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Wilson Center Digital Archive Translation - English

Translation from Korean       SECRET  
Copy Nº 1  
  
DECISION OF THE KWP CC PLENUM  
30-31 August 1956  
  
The results of the work of the government delegation which visited fraternal
countries, and some pressing tasks of our Party  
  
I.  
  
Having heard and discussed the report about the work of the DPRK Government
delegation which visited the USSR, GDR, Romania, Bulgaria, Hungary,
Czechoslovakia, Albania, Poland, and the Mongolian People's Republic between 1 June
and 19 July, the plenum notes with satisfaction that the Government delegation has
completely performed its work.  
  
The friendly visit of the Government delegation to fraternal countries has increased
the international prestige of our country even further, further strengthened and
developed the friendship and cooperation between our people and the peoples of
these countries, and made a great contribution to the cause of peace in Asia and
Europe.  
  
The plenum warmly welcomes the fact that a complete unity of views on the most
important international issues was found in the course of the discussions between our
Government delegation and the leaders of these countries and that the leaders of the
fraternal countries wholeheartedly supported us in the struggle for the peaceful
reunification of the motherland and the recovery and construction of the economy in
the postwar period.  
  
The plenum expresses deep gratitude for the granting enormous new economic and
technical aid to the Korean people, and notes that this will be of much help in the
development of the economy of our country and improving the lives of the people.  
  
All Party organizations and Party members should carry out the policy of our Party
directed at the achievement of the peaceful reunification and independence of our
motherland, to strengthen the friendship and solidarity with the peoples of the
fraternal countries under the banner of proletarian internationalism even further, and
should fight even more strongly to achieve even greater successes in the cause of
peace and socialism.  
  
2.  
  
The plenum thinks that, considering the best experience of economic policy of the
fraternal countries, when drawing up the first five-year plan it is necessary to pay
special attention to the following factors for the fastest development of the economy
of our country on the basis of the main direction proposed by the 3rd congress of the
Party and the improvement of the lives of the people.  
  
First. In all sectors of the economy consolidate the successes previously achieved and
on this basis provide measures for the fastest improvement of the lives of the people.
At the same time create a solid material base in the future for the further
development of the economy of our country.  
  
Second. It is necessary to correctly arrange our efforts so that they not be scattered,



but are concentrated on the necessary objectives. Sites that are too large in capital
investment, the construction of which requires a long period, need to be deferred, but
the men and equipment [should be] invested in those sites which might be quickly
finished, put into operation, and will be able to provide production.  
  
Third. It is necessary to vigorously fight such phenomena as demands for additional
capital investment or additional equipment. It is necessary to more fully mobilize and
use domestic resources by increasing the utilization factor of available equipment
and labor productivity.  
  
Fourth. Guided by the fact that the economic ties between the countries of the
socialist camp strengthen from day to day and there exists a principle of the division
of labor between them, we do not need to what is difficult to accomplish with our own
resources and for which there is no great need. It is necessary to develop those
industrial sectors in which we can use the beneficial natural and economic conditions
of our country. In addition, it is necessary to increase the holdings of foreign currency
and use it more rationally.  
  
As regards industry, the main capital investment needs to be made in the following
sectors:  
  
in the metallurgical industry: for the complete restoration of the metallurgical plant in
Hwanghae, and the foundries in [Kansen] and [Sondin].   
  
in the chemical industry: primarily for the restoration of the fertilizer production
plants; for the preparation and accomplishment of the development of the organic
chemical industry.  
  
in the construction materials industry: for the rapid complete outfitting of existing
cement plants; for the acceleration of the construction of the cement plant in
[Madon].  
  
in the repair and construction of electrical power stations: devoting main attention to
the complete repair and the fitting out of existing equipment, limit itself to part of
new construction; and for the putting in order and using the equipment of the thermal
electric power stations which exist at enterprises.  
  
in the coal industry: continue to increase capital investment in order to completely
satisfy the need for coal of all sectors of the economy and population.  
  
in light industry: for the rapid restoration of the [Chondin] textile works in order to
produce viscose; for the acceleration of the work being done to build dyeing and silk
fabric mills; for preparations to process flax fiber.  
  
in the agricultural sector put the main emphasis on increasing the yield of grain crops
per unit of land. It is necessary to ensure a high proportion of corn crops and expand
the land planted for potatoes at the same time as an increase of land planted for rice,
a high-yielding crop.  
  
It is necessary to increase the production of various chemical fertilizers and seek for
more than 200 kg of chemical fertilizers to be applied per jeongbo in two to three
years.  
  
