just after the Ji&ninu in thp
hoyal Book and btouring the Grand Palace, wo called on tho °

vinister of roreign Affairs, liajor beneral rrince Haradnip
Béugspraﬂandn. i nag wel nim‘on-three previous occas;ous,‘
once in 1995 at United Hati.us meetings, and the other two
times werce in 1954 with the Goodwill Hissious. The moment;
he sav se 1t seemed that‘we vere old friends and greeted each
other most cordially. o
I congratulated him on his high post of the world
orgnuization, the President of the Ynited Hations General
Assenbly, and also asked him his opinions on ﬁhe wor 1d siﬁua;
tion in general and the iar Bast problems in  particular.
His answer was 3 "There are no inmediate proéyects,of
cooling down the high tensions botween East and VYegt"
ile furtier stated 1 "The policy of the Thai Governzent in
the Far bLast is .
"One, Kced Cpina's forces witﬁdruwal from Korea and
olection in Horth Korea undor U.li. supcrvisxon~
Ywo, lied “Yhina should denounce using force in the
Taiwan Strait.” ,
He gave me the impross;on tant the Thai Govaernment
would recognize fed China and vote for admission to UK if
ited thing would do the above muntioned two points. ~
o oonoludéd bis statewent by saying that there is no
prospect of any possible golution of the Koreaun problem this
yeals

/i
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be Vice~tiinistor for Foreisn Affairs.

After hislf an hcur‘s'tulk wifh the foreign ninigter
in the s:sme reception hall I was received by the Yice ilinister
for Joreign Afioirs, ir. lisi Rak vanyarachum. I ex»rossed
wy bomnks Por tne grogramuc for ay visit and that desite
tie tact bist wy visit was an informul one and alsq doispite
Lthe faet tnaetd L had sade ny visit ab o very busy =no insore-
tant ti.e = the eve of the greatest celebration;of thie Eﬁthf
century oi tne Sudéhist era - his governzent had iruated e
ané oy pardy as uer'official guests. He éaid that it vas
sost natural th.t his 5overnmenﬁ vould do as much as she
could to recei&e a distinguished puest from one of the
closest and most friendly nations. e then expressged the
regret that our two couttries had not yet exchange@ forual
diﬁlomabic envoyﬁ. L axpreaéed the sawme regret and asked
what was his _ovornment's opinion on this watter. ilis answer
vas wo can exchaugc a uote of agreemcunt on this wattor first
pud wieneyer one side is ready to seuw oul an ouvoy, 3116 can
do 50. aacn we discussed the rank of the envoys:* de had
reachicd no cdncluaion that it would be betier if the
éxchange of envoys was ab Asbassadorial level because aost
of Lhcgggvbys or Asian countries to Thailand are'ﬁmhnssu&ors
asd ve }élt also that Korea and Thailand are anong those of
ihe fricndliest nations. Aftoer we had reached this conclu~
sion, 1 had to toll him that sy mission did not curry an inse
truction on this mattcr} However, I would regort this to wy
Governmzitt for consideration.

The Vice-tinister of Foreign Affairs (and who is the

sol-in—-luv of the Prime hiaister) is a powerful second nar

119
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in the Joroign Hinistry. I belleve thut what he ssld to me
represonts the true opinion of his government.

&+ luncheon ziven by Vigce-Minister of Forei:n Af{sirs.

After a 50-ninute talk, we were guided to u Lig hall
wiiere the Vice=liinister gave o lunciieon in nonour of our
missiune Thero wero also about ten high-ranking officials
of lhe Foreiza Hinistiry presont.

Durisng; the last course of thes lunciicon, the Vice-
Ginister made n short welcoaing speecih and nade - toast to
the prosperity of the Koréan people and for the health,
hoppiness and success of Your Lxesllency. In reply, 1
praised them for the gallant fighting of the Thai ﬁxpodi»
tionary rorces in Korea , thunked thea and proposed a toﬁst
in return.

