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GCNFIDENTIAL

APPROVED TEXT CF GENERAL HULL®S REPLY TO
SECRET TETTER SENT 10 BOTH GIDES BY NWRC ON JARUARY 2.

THIS MUST FEMAIN COMFINENTIAYL, UWTIL RELEASED BY NNRC OR BY GENERAL HULL.

shalroem, NNRC

Reference is made %0 your lstter of January 2, 1954 in which you request
<ha UNC to asolst the NNRC in reaching decisions on questions enumerated therein
Azl to wildeh you have attached a2 copy of & memorandum approved by & majority of
who commission, Jb is ny feeling that the position of the UNC an each of the
igsvas has beon alearly stated in previous corresnondence with you, particularly
:n ay letter of Januvary 3 commonting on interim reports made by certain members
of tho commission relative to NNRC oporations, However, in order to remove any
00358101110y of daubt or misunderstanding of UNC views, I now reiterate the fimm
s031tdon of this command on tho questlon posed in your lstter:

A. Ths UNC eamnot, in view of tho oxpross provisions of the terms of refe
2rence, consider undor any clrecumstances a reopsaing or continuance of explane-
Ations to POT in NNRE custody.

B. As a militery commander, I sm not in position to speak authoritatively
on thoe convening of the polidical conference. Hovever, the attitude of repre-
sextatives of the North Korean ard Chiness governments during ths preliminary
:alka recessed recently at Pannunjom hee made 1t extroemely improbable {hat a
20litical conforonce will bo in scasion prior to January 22,

C> Tha convoning of a politiel conferenge was, under terms of the armis-
slce agrsoment, only a recommendation of the comménders of both sides to their
“eupsciive governments, and has no determining relationship to the quastion of
PO%e in NNRC custody. Uoreover, UNC can ses no justification for entering inta
ay discussion with any agaensy to consider further the disposition of prisoners,
3idace paragraph 11 of tho tcerms of reforence constitutes agreement betwean the
o pldes sottling the queation, This was clearly Andicated in armistice negoe
vlatdons which resulted in the torms of reference for the NNRC, The plain
intend of tlat paragraph is to provent eithar mriy to tha agreement from

Prvstradving tho baslc »oue of avoiding indefinite captivity, simply by refus-
ing %o aimngm' at 1 co ar%arwa or Lo agree to cny alternative disposltxon at &

sonfersnco,

D. Urdor tihv terms of roference, the responsibility of Custodian Force,
Indda for holding POJs in custody oeasss as of 12301 A,M, Jan, 23,:1954, As of
tino, thore ramains the express respansibility for the commission to release
priscnors to c¢ivillan status and within the ensuing 30-day period to assist
shone who choose to go to noutral nationa, Tho UNC recognlges that under the
tsrms of reference there 1s authority for an appropriate number of Indian
troops to remain in tho domilitarized zone to asaist in carrying out its
ransining functions and resnonsitilities, As you have already been infarmed,
we ore proparsd to receive and assist all axeprisoners who move scuth of the
denilitardzed sona. After February 21 the NNRC will be dissolved and the
prosenco of Indlan droope An ths domilitarized zone ¥lll no longer be author-
ized or required. Within |
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Within the Jlimd.tatlons expreseod above, the United Nations Commard
atande , as always, fully prepared to assist 4ho carnission until the time
of {to diesolution.

Since you have ciapsifisd youwr comaunication as SFCRET, the UNC will
not release cither 4t text or the contenmts of this latter to the prass
without prior notification to tha commission. However, in view of the
atecdily mounting inlerast end speculation in the world press, and because
thare appeers to bs wo valid reagon far 7. thholding this correspondenne from
%hs publis, I recomnond strongly that such publication be delayed no longer.

Js Eo Hull, Genaral.
U.S. Arny, Coamander-in-Chief

e 1deutorant Gonoradl Ko5. Thimayya,
Chaixman, MIRC,
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