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| Memo No. 47
April 25, 1955

Dear President Rhee:

Subject: Providin _Housing Suitable for Families of Ameriésn
: G?Ticiifs .

Puféﬁant to your instructions I have studied the problem of
providing houses suitable for réhfalktb‘fhe\families of American
officials in Korea. Informal inquiry indicates‘thst‘ths FOA would
rﬁe véry'pleéssd'shd‘cooperativé if the Korean vaeénﬁenﬁ décided L
to build new houSes and rent thém to FOA emp;OYees Sééaﬁss:somé’

FOA employees have resmgned and others are th“eatenlng to res;gn

because they are dlssatlslled w1th their liv1ng accommodatlons in

| Korea and with the requlrement that the:r famllles must llve in

Jaban.

to flnd well quallfled Amerlcans who are w1111ng to accept 2 posi- =

:tlon in Korea under present condltions.v

At least 50~houses sre reou;red and over 100 could be utlllzed&j,

if they are made avallable to hlgh U S. Arwy offlcers as well as

‘F”A and State Department bersonnel. In thls connectzon it might

-~'be mentioned that the quarters occupied by General Lemnxtaer and

A:mzllﬂons of do*lars when tne smze of the Amerlcan ald program for

"and Lt. Gen. Farenbaug are very modest for offlcers of such high

rank.‘ B |
The FGA has on hand archxtects? plans and speC1f1catlons,

lﬁlmncludlng itemzzed,ll ts cf materidl requlred for houses 1t ;

It would be glaa to make these avallable. -

con«zders satlsfactory.

BoweveL, I he¢ieve the ﬂoreanﬂ‘overnment wculd w1sh to revise these{jf

plans co make the houses dlstlnctlvely Korean'zn appearance and

«oula also w1sh to bulld slmﬂhtly better hcuses than t e Amerlcans‘f

had 1n mlnd on the theory'that, 1f the Amerlcan off1c1als 1n

norea are hanny, vnelr atvltude toward and *eport concernlng

‘-foreaAW111 be more favoraol _wnlch could be a factor worth many

’utuze years 13 decxded. g
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The FCA personnel offlce adv1ses that *t is almost lmp0331ble
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 The best location I have been able to find.for a housingv
projeCt of this type is a hill in the Sobingo area which borders
the Han Rrver and orOV1des an ;nsplrlng view. At present this
hill is largely wastedw land w1th a few frult trees and garden
plots and a few refugee houses._ It is convenzently s;tuated a
11ttle over one mlle from the U‘S. Elghth Army compound in whlch.
the new FOﬁ offzces ‘as well as tre UVKRA offlces and Eighth Army
Headcuarters are located.,‘ E
, It is recommenaed that a proaect be commenced as SvOﬁ as
'noeszble and~that ic contemplate ‘the 1nitmal and sxmultaneous :
‘constructlon of ezghty houses. The best Government agency to
.olan and execute such a progect wouid undoubtedly, be the Korean }::é
eArmv Envineers whlch, I understand, has proved 1ts ablllty not o
| onlv in. the rehabilmtatmon of the Bando Hotel but ln other con—} | ;
‘-;»structlon proaects. Withln two or three weeks the Army Englneers |
'could probably decide on exect specifzcations and prepare a llst ol ,”

_,of tbe rmported materials requlred. The Office of«Supply could

‘purchase them uhrough normal bid procedures and have them delivered

: '«eto the 31te 1n less than three months., In the mean tmme, the

R e 1

‘ Army Engineers could take care of gradlng,,road constructlon,';f uﬂe
‘waterg sewer and electrlc systems, the purchaszng of loodlly
oroducea materials, and make some progress in actual conot“uctxon.
‘ oIt 13, therefore, belleved ehat the prosect, if approved now,i ‘H3*
 ;' could be completed,by September or>0ctober despite the interventlon ~
7lﬁof the ramny season.;, et G e

It 18 sug&ested that the most satiaiactory ba51c materaale
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v'would,be cement muxed wzth Hen Rlver sand which is convenient to MV‘

';tbe szte and that +he Army Engineers be furnzshed w;th the relatlve-vg

: ;y 1nexpenszve equzpment necessary to manufacture cement bulldxng "

A blocRS»and cement roof tllee. Y “  ‘, ‘ "‘ T e
| It 1s dlfficult to estlmete tne cost of this progect until

"Qlts detaxls are . declded. However, if the labor is furnished by :tfé

they Army Englneers, tbe labor cost'would be approximately zero.\"

The cost of imported cement when purchased by the Korean qovern-

| ment in eh;pload lots, ;s very low., Except fbr the small ' ;FP:
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U.S. for $35 000 to $40, 000 each, which would make‘the total

'community equal to one Wthh in the Unlted States would cost

Original Scan

amount of local materials used and the cost of acquiring the land,
would not contribute to inflation.

In view of the controversy that took place last year on the
subject of the use of‘AmeriCan aid funds to furnish housing for
FOA employees, it is reeommended that this projeet be financed

with Korean funds. A very rough estimate of the amount required,

excluszve of the cost of furniture (which lt is recommended that

the Korean Government not. undertake to supply), would be between

'$aoo 000 and $500,000 for the community of 80 houses plus probably

not more than HWZO OOO OOO for local materials and serv1ces and
an undetermined but not excessive amount for the purchase of the

land. The houses should be equlvalent to those now selling in the

$3 obo ooo.

Harold Wendell Lady
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