This wvas an excellent opportunity for us to becoume
acquainted with.so many officisls of Thallund's Yoreign
Hinistry . . '

Se Heeting with Defense Minister and pregentation

-0f the certificates.

g. HMay 10, abt 0900 hours, according to the prepared
prosramme wo made a call on the Defense Minister, Field
Harsnal Srisdil Dhanarjata. He is the man vho eﬁpowerdd by
the vrime Hinister is said to have controlled the situation
during the elections as weoll as the post election period{
It wes told that he was Commander-in-Chiof of tho Army unen
e ot antuority to OquunQ tho martial law. 1u the presont
cabinet of the Prime Hinister Pibul, he is Defense Ministor

and still holds the highest post in the army. iis star is
(20
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rising and he is'noﬁ only hext to the Yriume iliinister. lie
also gained the rss.oect of the people because ne did not
agrec. te use force when the Vhief'bf Police Hai Phao
Sriyayanéud wanted to suppress the demonstrations with
police force. Tue ¥ield Narahall iid detain the said police
Chief for one day and one nignt in order to prevent the use
ol volice £0Orcoe

wnen we acrived at the dinistry, an Acdairal met me at

the entrance. The fMeld MHarshnll and his staffs and offi-
cers walted me in the.large roqaption halle lie roceived me
with extreme cordiality and in a very friendly manner. lie
told me he had been in our cSuntry twice and adamired the
sreatness of Your sxcellency.-and the ﬁorean.FGOpie's courage.
He regaréed my visit as the vislt of a brother because Thai
soldiers and rorean soldiers were brothers—inuarms- Qur
talks were neld while ﬁhe final preparation for the ceremony
of presentation of certiticutes was being xade.

b. #reseatation of Cortificates was neld

at the same recepbtion hall.

-

The said certificates nad been received by uy Legation
prior to my departure for this tripe I hud instructed my
dilitary Aﬁtaché, Lt Colonel liee, to send:thém to the Thai
Govermment bthrough the Thai Bubassy in Saigoh. This he had
done. Those coertificates were for tnose decoration qualu
wilci T presented to fhem on behalf of our autuority in 1954
vwaon L come here on. a wission with lr. Young Philip Lee.
ihese decorations ere givon to these soldiers who died in
tie Korean War aud tho tamilies hed roceived the decorition |

5%
mnedalse /
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The cereasony was conduoted in o solean manner and I
had tag honour to rsad one of the texts in Korean and-theﬁ
let, my asslstant, Captain Lee, interpret it into linglish,

Ine befense Hinistor made a suecch to thank us for our kind-
ness in resenting these decorations and cerbificaies and
cinphasizoed the ties betweeh Rorea and Thailand.

At the conclusion of the _.resentation ceremony the
lefense “in;ster offered us champagne and toasted the health
of lour Lxcellency and the righiing spirit of our sraed
forces.- I in reply toasted His Hajesty the “ing of Thailand
ard also the Armed Forces of Thailaud.

I considered it was an excellent occasion to jresont
the said certifiéates. L noted a big difference botween this
time and the time when I prosented tho medals in 1954,

At that time in 1994 only a kajor General representing his
Government received the medals. This time thé Vefense tiind ge
ter nimself rneeived them at a well preoparced solemn ceremony.
1 feel honoured o report to Your Excellency that this
should be a sign of closer relationship between our two

countries and also a sigr of more respect to Your Bxcellency.

c. lcception given by Defense Hinister.

On the saue eﬁenxng the Daefonse Hinlster gave a bril-
liaat reception in honour of me and my mission, All the high
ranking»officers of Army, fiavy and Adr Yorce were jrescut,
The orcuesira played nice nusic. There were also present
scveral officers who had ueen in Koroa serving in the. Thai
bzpeditionary Jorces. |

4 Loeting with the Prime Hinister.

The actual title of Field Yurshnll vibul Songgram is D3

"rresident of tiie Youneil of ¥ianlstors". This post is siwmi-

i e A i S A
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lar to that of the Prinme Hinister of. the. United Kingdoa who

oears the full responsibility of the administration. During

our stay in Thailand we saw him personally trice. On Vay 11,
Satucday, at 1950 hours, he received us at his residonce. It '§
was very nice that he could remember tho visits wo made in
1354+ 1 thanked him for his good menory of me and "told him
that I still treasured his gift of a Thailand made cigarette
casc which he hud presented me‘oh that occasion.