It is necessary to improve the operation of state seed growing stations and the work
of experimental breeding points, and beginning next year create seed growing points



in each agricultural cooperative to produce and supply them with a large quantity of
selected seeds.  
  
We should further expand the use of new equipment and speed up the mechanization
of all work by expanding the network of machine rental stations and supplying them
with the best agricultural equipment.  
  
When launching work to build irrigation and water conservation structures, work to
put cultivated land in order and protect it, it is necessary to reduce the construction
of facilities with large state capital investment and more broadly expand the
construction of medium-sized and small irrigation structures which require few
materials and resources and can be built through the efforts of the peasants
themselves. The necessary resources and materials need to be allocated to do this.  
  
It is necessary to develop agricultural science and technology, more broadly
introduce agrotechnology methods to the peasants which produce high yields, and
improve the care of high-yielding crops.  
  
We should reduce the payment for the use of irrigation structures and partially
reduce the tax in kind and the return of seed loans to those poor peasants whose
standard of living is still difficult. It is necessary to increase the real income of the
peasants and increase their personal interest in labor by improving the work to
establish a system of procurement of technical and other agricultural crops and the
purchase prices.  
  
In the fishing industry sector: vigorously fight such phenomena such as when they
stop catching fish, waiting for fishing season, and actively develop seasonal fishing,
and also various medium-sized and small businesses. It is necessary to take steps to
strengthen the state sector in the fishing industry to provide production cooperatives,
agricultural and fishing cooperatives, and fishermen with ships and fishing
equipment, and increase their personal interest in catching fish.  
  
It is necessary to pay great attention to craftsmen, small traders, medium-sized and
small businessmen, and involve them in socialist construction and gradually
reeducate them in a socialist spirit. It is necessary to provide them with the
conditions for free activity and reduce the amount of taxes. It is necessary for them
to organize the production of various consumer goods, using local raw material and
the waste of state enterprises.  
  
It is necessary to strictly enlist them in production cooperatives on a voluntary basis,
give the production cooperatives the established long-term state loans, and supply
them with individual materials and raw material. We will thereby ensure their
production activity. Private traders can sell state goods where there is no network of
state or cooperative stores.  
  
In order to support the lives of people who do not have work it is necessary to expand
the network of various production cooperatives and other enterprises and enlist them
there. It is necessary to send part of them to state farms, and others to strong
agricultural cooperatives, state fishing enterprises, and fishing cooperatives. This will
in turn promote a growth of production.  
  
The plenum stresses the importance of developing and implementing measures to
improve the training of technical cadre for the purpose of a rapid development of the
economy.  
  
It is necessary to improve the work of various technical education organizations, and



especially the quality of instruction.  
  
It is necessary thoughtfully organize the sending of students, trainees, and sightseers
to other countries, and again reconsider the allocation of specialists who have
received an education in other countries.  
  
It is necessary to organize a network of technical study so that graduates of people's
and primary schools who cannot study further in school at a higher level can obtain
technical skills.  
  
In work in state social security and social insurance it is necessary to increase the
pensions and monetary allowances which have been set in low amounts, increase the
monetary subsidies issued on the basis of social security and social insurance on the
occasion of a birth or death; and expand work to organize workers' rest on the basis
of social insurance.  
  
It is necessary to pay special attention to solving the housing problem in order to
rapidly improve the people's lives. It is necessary to increase work on housing
construction to an industrial level by increasing capital investments in housing
construction and developing the prefabricated construction method.  
  
When making the main capital investments in the housing construction of Pyongyang
and other industrial cities it is necessary to build much housing in the district and
other administrative centers and villages.  
  
In order for the people in the cities and villages to build housing themselves they
need to be sold cement, glass, lumber, nails, and other construction materials, and
also carpentry instruments, and to loan the necessary amounts needed for housing
construction.  
  
Increase work on foreign trade still further.  
  
When strengthening economic ties with the countries of the socialist camp, it is
necessary at the same time to expand trade ties with capitalist countries, especially
Japan and the countries of Southeast Asia.  
  
It is necessary to develop work to actively seek sources of exports and increase the
kinds of exports as a national movement.  
  
The Central Committee stresses that all Party organizations and all Party members
should exhibit high initiative and patriotic dedication in order to successfully carry out
the pressing tasks of our Party to rapidly rebuild and develop the economy and
improve the people's lives.  
  
It is necessary to appreciably increase the production of goods at current enterprises
by increasing the level of use of the equipment and labor productivity in all sectors of
the economy and also by launching a mass movement to reduce the cost of goods,
for a loving treatment of equipment, and the establishment of a strict system of
economy against any sort of manifestation of waste, and it is necessary to increase
socialist accumulations.  
  
3.  
  
