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JOHN W. STAGGERS
- ATTORNEY AND COUNSELLOR AT LAW i’
\ 508-5|1l COLUMBIAN BUILDING
LN WASHINGTON 1,D.C.
IO
i O ~

> May 13, 1954

The Honorable, Dr. Syngman Rhee
President, Republic of Korea
Seoul, Korea

Dear Dr. Rhee:

I arrived home safdy and much to my surprise, I found that
everyone had gotten along very well without me. I shed my traveling
clothes and put on my fighting armor for Korea. So far, it has not
been punctured,

Immediately upon my return to the office, I called and made an
appointment with James Cromwell, I informed him that his action here,
in having Representative Paul W, Shafer introduce the resolution had not
only displeased you, but everyone who had come in contact with it. He
ingisted'that he was trying to help Korea. I pointed out to him, that it
had the opposite effect.

Alsoy I pointed out that he was only furnishing our enemies
(Korea's enemies) with new weapons to be used against Korea, I advised
him that I had an appointment with Representative Shafer and that I
intended to do everything I could to have the resolution pigeonholed
or withdrawn., He insisted that I was making a migtake., I told him I
could not see it that way and I wanted him to know what action I proposed
to take.

I spent an hour going over the Korean situation with Representative
Shafer and he has agreed not to take any action on the resolution. I feel
sure that I have made a very strong friend out of Representative Shafer
for Korea.

Following this, I asked him what his reaction would be to a
proposal that all funds appropriated for Korea be made direct to the
Korean Government, and that a small committee be provided for by Congress,
to be appointed by the Korean Governument, to see to it and report back to
Congress that the money was spent for the rehabilitation of Korea. I
also pointed out to him that if this procedure was followed, the coat
would not run wore than two to five per cent for putting the plan into
effect against forty or fifty per cent under the present methods of cperatimn.
His response was that he liked the suggestion. He advised me that he was
going to Michigan over the weekend, but asked me to meet his representative
in his office Saturday at 11100 A.M. to develop an outline to be followed
as suggested by me. Representative Shafer also stated that he would like
to have my full and complete statement in writing, given to him so that he
could present it to other Congressmen. He stated also, that the information
which I had given him was what the Congress needed and would like very much
to have,
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I called Jay Jorsms Williams., I thought I would have him help
me prepare the statement. He advised me that he was leaving for Commecti-

cut within a few hours.
Shafer over the weekemd,

I w1l prepare the statement for Representative

You will be interedsd to kmow that I covered the situsithon with
him as I saw it on my last trip to Korea. I pointed out to him that the

Koreans were facing the
anywhere in the world.

situation with a determination that was unequaled
They were not complaining; they were going forward

without tears in their eyes; and, by this indomitable spirit you can see

The expense of carrying this program through will run approxims

the results of thelir individunal efforts wherewer you go. /

Twelve Hundred Dollars (

$1200,00) per month. If you wish a hruidun on

these figures, I will be very glad to give it to you.

There are many

other things which I wish to write you about but

will defer doing so until next week, I felt that it was important to get
this letter out today, so that you can be assured that no action would be
taken by Congress that would be detrimental to XKorea's beat interest.

J¥S5 tdgo
IZTTER NO. 96
VIA DIPLOMATIC POUCH

Pe Se

You will find enclosed a clipping from one of the local newspapers

upon my return,
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