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GEMERAL HULL'S LETTER OF JANUARY L 295

Dear General Thimayya:

- I have read carefully the interim report concurred in bty the Indisn,
Caechoslovakian and Polish delegations and the in report prepared
and signed by the Swedish and Swiss delegations. I have also read the
sccompanying commmnications indies the mamner in which failure ¢o0 . i
agree to & single point deweloped. Of the two reports, I find that ‘
prepared by the Swedish and Swiss delegations much more objective, - '
faotual and indicative of the operations of the Neutral Nations Repatria-
tion Commission.

In view of the fact that the 90-dsy period for explanations has
now terminated, and because the issues during this phase of Neutral
Nations Repatriation Commission operations have been so clsarly identi-
fisd by both reports, I see little positive value to be gained uy
expressing detailed opinions on such issue. However, in order % '
olarify umaistaiably the position of the United Nations Commeand on 1
vhat I consider to be certain key elements, I am constrained to sebmit |
onoe more a reiteration of certain sslient points: |

A. The United Nations Comuand categorically denles eny implica-
tion that we have attempted, in any wy, to exercise control to the
slightest degree over prisoners in the svuth camp by the introduction
of agents provocateur, or that we have attempted to maintain any type
of covert intelligence network.

B. The allegation that prisoners alone in the south camp were
responsible for the failureto complate explanations I find totally
unscceptabls. Although the United Nations Command had no psrmanent
representation in eithor the Neutral Nations Repatriation Commission
or custodian force, India, it appears clsarly obvious from reports
received from our duly authorized liaison obassrwation and
personnel, as well as from official statements of the Neutral Nations
Repatriation Comission itsels, that the primary causes of failuve
were dus to: '

(1) The severe disappointment of the representatiwes of the
Korean People's Army and the Chinase Paople's Volunteers st
their inability to securs more than a nominal perosntage of
returnees from groups receiving explanatioms., -

(2) The delaying tsotics adopted by Korean Pecple's Army
and Chinese People's Volunteers ineluding

N (A) Unreascusble
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N | (A) Unreasonableé and changing demands for facilities,

\ . (B) Rafhsdtouccptunmahhnﬂmotmm
for explanations during sach day,

(C) Refusal of Korsan Peorls's Ammy and Chinese Pwph'l
Volmteers to utilize availsble explaing time uniess the Neutral
Nations Repatriation Commission and Custodian Force, India oon-
formed to dltheirdmndawhiohinclndodthemootfomm

other: !mncucahle actions.

c. The United Nations Command, on the other hmd. anpm fally
the strong stand taken bty the Indisn, Swedish and Swiss delsgations
prohibiting the use of foroe against defenseless pﬁm

D. mumdnfmepmmymcmthatupmmm
be terminated as of 23 December 1953. We therefore cannot acospt any.
alternate proposal which may be made by any other agency on this point,
Just as whall not acospt any other proposal which amends the date 22
January, the last day upon which prisoners in Neutrsl Mations Repatriae
tioncm:sioucutoqycmbe doniadﬂnirrnedou.

E. Thotcmimtiondateofcuatow 22 Jamuary 1954, 120 days
after the Neutrsl Nations Repatriation Commission originally assumed
custody, is fixed and does not depend on the holding of any politisal
conference, the holding of which was, by terms of the armistios agree-
ment, toberoomdodtothdrmpecungmnuwmm:nm
of cuh side in ﬂu Korean conflict.

wm npooitiorcfmm to that part of your letter of 26 Deocenber
1953 (forwarding the aforementioned reports) which discusses the astion
to be taksn by the Neutre]l Nations Repatriation Comsission now that the
explanation period has ended and no political eonferencs is in session,
Ibenonthotougomvimmsutmimﬂydmumu.m
for a sound .and logical course of action. As of 230001 ) Janmsry 195L,
priscners now in custody of the Neutral Nations Repatriation Commissiom,
umgmmmimwummmmmwmu
destinations of their choice. For those who wish to be sted hy the
United Nations Gommand, I sugpest that they be moved -outh aderly,
manageable groups and acoording to a phased scheduls, sc that Mw
be received at a mutually sgreed upon location along the southern dounday
of the demilitarized zons., The United Naticns Command is fully prepered
to receive them and aid them to move to dostinations of their chodoe to
settle into peaceful civilian pursuits.
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For those who may apply togob’neutmluuom tummm
Comnand (as previously outlined to you) stands ready to assist the
Neutral Nations Repatriation Commission in care and disposition during
' ; the period 22 January - 21 February. Whether we osn continue sssistance
\ after 21 February will depend upon the situation then prevailings I emmn,
however, assure you of our cooperation insofar as practicable in my
c:paoitw as a military commander.

With assurances of my continued QM, Iam,
Sincerely yours,

J.E, Hull, General,
United States Arwy,
in-Chief