With great joy the plenum welcomes the fact that after the 20th CPSU congress the
peoples of the Soviet Union, who rallied even more closely around the Communist



Party of the Soviet Union, are exhibiting high creative activity and have achieved new
great successes in all spheres of political, economic, and cultural life.  
  
The decisions of the 20th CPSU congress revealed new prospects before international
Communism and the worker's movement and boundlessly inspire all progressive
mankind of the world who fight for peace, socialism, and democracy.  
  
In its historic decision of 30 June 1956, "Overcoming the Cult of Personality and Its
Consequences", summing up the results of the great successes achieved after the
20th congress in the sphere of international and domestic policy the CPSU CC gave
an exhaustive Marxist-Leninist reply on a number of acute theoretical and political
issues being advanced at the present time in connection with the issues of the cult of
personality, and gave a decisive rebuff to all sorts of provocative intrigues of
bourgeois reactionary strata who tried to use the issue of the cult of personality of
Stalin to denigrate and attack the system of socialism. The cult of personality, as the
CPSU CC justly pointed out, cannot arise from the nature of the socialist system and
cannot exert any influence on the socialist essence of the Soviet system.  
  
The fact that the Soviet Union overcame all the difficulties and trials in the course of
socialist construction and have been victoriously building Communism during the
period of the Great Patriotic War and at the present time in spite of all the
shortcomings and mistakes associated with the cult of personality historically proves
the strength and great vitality of the Soviet socialist system. The measures of the
Communist Party of the Soviet Union to overcome the cult of personality and its
consequences are a great lesson and example for all Marxist-Leninist Parties.  
  
The KWP CC fully supports the decision of the CPSU CC, "Overcoming the Cult of
Personality and Its Consequences", and warmly welcomes the enormous successes
achieved by the Communist Party of the Soviet Union in the principled struggle to
overcome the cult of personality.  
  
This plenum recognizes that the cult of personality also exists in our country to some
degree, which the CC plenum pointed out back in March 1956.  
  
This was expressed in the excessive exaltation of the role and merits of a personality,
chiefly in the ideological work of our Party.  
  
But this could not have exerted a negative influence on the collective leadership,
which is consistently viewed by the Party CC as the highest principle of Party
governance; it could not have exerted an influence on the line and policy of the Party.
 
  
This plenum thinks that the Party CC has devoted attention to the correction of
manifestations associated with the cult of personality in our country in recent years,
and also recognizes as correct the adoption of serious measures at the March 1956
plenum concerning the rapid and completely correction of such manifestations.  
  
The Party CC is taking steps to republish historical works and schoolbooks, continues
to wage an active struggle against dogmatism, formalism, and bureaucratism, is
developing intra-Party democracy even further, and is pursuing ideological
educational work with the comrades who were drawn into the factional activity of the
clique of Pak Heonyeong and Ri [Syn Yep] because of lack of principle, inexperience,
and short-sightedness. As a result, our Party is being strengthened ever more and is
developing organizationally and ideologically.  
  
But the Party cannot be satisfied with this. We should continue to tirelessly educate



Party members and the masses in the difficult experience and lessons of the CPSU
associated with the cult of personality of Stalin to completely root out the cult of
personality which existed in our country.  
  
However, the Party is obliged to caution against the incorrect tendency directed at
undermining Party unity, the creation of mistrust toward Party organizations, ignoring
Party centralism, and disregarding the role of Party leaders and causing harm to the
Party leadership as a result of confusing the cult of personality with the respect and
trust of the masses in Party leaders.  
  
We will stubbornly fight to defend the Leninist principles of Party leadership and for
the consistent realization of the tasks assigned at the 3rd Party congress in the
matter of Party policy. It is necessary to pursue a systematic fight with bureaucratism
beginning with the Party CC and ending with primary Party organizations, increase
the creative initiative and the activity of the Party masses in every possible way, and
observe the principle of collective leadership even more consistently.  
  
In the interests of the Party and revolution it is necessary to vigorously root out the
methods of suppressing opinions and the creative initiative of the Party masses as
criminal, having nothing in common with the essence of Party work and trampling on
democracy inside the Party. In daily managerial work Party workers are obliged to
strengthen relations with the masses, respect them, instill sincere faith in the Party in
the masses, and lead them in order to become leaders deserving of trust.  
  
It is necessary to apply efforts in order to strengthen the leading role of the Party,
increase the functions of Party committees even more, ensure the further
development of the creative activity of the organs of state power, administrative,
scientific, and cultural institutions, public organizations, and local bodies.  
  
It is especially necessary to give local institutions the opportunity to broadly
demonstrate their independent functions by granting them broader rights and
improving the methods of their leadership.  
  
