Digital Archive

. . - digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org
International History Declassified

W Wilson
Center

February 3, 1949
Cable, Filippov [Stalin] to Anastas Mikoyan

Citation:

"Cable, Filippov [Stalin] to Anastas Mikoyan", February 3, 1949, Wilson Center Digital
Archive, Provided to the National Security Archive/Svetlana Savranskaya by Sergo
Mikoyan (translation published with permission of the National Security Archive). Also
available in RGASPI, f. 558, op. 11, d. 344, 1. 0057-0061. Translated by Sergey
Radchenko. https://wilson-center-digital-archive.dvincitest.com/document/121768

Summary:

Cable from Stalin to Mikoyan, sent with the intent to be passed on to Mao Zedong. Stalin
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expresses disappointment that the CCP does not control the majority of the working
class. Stalin advises that China turn its big cities into bases for communism, and then
gives more specific advice for gaining a majority among the working class. Stalin then
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and anti-aircraft weapons of foreign make, but can send Russian-made weapons.
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Nepenall Mao ![3e-IAyHy CcoJgepxaHue 9TO¥ Teaerpammhu.

lepBoe, MH OueHb pajH, UTO KWTalicKkue TOBapumy OBIaJLENM
COJNBLUVHCTBOM KpPEeCThAHCTBA U CTyleHYecTBa, HO OUEHb OMNEYaleHH
TeM, UTO Yy HUX HeT CoJbuMHCTBa B pabouem Kiacce. O0’AcHAeM
8TO TeM, YTO KKUTallcKMe KOMMYHVCTH MaJo uMeJn feja ¢ GOoabUuMK
NPOMHUJISHHHMY [EeHTpamu,

HyxHo BO yTo OH TO HY CTaJ0 ¥ MNOCKODEee JMKBUIUDOBATHL 3TOT
HEeIOCTaTOK, DoJbmue ropojna JIOJXKHH MPEeBPETUTbCHA B 0&83H KOMMY -
HU3Ma. He TOJAbKO He HyXHO OOAThCHA 3aHWMaTh CoJabliMe ropoja, a
Haob0poT, HaJ0 CTapaTbhbCd 3aHAThL KX MOCKODPEEe ¥ MNPEeBPaTUTh MX
B cBoM KpenocTr., OCHOBY HBe3aBrCUMOCTV KrrTad cocTaBlAeT HUHIAY -
CTpuanu3aunda, HO MHIAyCTpuaamaupoBaTh Hutal HeBO3MOXHO 6e3 OB-
JaJeHysa OOJbUVMY TOpoOJaMy ¥ APYyTUMM WHLYCTpDY albHHMU LEHTpamu,

[To ¥3BECTHOMY MOJOXEHWD MapHKCU3Ma-JeHUHU3Ma KOMMYHUCTH He
MOTyT OBJAaJZeTh cBoell cTpaHO#l ¥ PYKOBOAWTHL €0, He ¥Med COJdb-
myHCTBa B palouem Klacce. HyxHo Ha (alpuKax ¥ 3aBoJaxX ¥ Ha Xe-
JE3HHX Joporax Co3JaTh rpynna pabouuX-KOMMYHHCTOB W COYyBCT-
By OLMX HKOMMyHEKCTaM. HYyXHO OTHDHTb [pUEM B UYJEHH KOMIApTUM IpPO-
BEDPEHHHX palou¥X ¥ CJayXauyX u3 TPYJLOBOV WMHTEANUTreHnuu, HyXHO
noMoub palbouuM YJAYULUTH CBOE MaTepralbHoe MoJoxeHue 0e3 3ala-
CTOBOK MJM npu nomomy 3a0aCTOBOK, HyXHO m3JaTb 38KOH O TpyIe
¥ cTpaxoBaHum pabouyx oT OOJE3HM, VHBAJUIZHOCTV, CTAPOCTH. Bo
raase npoPcow3oB HaLO MMETh VCMHTaHHHX KOMMYHVCTOB, TaKHX, KO-
TOpHE He COeryT oT KOMMYHNWCTOB B clyuae TpyaHocTefl, a OyayT
CTOATb TBEDLO H2 KOMMYHUCTHUECKVX MO3UUMAX. [IpOofCO03u AOJAXHH
OHTb B Dy Kax KOMMYHMCTOB.,

Bce 9TM MepONpPUATHA MOMOTrYT Bam OBJ&aJeTb pPabouuM KI&CCOM.