After we beoane seated I greetedvhim on behalf of my
government to him and his government. He then motiénéd
toward the wall wacre a photograph of Your Excellency rests
on a stand and told us how much he respects Your Excellency
as the greatest statesman in the world'tOG&y.

L congratulated him on his rocsnt victoriousireturn
of elections gnd expressed the wish that nis leadership
would continue to make his jeople prosperous and his country
wouls be one of the few leading anti~Connunist countries.

He thanked us one and all and asked us to convey to Your

ixcellency his best wishes for the health snd success of

~Iour xcoilenacy. Therefo:@, I cabled as fbllows t
"KOnLITAL  SEOUL ‘
HLG BACBLLEKCY PKIME WINISTER OF THALLAUD ASKED il
TObCORV£Y 1IS BEST WISHES AL WARM REGARDS 70O YOUR
EXCELGENCY *PD KECSIVED WAnN HOSrITALITY AS PREQIHRS
PLRSONAL GUSST .PD ATTANDED CSLEBATION OF 2500
BUDDHIST ERA UPON THAL INVEXATION PD CHOL $2 HLBvENY

He further stated that bécause of‘ihe,arrival of
Burma's friune ¥inister U ﬂu»and-thefﬂudéhist delegations

. . [_1?)'
from many countries he could not ontertain us speeially and
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personally, ﬁowevcr, e invited us the same evening to the
dinner which was for gll the doiegutes on tne ocecasion of
tue 2bth century of Buddnist era. 1 and my two assistants
attended this dinner.
Upon my roturn to Saigon I cabled the irime Minister
of Thailand ac follows i |
PPLLASE ACCERMY HY SLHCERE APPRECIATICH ¥OR YOUR WAKM
HOSSTPALITY DUKTHG HY RECERT VISIT TO.YOUR GRLAT
COUNY®Y STUP KURBAH GIGISTER CHOY DURGHIH ®
I received his cabled reply on 19th May as follows:
WHULY sBCSIVED YOUK TiLaGial STOP REGRET TisaT I WAS
UHABLE TO AGCORD FULL RECEZTION OF MY OWH AS
OHIG LHALLY Tdw.BouD DUKISG YOUR VISIT 10 THAILAKD
5T0P I O¥FLR YOU GRATEFUL THANKS FOR HOHOUKING MY
COUMTKY BY YOUL VISIT AdD BLST REGARDS 10 YOU
SIGHBD PLBULSOLGGRAM",

De Attending celebration of the Twenty-¥ifth Century

of Buddhist Bra.

g« wc learned in Ceylon that in Thailand there would

"be the colebration of 2500 yeurs of the buddhist era during

the period tay 1l2th through 18th. We felt that we should
not interrupt our visit with this ceremony and also thougnt
that .our Buddhiast delegation might he in Thailand to attend
tais celebration. 'So 1 proposed to change the schedule to

loave Thailand on May 12th, Sunday. Iowevsr, upon my arri-

SE S Griginal Scan -

val in Thailand and my talk vith the Vice=Hinister of queign

Aff irs, ho asked if we could stay one or two days longer.
Taey sald 1t would be a great honour to them if a Korean

di_nitary could attend the opening of the celebration of N

I

24
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the 25th Century of buduhist era. Since we vore ndi_the
accredited Korean Buddhist velegation we would'étzend this
celebraticn as a representative of a friendly natios to
observe this great celobration to whiqh they agreed.

b. Ve attended only the first day and second day's
LG iing cereﬁony. “The first day's ceremony should have been
;resided ovor by the King. HSWuver, due to nis health, he
could not attend: ‘The second day's ceramony QRS presided
over by the frime tinister. | |

e were gulded to seabs in the honorary cabinet with
the foreigu diplonats, foreign di nit:ries and full membors
of the Prime Minister's cabinet. | '