The plenum considers it necessary to strictly study and monitor the staff of state
institutions in the direction of a further increase of the capability of government
bodies, drawing headquarters organizations closer to low-level organizations, and an
increase in the speed of resolution of issues that are raised. Hold elections to
provincial, city, district, and rural district people's committees (village people's
committees, and to the people's committees of worker's regions) in November 1956
in order to consolidate collective leadership of the organs of people's power, to
increase their role and for more active participation of the broad popular masses in
work to manage the state, and [hold] elections to the Supreme National Assembly in
April 1957 and create permanent commissions inside people's committees for the
coordination of work in political, economic, and cultural areas.  
  
This plenum stresses that one of the most important tasks facing us is the expansion
of the ideological work of our Party through the creative application of the general
provisions of Marxism-Leninism to the specific reality of our country by developing
and continuing the best traditions of the national culture.  
  
In order to correctly explain the numerous issues which arise in the course of the
progress of our revolution and the practical activity of the Party to the working
masses workers of the ideological front are obliged to be creatively proficient in
Marxism-Leninism, and exhibit greater boldness in the study and development of its
theory as applied to the reality of our country.  
  
Workers in the arts, literature, and sciences should exhibit greater activity and



initiative in order to speed the development of our literature and art through the
development of broad discussions and the bolder publication of the results of their
research and creativity through a free exchange of opinions.  
  
The stronghold of the unity of Party ranks is a required condition for the successful
conclusion of our revolution, but the current international and domestic situations
especially require the greatest attention be devoted to the matter of consolidating
the strength and unity of our Party.  
  
The enemies of Communism construct various conspiracies and intrigues in order to
sow discord among the Marxist-Leninist Parties and subvert these Parties from within.
 
  
The entire Party should observe high vigilance with respect to the enemies opposing
us who are striving in their malicious activity to use any cracks and sending their
agents to us in order to undermine the Party.  
  
In the struggle for Party unity all Party members should constantly remember what
serious damage factionalism caused the revolutionary movement in our country
before liberation and the revolutionary movement in South Korea after liberation, and
should wage a consistent struggle to root out the vestiges of factionalism which still
exist inside the Party.  
  
Factional activity inside the Party should be unquestionably prohibited. Factionalism
should be not pursued under any name whatsoever and no matter how little, it should
be decisively broken up as a criminal activity subverting the unity of the Party. All
Party members are obligated to consistently fight for the further development of
criticism inside the Party, especially criticism from below, and for the development of
democracy in order the strengthen Party forces in every possible way.  
  
However, actions cannot be permitted in the Party which pursue the goal of
undermining the unity of the Party and disrupting its unity under the cover of a
so-called strengthening of criticism and the development of  democracy.  
  
Democracy inside a Marxist-Leninist Party is democratic centralism, when the
minority is subordinate to the majority, lower Party bodies are subordinate to higher
[ones], and the entire Party organization to the Central Committee, and thereby a
unity of action and will of all Party members is achieved. Centralism relies only on
democracy, which supports the initiative of all Party members.  
  
Relying on Leninist norms of Party life, democratic centralism of the Party should
develop criticism and allow the free discussion of issues which arise in the course of
Party work.  
  
Democratic centralism requires that after the Party line is approved by a common
decision Party members obey this decision and unswervingly carry it out, regardless
of the people who have obeyed this decision.  
  
However, to act against or condemn decisions and Party policy in an unorganized
manner and behind [its] back, and calling this "an expansion of democracy", to
slander Party cadre and undermine unity, all these liberal-anarchist acts cannot be
tolerated inside our Party, a Marxist-Leninist Party.  
  
The Party should constantly remember that such actions which undermine Party
strength promote actions by enemies against our Party and are used by them in their
malicious activity.  



  
All Party organizations are obligated to maintain iron discipline in the Party,
vigorously fight any sort of harmful ideological vestiges and their carriers, and at the
same time strengthen the norms of Party life, which helps unite and strengthen trust
among allies.  
  
To strengthen the Party spirit of Party members it is necessary to arm them with
Marxism-Leninism and the experience of the revolutionary movement in our country,
and it is necessary to increase work to educate Party members in the spirit of
proletarian internationalism and love for their motherland.  
  
Therefore we will strengthen and develop our Party, a cohesive combat detachment,
which can successfully perform a guiding, directing role in any complex situation and
preserve the iron unity of the Party.  
  
CHAIRMAN OF THE KWP CC KIM IL SUNG  
  
Five copies printed   Translated [by]:  
Nº 933      Rozanov [signature]  
printed. m/b     Bulgakov [signature]  
12 September 1956       Suvorov [signature]  