B BHDaOOTKe 38KOHOB O TDyJe MH BamM MOMOXeM,

3ropoe. Hy®HO BO uTO Oy TO H¥ CTalo OBIajieTh paboue-Kpe-
CTbAHCKON MOJOZEXbO ¥ XEHCKUM OCBOGOLVTENbHHM IBUXCHUEM.
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MoxHO CHJAO OH CO3J2Tb UTO-IKGO Bpojge "Cow3a MOMNOAHX NaTPHOTOB"
MO JIMHUM mMOoXOZexku ¥ "JIeMOKDE&TUYECKOro Con3a XCHWUH" [0 AUHUY
XEHCHOT'O JIBUXCHVA. OTOrO JeJa Heab3d OTHIAINBATD.

Tperbe. Korza pycckue KOMMYHUCTH NpUiaY K BJACTH, OHM ele
MEHbIle yMeaV yInpaBlATh KDPYNHHMU TODOL&MM W cTpaHO, uem Kurali-
CKMe HOMMYyHUCTH B HACTOAMNEE BpEeMd. UlHaKo, B TeueHye IByX-Tpex
JeT DYyCCHUM KOMMYHNCTEM Yy Ia8J0Ch BHPaGOT2Thb CBOW Kalps, CBOI MH-
TEIINTCEUMO U3 cpelu pabouyux, KpeCcTbAH, TPYIOBOMH NHTENNVTeHUuM ,
MOJNOJZHX OQMUEPOB 8pMU¥ ¥ TaKuM 00pa3oM OBJAEIETh yIpaBleHueMm
crpanoif,

Cula pyCCKUX HOMMYHKCTOB COCTOUT B TOM, YTO JXEBATh ACCHATHX
BCEX COBETCHKMX KalIpPOB NPOMHINIEHHHX, ¢VBH2HCOBH, CeJdbCHKOXO03dlcT-

~ BEHHHX, XeNe3HOJODOXHHX, aIMWHKCTDATVBHO-YIDABICHYECKVX COCTOHT
aubo u3 OuBmEX paboyux u TPYLOBHX MHTEIJNKIE€HTOB, Au0C0 M3 CHHO-
Bell m nouepeft pabouMx, KPeCThsiH U TpPYIOBHX WHTEJJIVTEeHTOB., MH
AyMaewu, uTO 3aM NMPUTOJUTCA STOT Hall ONMHT B Jeie BHPaUVBaHVAd CBO-
UX ENTallcKuMx KanpoB. HyxHO noGonbme HanpaBiafTb pabouux, Kpe-
CTbAH, ¥X JgeTell, MONOAHX OJUIEPOB B WKOAH WUIAN crneuvalbHHe KYyp-
CH AMdA OCyYCHMA DE3HHM CNEUMalbHOCTHAM MO YyNpaBleHU NPOMHUMIEH -
HOCTb, CeJbCKUM X03afCTBOM, TDAHCIOPTOM, XO03AiCcTBOM GOJbUNUX
roposoB, {MHaHCaM¥U W T.n. Eciu Yy Bac HeT TaKux WKOX, HEaJLO0 ¥X CO=-
3ZaTh NOCHKopee., MH 3aM moMoxeM,

HOHEeYHO, mepBoe BpeMA DYCCHKME CNeUuaayc Ty MoMoryT Bam Ha-
JaluTb X03aAlCTBO cTpaHH. Ho PYCCKMe chneumaluCTH MOTYT COCTaBUTh
JAVMb Kamlo B MOope. BaM HYyXHW THCAYM ¥ THCHAUY CBOUMX KuTallcKux

o KalpoB. Be3 TaKuX KajpOB ynpaBIATb crpaHoil Heab3d. Bu BHUI DHBa-
eTe BOIHY ¢ Goabuum ycnexom, HO BH HaBepHAKA npourpaere Kurait,
€Cau He OyleTe VMETb CBOMX KUTalCKUX KalIpoB. [cau HyxHO OyierT,
ME MOXEM MNDUHATE B CBOV WKOJH HEKOTODOE KOJAMYECTBO Bamux apnei
Ans OOyUeHMHA VWX Da3HLM CHeLValbHOCTAM.