- We listencd to chanting by 290U participating Bikkhus.
L eould not understgnd exectly what they were cianbing.
Nevertheless, I felt th chanting of 2500 persdns vas as
though from one mouthe The chanting was so tremcudous and
impressive - that ; noped that these voices in such complete

* harmony should e a weans of might to defond the'Buddhist

countries against Communist infiltrations

da wore also requested to present food to ihe portici-
pating Bikkhus. | _ |

At the eﬁd of the second day's ceremony the Primo
sinister hinself persopally prosented a token gift to oach
participating foreign guest to thani them for their atten-
d:nce. _ / '

According to my obsgrvations in two days of {ho ocure-
monies, I felt that the prapardtion.for this‘ve:y inportant
celelration had beoor well done and .the execution of the

ceremonies was excellént. I cannot imagine the amount of K%
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ioney the government had spent on }his celebration. I only
hope that the celebration was worthy of the oxpendi tures
anu prepurations.

c. OUn the evening of.May 1% th, Monday; the Chairman
of the Coumittee for this big celebration invited us %o a
buffet dinner.

The host is one of the famcus political figures in
Thailande iie ﬁas police Chief and the Vice-finister of
Home AffaiTs of tho last Prime Hinister's cabinet (tho Prime
Minister himself Qas the Minister of ilome Affgirs)o After
some of the troudvles duriﬂg the recent election he'was
promoted to be Hinister of Home Affairs. Jomebody naaed
nim as “inister of llome Affairs with the hope that he would
resign the post of Chief of Police+ However, the former
police Chief Nai #hao Sriyay:noud bad replied to the inquiry
of his resignation of police Chisf by saying that he had beeh,
serving as a police officer for more than 28 years. This is

“about two ycars short of the 30 ysars. if he resigned now
it would bg fqggmuch sacrifice to him because the police
officer couldngét a pension only after 50 years of sorvice. .
Besides he wade the above statement obenly, he also made
strong protest by mentioning why the lield larshall Srisdi
is nol resigning his post of Conmander~in-Chief after he got

he post of Defense Ministor. It seémed that he is still
in a pretty strong position in the political oircle.

Hge looked very héalthy and is a tall, good-looking
nandsome gentlémau- Ve were welcomed by him and his wife
cor.iially and had been invited %o sit at the honour table.
At the end of the buffet dinner he presented himself pcrson-

24
ally a gift b0 each of tne partioipating foroign guosts. :
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There were several performghcéa of individﬁa1 fightih3 by '
young boys and girls to illustrate Thai's high-fighting', T :@
spirite 1t abtiracted much praise. , |

The strong man police Cniéf!s party ondéd witha very,
_cordiﬁl AvwoBPNVre |

I regret to have to reogort to Your Exceliency thiat I
tried to see Prince FPridi but was told that he is‘aistok
man ond vas not in Bangkoke He is hospitalized in a town
at a far distance froum- the city énd, iherefore, I -coula not’ |
ste him. 1 sent'to him; however, ny grqetings and best §
vishes for his recovory. | | | |
O Conclugsion ¢ _

In conclusion I would like to mention that not only
is Bangkok, the capital of Thailand, the headquartera of -
SEATO, but she is fast becoming the centor in Southeast
Asia for the holding of internatioual confegenqes? _Hith
-this belief in mind, I strongly feel that bocause of the
close ties of oér country with ?hailand that it is important
that wo consider in the immediate future the excha;ge_of
diplomaiic envoyse [ fur ther consider that because of the
1 gro%ing impor tance of Bangkok in this aroa of the viorld

that the exchange be at Ambassadorial level. |
with sentiments of deepest 1oyé;ty and highest esteen,

Hespeotfully ,

, Choi Duk Shin

Envoy Bxtracrdinary and Hinlister
Plonipotentinry of the Ropublic
of Korea to Vlietnam

His Bxcellenocy 0 o ’ [29.

Prosident of tho Republic of Korea )
Attachmonts L. Prograumo of the viuit to Thailand
of Genoial Choi Duk Shin and Yarty
2, Progroxme of the colabration of the 25th
cantury of the Duddhist Bra. v
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