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HEADQUARTIERS
EIGHTH UNITED STATES ARMY KORRA (BUSAK)
Office of the Commanding General
APQ 301

MEMORANDUM:
SUBJEOT: Looal Procurement of Foodstuffs by Republic of Korea

1. During March and April 1951 the following ration supplement
was required for the Republic of Korea Army!

Dried Beans 900,000 1bg
Tish 2,800,000 1bs
Tresh Vegetables 5,626,000 1bs

It vas requested by ROKA that these items be procured in Jespan from

U. S. funds, Subsequent procurement action vas tsken. This requirement
was placed on 6 March and met with immediate difficulty in that uo lesd
time was provided, sn essential in procurement of this quantity, with
distances involved,

2. ¥While U, S. procurement was being undertsken in Japsa for these
critically needed items, two circumstances were called to our attention,
Piret, on 30 March a six (6) day supply of supplemental rations for
12,550 men was purchased on the open market in Korea from funds available
to the lst ROK Divigion, Price of these items, which paralleled our pro-
curement, was only 509 of the monetary entitlement (200 won per men per
day) of the troops for that period. (See Tab A). The second incident
arose on 4 April when a radio was received in which Mr. Liu Yung Ho (Vice
Minister of Commerce and Industry, ROK) sivised that sdequate quantities
of figh vere available in Kores. (See Tsb B).

3, The central procurement agency system for procuring sapplemental
ration items for ROKA was agreed to by the Defense Minister at a neeting
vith Axbassador Muccio and representatives of this hesdquarters on 29 Xarch.
This plan cannot be implemented unless and until the funds are nade avalle
sble. The agreement of the Defense Minister vas that the 200 won per man
per day now provided to BOK Divisions would be withdram, in view of the
non~availability of food items in forward sress, snd placed in the hands
of the QMG ROKA for central procurement, This has not yet been done.

4, Trom the foregoing it is apparent that resources and methods

availgble to the ROK are not being exploited to the sdvantage of the country

or its army. This is detrimental to the U, 8. government by placing m
unvarranted financisl and procurement burden upon U. S. forces.

Eo It is urgently requested that the agreement on March 39, 1961,
be implemented for ths bensfii of the ROK Army.
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