UeTBepToe. Y Hac HeT Tenepb 3€HVTOK ¥ MPOTUBOTAHKOBHX Ny-
llex MHOCTPAHHOIrO MNMPOU3BOJACTRA. NCAr HKuTallcKue HOMMYHVWCTH XOTAT,
MH MOXEM MoCHaTb WM 3€HUTKM, NDOTVBOTAHKOBHE NyWKy ¥ NPOTUBO-
T@8HKOBHE DYyXbA DPYCCHOIO MPOV3BOLCTRBA. YTO KaceeTCs Opra”y3aluu
BOEHHOV [IDOMUIIEHHOCTH, TO MH MOXEM BaM MOMOYb [0 Mepe CBOuX
cua, TpoTud Mu MOXeM Bawm npucrIarTh.,

SUIUTITICB,
3 Qempana 1949 r.
OTn. OLuH 3K3 B : n /3. %
. . epHo: Hau.cueru - fi# My
£ 1 - ToB.Yeyynupny
¥ 1671
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AHJIPEEBY. Unby & jpresto NG Lottrr YLy gpremstts,

y colepmaHue 3TOif Temerpamms.

llepepaiiTe lao [ze-

[leppoe. lim oueHb pajH, fm‘.g KUTajicKue ToBapumy OBIaLENHN
0ONBUMHCTBOM KpPECThSHCTBA U CTyEEH&FCTBa,'HO OUeHb oOIevale-
HH TeM, UYTO y HUX HeT OCOJBbIUHC TBA B\pa\éoqu knacce. 06"sc-
HAEM 3TO TeM, UTO KUTAjiCKMEe KOMMYHHUCTH INJIO MMEJNM nejxa C
CONBMUMM NIPOMHIUIEHHEMY u;empamn@y:mo BO hgo 6H TO HU cTa-

\
JIO U IIOCKOpee JNUKBULUDPOBATDH 3TOT HEIOCTaTOK.

OnbIME ropojza
- JOJMHH INDPEeBPaTUTHCA B 6a3H KOMMYyHU3MA.. H(TOJIB He HymHO

60ATHCA 32HUMATH GonblMe ropofa, & Hao60pPOT, HaJX cTapaTscsd

&) 3BECT~

HOMY IIOJIOMEHND MapKCHU3Ma-JeHUHU3Ma KOMMYyHUCTH H€ MOI'yT OBlIa-

3aHATD UX IOCKOpEee MU INpeBpaTUTh UX B CBOHU KPeIloCT

IeTh CBOE} CTpaHO#l U DYKOBOIUTE en, HE uMes GONBIMHCTBE B
pabouem Enacce. HymHo Ha dabpurax n 3aBorax ¥ HAE mele 3HHX
Aoporax cos3jaTh I'DyNNH pab0UYUX-KOMMYyHUCTOB ¥ COYYBCTBYDIUX
ROuMyHHUCTaM, Hy®HO OTKDHTD NpUeM B UNeHH KOMIapTUH [IDO BEpEeH-
HHX pabouux ¥ CAymamux U3 TPYLOBOil UHETeNIUreHmuu . HymHo né—
MOUb palbouli yNIyullUTh CBOe MaTepUanbHOE MONOMEHUEe Ge3 3afa-
CTOBOK HIM HpU noMomu 3a0acTOBOK. HymHOo M3IaTh 3aK0H 0 TPy~
fie U CTpaxoBaHUM pabouux OT GONEe3HU, MHBAIULHOCTH, CTapocTn,
Bo rnaBe npodiconsos Hamo MMETPH MCHHTIHHEX KOMMYHMCTOB, TAKUX,
KOTODHE He COeryT oT i%mcweﬁ, a 6yInyT CTOATH
TBEPIO HE& KOMMyHNCTHUYECKUX NO3MIuAX. [IpodconsH momEHHE GHTH

B PYKax KOMMYHHUCTOB.

