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Ten of" 

Speech Delivered by Kor~an Minister Young Kee KIM 

at ~he Y's Men's Club, on October 2~, 1956 

on tne occasion of United Hatio~•s 

Day, ria.nila, ?hilippinea 

Mr. President, members of the Y's Men's Club, distin

guished guests, and gentlemezu 

It is a aignal. honor tor me to be invited to address you 

tod&J. United lations Da:y ia not oJ:l.l7 celebrated by people 

ot your country but by all peoplo throughout the world where 

treed.os is guarded like a treasure. ~od.q, I teel I bave a 

grea~ responsibility 100 acquaint you or vha.t the United .Na

tions stands for, and bov my co'U.lltry is atrected by it. 

!he Repul>lic of" AOru. is a living, vigorous demou'tra

~ion of the high idoala and principies of the Uni~ed lations. 

ln Korea, the s.rmed forces of 16 United 5at1ona meabera 

tou.g.b.t a bitter and aav86e var to uphold the U.B. idea.ls a-

6i•~ the brutal aggression of tbe Chinese Comm'Wlis·ta and 

the north Korean puppeta. 

In Korea, the Uni-Ced Iia'tiona f'l.ag was raised !or the 

first time on earth in battl.e against open, unjaatif'ied ag

gression. For the first time 1n history, the United Rations 

!l.ag was flown on ~he high aeaa by United iations vessels 

consigned to Korea !or recons~ruction purposes. More than 

50 United aations meabers contributed or offered assistance 

in money or in kind io aasia't in reconstructing the appalling 

war damage in my country. Doctor~, lt.trsea, Engineers, Law

yers, educators, adn:inistrators and technicians from many 

memb~r countries have worked or are working to assist my peo-

ple. we thank again the alliod nations for their generous 

assistance in the rehab1litation and reconstruction of Korea 

through ~heir mos"' importan:. agency, "the UliKRA .• ' \ 
.' 

•' --·-
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But tor pl.lrposes of note, may I say thtil.t we Koreans have 

been diaappoin'ted becauae our frietl.da in the United lia.tiona 

did not fight as ha.rd for our &dmission to the U.N, aa Russia 

fought for Outer Mongoiia and its other satellite puppets. 

\li'hen ve asked that th.is be done, om- friends replied that Ko

rea is divi<ie4, a.a is Germany anc1 Vietnam, and must wait !or 

admission until--sometime and somehow--~orea is reunited. As 

a ma.t~er ot tact, Korea is vaatl1 differeDt trom Ge%'118Jl1' and 

V1e'tDala. 

Tbe Republic o~ Korea waa eatabiished in i948 with the 

active aicl &D4 encoura.gemen:t of tile U .ll. Our elections nave 

been auperviaed b7 th.e United .Kationa. Our goverrmum"t ha.a 

been voted by tbe u.1. to be (Quote) 0 'the only legal govern

ment 1.n Korea•. (Unquote). 

~b.e north Korean regime and the Red Chinese invaders 

baYe been brande4 by tbe. U • .N. aa aggressors for their attack 

against wa. '?hero is :io other aat1cn OD earth that haa ao 

intiaate and. close a relAtion with the u.1. aa dooa the Rep.. 

uolic of Koroa. Iet we a.re bound by U.Ji ... pollcioa on one band, 

and ars d.Cllied tb.e privil•gea or membership on tbe other. !hia 

too, ia in my ~udpent, a aob&r1n.g illustration of tbe degree 

to which tbe free world permits itselt to deviate from tho 

clear path ot morality and principle. 

tbe ~unctions or the United ~ationa is not only to serve 

aa reteree or to mediate in confl.icta ot nations but also to 

preserve peace &nd und.eratand.ing among nations. Al~o, tee ac

tiviiieo of tne United Nations extend. to tbe political, social, 

eeonoQiC and cultural life of the member nations spociall7 so, 

thai a.a world oody it is much cloaer to maki~ this world run 

harmoniotlSl1' and smoothly tnan any 0th.er gro~p of treaties and 

organizations coQbined, inclu~ing its predecessor, the League 

of Mat1on2 from whose experiences ~he Uaited ~ations has made 

no~e of and correc~ed pa.st mistakes. ~at j~st as in aJlY or

ga.nization that has been created for a ~rpose, ~be success 

/ 
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ot tbe United •ations rests upon tbe determ.ina.~ion o! all ita 

meabera to &Chievo vbe;t i't baa a-tarted to acniev•~ and also, 

aw.ch rea't in tile t'aitb of the umbera and their sincer1t7 to 

make tbia, our worid, a fitter place ~o live in. 

Xhere is s. great.er 'task "tbat lies ahead for, as al.vs.ye, 

Aew barriers crop up in vorld s1t'W1.t1ona which are ca1le4 for 

aa tiu eVQl.Vea wt then this ia the cbal.1enge tbat shal 1 

prove wbe'ther the United Liat.ions is equal to 1-; or not. Bl.lt 

as l.ong aa men will ac't &a gentl.emen 8lld. wil.l gall.antl.y accede 

to ;pu~ tbeir co.Dtl1ota before a conterence 1;&ble of responsi

ble awi unbi-...4 Jud& .. vho will veigh ~he merit of demand.a 

of ea.ch aide, var can 'be ,Praven:ted. 

