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For: Brig. Gen. A. J. Goodpaster
The White House

A Loy~

From: Walter J. Stoessel, Jr.
G Ruy R
Enclosed 1s a copy of a
memorandum of conversation dated
December 17 on the subject
"Suggested Guidance for Chairman
McCone's use in 'Meet the Press'
interview December 18 if asked
about reported Israeli Atomic
Weapons Developments' for the
inf nation of Mr. Gordom Gray.
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BUBJECT: Suggested Cuidance for Chairmen McCona's use in "Meet the Prusa"
" intarview Docerber 18 if asked sbout reported Israeli Atomic Veapons ]
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© M. !‘ratnr called at the Departnent on Hr. !hcone'a instructions to discuss ﬁi
with us owr sugpentions concerning how Mr..McCone might handls questions on this § .
subject. He was given o copy of the Contingency Guidance which had bean prepared Gl

for ‘Dcpartnent.uua in the event that an Israeli annpurcement might make it ¢

neosssary for ts to ansver questions from the press. It was pointed out, however, .
. that this was not specifically epplicable to tha situation at the moment, when

there has been no Israsli announcement but when there have been press reporta

from Lopdon of an alleged develcpment by Isxrzel of "an sxperimental nunlaa‘r

borb® and ‘when theré has been & roml Israeli disavowal.

P Mr. Haro said that he had diu_cusacd.tha matter with Mr, Dillon and belisved
;' -that Mr. DAllon probebly had spoksn with Mr. McCone in the followlhg senss. It
; would ba best- if statements could be limited at t:e rreseni tine to 'thm pointa

m 1. lhn Yondon reports, including the deniel by a spokesman of the Isrul‘l.
1 *©  Zubassy there that Israel had either ths means or the intention of using her stomic
resogrch for the construction of an atom bomb, had, of coursc, been notad with
interest. It would not be approprigte to comment further on press reports
cmjantuﬂm Gevelopnants .in nmthor country.
o,

w2 T84k fimly utnbluhod ‘and well-imown Unmited States policy th:t.‘h

oppoob the proliferation of nuélear weapons thmghonttha werld, and.cur 1o does e,

thu' nonntriu Fa DR,
e ] to develop mackest,YoroemapPebiliies. Do o
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/. Xf questioned or if the course of discuosion made 1t appear adviadie,
4t wpuld be approprists to say that we have been cooperating with Israsl ina .
ressarch program on- peaceful uses of atomic emargy, under President Kisenhowsr's
Atosig-Cor-Pease program, and assistsd Isresl in satting up a small research .
rpetur for thiipnxpou, es we qre doing in various other countrids.

I3 was’ fdtwutmimnmomwmﬂﬂ\digﬂtwmpommmm
. Yineg without being drswn into implications of elther U.S. assoolation with an
o alleged Isrseli weapone program, attempia to probe the axtent of owr knowlsdge, o
! wtlanl i:ioh-n night contesplata.
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