Bce artu mepompuartus momoryr Baum opnazeTs pabounu Kxac-

com.ZB BHDaCOTKEe BaKOHOB O TPyxe MH Bam momomen.
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Bropoe. HykHO BO uTO 6H TO HE CTamo 0BIaJETHh pabdoue-
KPEeCThAHCKOY MONOIEMBPD I KEHCKUM OCBOGOJNUTENBHHM JBUKEHUEM.
MomHO 6mmo OH c037aTh uTO-au60 Bpone "Comse MOJTOJHX HATPUO-
ToB" mo nuHMEN Momogemu ¥ "JemoxpaTuueckoro Comsa meHmuE" mo
TUHVY KEHCKOIO JBUMEHUS. JITOrO Jejga Heabssd OTKIANHBATE.

Tperse. Horga pyccrMe KOMMYHMCTH NPUIIM K BJIACTH, OHHU
eme MEHBNE yMeJM yNpaBlaATb KPYNHHMU T'opojJaMl M CTpaHoi, ueuM
KUTajCKIle KOMMyHUCTH B HacTosamee BpeMsa. OmHako, B TeueHUe
OByX-Tpex JEeT DPYyCCKUM KOMMYHNUCTaM yIajloch BHpa6oTaTbh CBOHU
KaJpH, CBOD WHTENIUIEeHIMD U3 CpejH pabouux, KPECTHAH, TPYLO-

BOl MHTENIUTCHIN yeibouiddi@iia 100IHX OCUIEDOB ,AQMANL 1 cﬁggs
06pasou OBIALETH )HPEBHGHM% CTpaHO“. Gma OCTOUT B %’%

TOM, UTO LeBATH JECATHX BCEX anpoB NPOMHIIEHHHX, Ou-
HaHCOBHX, CGHBCROXOBHﬁCTBeHHHX, mMelxe3HONOPORHHX, aIMUHICTpa-
TUBHO-YNDP&BICGHUECKUX COCTOAT MO0 U3 OHBUEUX palboyux U prﬂo?
BHX WMHTEJNJIUrE€HTOB, aubo u3 émHoseﬁ 1 pjouepeil pabouux, Hpe-
CTBAH I TPYyNOBHX MHTENAUIreHTOB. My nymaem, uro Bam npuro-
AUTCS 3TOT Hall ONHT B felle BHDANUBaHUS CBOUX KUTAiCKUX Kai-

- poB. HymHO noGonbme HANpaBAsATh pafouux, KpecThaH, UX geTeii,
MOJIOZHX OQULEPOB B WKOJH WIN CHEeLUAanbHHE KYPCH Iid o0yueHNs
P 3SHHM CHNEeLUalbHOCTAM IO YyNpaBIeHUD NPOMHILIEHHOCTHD, CEeIb-

* CHKHUM XO03s{CTBOM, TPaHCHODPTOM, x038#CTBOM 6oNbmix ropojos,
¢unanceMu u T.n. BEcaum y Bac HeT Takux WKOJ, HaJO0 KX CO3JaTh
nockopee. lMu Bam nomomemilfoneqﬂo, epBOe BpeMs pYCCKUe
CneuManucTH NoMoryT Bam HamazuTh Xx03gficTBO cTpaHH. Ho pyccrkue
CHeIMaiCTH MOTyT COCTaBUTPH INMWIb Kaim® B Mope. Bau HYXHH TH-

CAYM U THCAUM CBOMX KUTAfCKUX KaxpoB. Bes Tarux KaJpoB




Wilson Center Digital Archive Original Scan

of

YIpaBIATE CTpPaHO HEIb3f. 2
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‘vﬁ§rnmanMEaeTe BOWiHy C GONbHMM yCIexXoM, HO BH HaBepHsa-
Ka npourpaere HmTaﬁ, ecnu He OyneTe UMETh CBOUX KUTaiCKUX
Haggoq. E%gn Hy®HO OyneT, MH MOXEM NDPHHATH B CBOM MKOJH He-

“ onmnuecTBO Bamux nojeit ans o6yueHus ux pas3HHM qIeHUANb-
HOCTSAM.

