Digital Archive

. . - digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org
International History Declassified

W Wilson
Center

January 3, 1976

Excerpt from Chernyaev Diary on Dissidents in the
Soviet Union

Citation:
"Excerpt from Chernyaev Diary on Dissidents in the Soviet Union", January 3, 1976,
Wilson Center Digital Archive, Anotoly S. Chernyaev Diary, Manuscript, provided by the

author. Translated by Svetlana Savranskaya for the National Security Archive
https://wilson-center-digital-archive.dvincitest.com/document/121194

Summary:

Chemyaev writes on a meeting of the Politburo when Andropov presented a memo on
dissidents and political prisoners in the USSR.

Original Language:
Russian

Contents:

Original Scan
Translation - English


digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org

Wilson Center Digital Archive Original Scan

3 suBaps 76 r.

W3 unrtepecnoro 3a tpu AHd B LIK mepea Hoebim rogom Owino, moxanyi,
crneaymwuee.

Angponos npeactasus B IloautOropo 3amucky o nonoxennn B CCCP ¢
«auccHaeHTaMu». Mo, COBETCKHE JIIOAW CAYIIAT paano U yausisotes, noveMy OKIT
BApYr crana Ha 3awuty [Imoma u Caxapora, u BooGuie sraet Ha KIICC no nosoay
«namuuug B CCCP nonutHueckux 3ak/moYeHHBIX». YTO B CBA3H C ITHM J€/iaTh, B
3anucke oTBera HeT. Y nonywaercs, 4TO BHYTpPEHHUIl 3aMbicell, KAK MHE MOKa3aiocs,
cocrosanl B ToM, 4ToObl onpaeaathes nepea LIK 3a To, 4T0, HECMOTPS HAa NPOTECTHI CO
CTOPOHBI TAPTHEPOB MO paspsjKe, MPUXOAUTCA «NPOAOIKATH caxaTb». B JokymeHte
Obutn moOoNbITHBIE AaHHBIC: 3a nocjeanue 10 JieT 3a aHTUCOBETCKYIO ACATENILHOCTD
apectoBaHo okoj0 1500 venosek. Korga B 1954 rogy XpyuieB oObSBUI Ha BeCh MHP,
yro B CCCP Her nNojMT3akIlO4YeHHbIX, UX Obiio He Menbwie 1400. B 1976 roay
HACUMTHIBANOCL OKONMO 850 NOMMT3aKMOYEHHBIX, W3 HUX 261 - 3a AHTUCOBETCKYIO
nponarauay. [lopa3una mena uudpa: B crpane 68000 «npodunakTHpOBaHHBIX», TO €CTh
TeX, Koro BeisbiBasnd B KI'B u npeaynpexaamm «o HeAONMYCTHMOCTH» MX AEATE/IbHOCTH.
[IpenynpexaeHo BCKPLITBIX Hepe3 «NpoHHKHOBeHHe» CBbiuie 1800 aHTHCOBETCKHX
rpynn u opranusauuii. Boobue xe, no mueHuw AHzaponosa, B Coperckom Corosze -
COTHM TbiCAY JHOAEH, KoTopele JHOO AEHCTBYIOT, JIMOO TrOTOBbI (NP NOAXOAAWIMX
06cTOATENBCTBAX) ASHCTBOBATE NPOTHB COBETCKOM BIACTH.
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From interesting things in the CC, in the three days before the New Year's, there was.
| think, the following.

Andropov presented a memo to the Politburo about the situation with the "dissidents"
in the USSR saying that the Soviet people listen to the radio and wonder why the FCP
[French Communist Party] has suddenly come out in defense of Plyusch and
Sakharov, and was in general barking at the CC CPSU in connection with "the
existence of political prisoners in the USSR." The memo does not contain an answer
about what to do in this regard. And it turns out that the inner intention [of the
memo], as it seemed to me, was in self-justification to the CC along the lines that
notwithstanding the protests on the part of our detente partners, we will have to
"continue to jail" [the dissidents]. The document contained some curious data: in the
last ten years about 1,500 people were arrested for anti-Soviet activities. When in
1954, Khrushchev announced to the entire world that there were no political
prisoners in the USSR, there were no less than 1,400 of them. In 1975, there were
about 850 political prisoners; among them 261 - [sentenced] for anti-Soviet
propaganda. | was struck with the [following] number: there are 68,000
"prophylacted" persons in the country, i.e. those, who were summoned to the KGB
and warned about "impermissibility" of their activities. Over 1,800 anti-Soviet groups
and organizations were warned after being uncovered through "penetration." All in
all, in Andropov's opinion, there are hundreds of thousands of people in the Soviet
Union, who are either acting or are ready to act (under proper circumstances) against
the Soviet regime.



