Digital Archive

. . - digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org
International History Declassified

W Wilson
Center

November 22, 1960

Record of Meeting between Moses Bhagwan and
Central Committee of the Czechoslovakian
Communist Party

Citation:

"Record of Meeting between Moses Bhagwan and Central Committee of the
Czechoslovakian Communist Party", November 22, 1960, Wilson Center Digital Archive,
Narodni Archive Praha, UV KSC, 100/3, Ustfedni vybor 1945-1989, oddé&leni mezinarodni,
sv. 41, aj. 187. Obtained and translated for CWIHP by Robert Waters and Jan Koura.
https://wilson-center-digital-archive.dvincitest.com/document/121119

Summary:

Record detailing a meeting with Moses Bhagwan, a journalist and member of the
People's Progressive Party of British Guiana. Bhagwan was sent abroad to ask other
communist parties for assistance with the upcoming election campaign of spring 1961.

Original Language:
Czech

Contents:

Original Scan
Translation - English


digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org

Wilson Center Digital Archive

Original Scan

L2

)7/5Ql éﬁép/vA¢4£ﬂ77
| M

Z 4 z n a mn

Do CSSR pfijel z jednén{ MON v Badenu noviné¥ Bhagvan
Mozert z redakce Zasopisu Thunder - orgénu Lidové pokrokové
strany Britské Quajany. Pfes Svaz noviné¥h poZéddal o rozhovor
ha UV Ks§ /p¥edlo¥il povéfen{ na papi¥e 8 hlavidkou zm{in¥né
strany bez razitka a s nelitelnym podpisem/.

Podle obsahu dopisu byl zmornén jednat s komunistickymi
stranami o pomoc pro m stdvajifci volebni kampah na jare 1961.
Podle jeho slov vysledek voleb pry rozhodne o tom, zda skondi
kolonidln{ reZim Anglie v této zemi,

Pracovnikem mezindrodniho o0dd.0V KS§ s.Novotnym, ktery
s nim jednal, mu bylo sd&leno, Ze jeho Zddost bude posouzena
a %e mu bude sd&lena odpovEd. /Prostiednikem styku evropskych

- komunistickych stran s Peoples Progressive Party podle jeho

ddajt je jgﬁijr Stracken, 146 Calling-§resvent;Cotindale,

B i

London NW 9/.‘

7 BSSR odjel Bhagvan do SSSR, 8iny a odtud pojede do Kuby.
V SSSR a v (in& bude se v31 pravddpodobmosti{ jednat v témZe
smyslue.

A% dosud UV K58 nem¥l kontakty s Lidovou pokrokovou stra-—
nou Britské Quajanye. Jedinym p¥{padem, kiy se tato strana obré-
tila ne &e.orgény,byla obchodni transaskce./Tato strana si ob-
jednala za¥{zeni pro tiskérmu v cen& asi 3,000 liber 3terlinkd.
P¥{sludny podnik zahranidniho obchodu na zéklad& dcporudeni

20 v Londyn& poskytl vynodné platebnf podminky, t.j. umoZnil
nékup na splatky.

XII.o0dd.0v Ks& doporuduje konzultovat s UV KSSS otdzku styicd
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X0/597
Record

From the international journalism conference in Baden a journalist came to
Czechoslovakia, Bhagvan Mozert [sic, Moses Bhagwan], from the journal Thunder -
the organ of the People’s Progressive Party of British Guiana. Through the
Organization of Journalists he asked for a conversation with the Central Committee of
the Czechoslovakian Communist Party. He presented a letter of endorsement on
party letterhead but without a stamp and with an unreadable signature.

According to the letter, he was empowered to interact with Communist parties to ask
for assistance with the upcoming election campaign of spring 1961. According to him,
the election will determine if English colonialism will end.

A worker of the international division of the Central Committee of the
Czechoslovakian Communist Party, Comrade Novotny, who had conversation with
him, told him that the request will be considered and he will receive the answer. The
intermediary in the relationship between European Communist Parties and the
People’s Progressive Party, according to Mozert [sic], is Billy Stracken [sic],[1] 146
Calling Crescent, Colindale, London, NW 9/.

From Czechoslovakia Bhagvan [sic] went to the USSR, China and to Cuba. In the USSR
and also in China he will most probably make the same request.

Up until now, the Central Committee of the Czechoslovakian Communist Party has not
had contact with British Guiana’s People’s Progressive Party. The only occasion in
which that party turned to Czechoslovakian organs was in terms of trade. That party
ordered a printing press with a price of £3,000. That international trade was
recommended by the Czechoslovakian embassy with good payment terms and they
were allowed to buy it through credit paid over time rather than cash.

The 12th Division of the Central Committee of the Czechoslovakian Communist Party
recommends consulting with the Central Committee of the Soviet Communist Party in
regard to relations with the People’s Progressive Party.

November 22, 1960 [Signature]

[1] Billy Strachan was a Jamaican Communist who was based in England. He often
acted as an intermediary between the People’s Progressive Party and European
Communist Parties.