HYeTBepToe. ¥ Hac HET Temepb B3EHUTOK I NPOTUBOTAHKO BHX
IyLeK MHOCTparHOI'0o NpOM3BOJACTEBA. LCal KUTajiCKMe KOMMYHMCTH
XOTAT, MH MOMEM IIOCTaTh MM 3€HHUTKM, NPOTHBOTAHKOBHE MNYNKA N
IPOTHBOTAHKOBHE DymbA PYCCKOIO NPOU3BOICTBA. YTO EKacaeTcs
OPraHusallll BOEHHON APOMMENIEHHOCTH, TO MH MOXeM Bal HoMOub

o mepe ceomx cma. IpoTun mH MomeM Bam mpuciars.

QUJIVIITIOB

3 ¢espans 1949 roga.

b qekpans 4949 k.

| w@gm MEALL ol

m&M M.E-Ga-AuHMM
roLL} 15Lﬁ5;.
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Top Secret
Cable

(On fear of large cities and disconnectedness from workers. On the request for
weapons and ammunition)

I.V. STALIN to A.l. MIKOYAN 3 February 1949 (No. 0862)
TO MIKOYAN:
Convey to Mao Zedong the content of this telegram.

First. We are very pleased that the Chinese comrades control the majority of the
peasantry and the students but we are very saddened that they do not have a
majority in the working class. We explain this by the fact that the Chinese
Communists have not had experience in large industrial centers.

One should by all means and as soon as possible liquidate this shortcoming. Big cities
must be turned into bases for Communism. One should not only be unafraid to
occupy big cities, but one should, by contrast, try to occupy them as quickly as
possible to turn them into one’s fortresses. The basis of China’s independence is
industrialization, but one cannot industrialize China without possession of big cities
and other industrial centers.

In accordance with a well-known guideline of Marxism-Leninism, communists cannot
take over their country and lead it without having a majority among the working
class. One should create groups of worker Communists and Communist sympathizers
at factories and industries, and at railroads. One should open the membership of the
Communist Party to tried workers and members of the working intelligentsia. One
should help workers to improve their material conditions without strikes or by means
of strikes. One should publish a law on labor and workers’ insurance for illness,
disability, and the old age. At the head of professional unions one should have proven
Communists, who will not desert Communists in case of difficulties, but will firmly
uphold Communist positions. Professional unions must be in the Communists’ hands.

All of these measures will help you take control of the working class.
We can help you in the development of laws on labor.

Second. One should by all means take control of the worker-peasant youth and the
women’s liberation movement. One could create something like a “Union of young
patriots” for the youth and a “Democratic union of women” for the women'’s
movement. This matter cannot be put off.

Third. When Russian Communists came to power, they knew how to run large cities
and the country to an even lesser extent that the Chinese Communists at the present
time. However, in the course of 2-3 years the Russian Communists were able to raise
their cadres, their intelligentsia, young officers of the army, and, in such a way, to
master the running of the country.

The power of the Russian Communists is in the fact that nine-tenths of all Soviet
industrial, financial, agricultural, railroad, administrative-management cadres are
either former workers and working intelligentsia, or sons and daughters of workers,
peasants, and working intelligentsia. We think that you will find this experience of
ours useful in the task of raising your Chinese cadres. One should send more workers,



peasants, their children, and young officers to schools or special courses to study
various professions for managing industry, agriculture, transport, economy of large
cities, finances, and so on. If you do not have such schools, they should be created as
soon as possible. We will help you.

Of course, at first the Russian specialists will help you fix the economy of the country.
But the Russian specialists can only be a drop in an ocean. You need thousands and
thousands of your own Chinese cadres. Without such cadres one cannot run the
country. You will win the war with great success but you will certainly lose China, if
you don’t have your own, Chinese, cadres. If need be, we can accept in our schools a
certain number of your people to teach them different professions.

Fourth. Currently we don’t have antiaircraft and anti-tank weapons of foreign make. If
the Chinese Communists desire, we can send them antiaircraft guns, anti-tank
cannons and anti-tank rifles of Russian make. As for the organization of military
industry, we can help you as much as we can. We can send you TNT.

FILIPPOV [Stalin]
3 February 1949.