At tbie a1;age, mA¥ ! poin't to you ~he tact that never in 

h18"toZ'J' baa a sinsle nation sb.ouidere~ so much responsibilitJ 

tor treed.om aa iba United Statea. Working through 'the United 

liiationa aa veil as syS'tem or alliance throughout 'the world, it 

baa ta.ken wito i'tael.f 'the c1111t7 o:f resist~ a cruel and merci

less Commwiiaa. In eaaence, 'there1"ore, America 1• tbe hope of 

a.l.l human1t79 1ncl.uding tbe poor on.es now behind the Iron Cur-

Tbo Uni:tecl k'tiona is no't 1n afX8 sei.'lse a. government. Its 

deJ.ega'tea ca.n no't aoet anci make poJ.ic:iea or pl.an actioaa. They 

Carl only re~reaen't 'the vieva - o1"ten the decisive viewa - of 

tileir llome governments. fliia is 'tiby the U.N. proved unequ!U 

to the 'taak o! vagi:J.g war in Korea to a victorious conclusion 

even af'ter it did reach the bold aecis~on to enter that ws.r. 

Today, the chie:f point that ! wish to l:lake is that Asia 

i~ of importance not alone for and to itself, but for and to 

t ,: ~e aecarity or freedom i!l the entire world. Russia. has long 

understo~d tb.a't if it can gain control of Asia it will be well 

on its w~y ~o ::aa.etery of tbe entire elobe. This is what Lenin 

meant when he s~id that ~he roaa to Paris lies through Peiping. 

My country has ·!:)0en v1si ted by sadness. It has b.ad d.ev-

a.sta'"'ion from a trecen6.ous ...-ar. !t has seen ar;;:.ies ::arching , .... I' 
I lf 
"-... ; 
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up and down our little peninsula four times. It haa aeen death 

rain from the skiea. It bas seen the vorka ot men and voaen go 

up in Sil.Gk• • Iet ve are not vi~hout hope because ve have the 

pledgod faith ot the United States of America and other !reedoa-

loving nationa. We are not without hope for another reason be

cause now we have one of the strongest anii-Commun1st armies 

lined up with that of the free world. 

!11 response to the cal.l of the United Kations Organiza~ion, 

your governaent sent to my countrr a contingent of Philippine 

Battalion Coab&t !ea.ma to fight sido by side with the armed for-

cea o~ the Unitcad •ationa. Your boys made heroic sacrifices 

for the cause oz freedom not onl.y of Korea but al.so ~or the fr~e

doa and common decenc7 o~ the world. The Filipino boys earned 

the admiration &D.d respect of the Korean people and their fight

ing coaradea of the allied nations. Some of the Filipino sol

dier• tel.l in iove vita Korean girls and when they returned to 

their homeland., they brought their var brides with tnea to malce 

their b.a.ppy family life here in tbe Philipp1119e. We are eter

D2.ll7 thankful to the government and people o~ the Philippines 

for their military and moral support given ~o the Koreans in 

their time of need. 

Moat people, Koreans and foreigners alike - realize the 

critical danger of our present situation. we remember too well 

the bitter !na.stating days or 1950 vhen our pitifully small, in

s.ciequa:te an:ied forces vere nearly ovorvh.el.med by the en•lRJ'• We 

dare not forget the lesson ve learned in those bitter experien

ces. Greatly si~plified: the lesson is tbia - the Communists 

will attack again and th.e early phases of the conflict will. pro

bably be decisive. During this initial phase of the battle, it 

will be the armed force of the Republic of Korea that must vitha

tand the assault until our allies can muster sufficient strength 

to convert our s~rong defenses into a decisive victory. This is 

our military mission; and !or that l will quote the words of no 

less than Ad:!l.iral Radford:"Korea has now the third largest defen-
I ' 

/ ·' -
' ' sive army of the worldo" (Unquote). -J .• ) 
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One ot ~be cardiDal principles ot the United lationa Orga

!'liza~ preserve ,Pea.ce and. freed.oa ror all 
1

aankind. file 

United Mati>Jns has a commendable history ae an inde~nden't enti

t7 to exercise the principle of peace and security by lending 1ta 

moral sanction and ita ~med f'orees to the battJ.ef'iald of Korea. 

Korea is the first area in the world vhere tbe United la

"tiona ba.s met ti.le challenge ot CoDUlu:D.ist aggreasiveneaa head -on 

in a. fighting war. .And it remains tb.e major unaol.vecl problem ot 

international rela~iona in the world today. !?he truce that vaa 

aigned in JCorea is just that - an uneasy truce - not a peace. 

fbe problem haa been postponed for a while, but not aolYed. Aa 

tbe Ccmmwiist truce violations 1Ild.1cate, it is tbe kind of' pro

blem that can not 0e soJ.v&d by postponevum't or appeasement. Ra

;hcr it is a clangerous sore 'tha.t thre&tens to poison the whole 

organism of tbe world coammnit7• 

~ocia;r, at 'tb.e United llations Read.quarters you can eee two 

mu.orabl.e .Pla.'iuaa. ~he tira't is dedicated 1D roaoey of 'the 

United ~ations o~aervera and membera of the Secretariat who lost 

their 1ivee while serving tbe United ~ationa on its aiaaion• ot 

observations, mediation and conciliation. The eecond 1• in rtillem

brance of the men of tb.e Armed Forces of the aember states who 

died in Korea in the· service of the U.N. 

To prove my point, I will give a brief comparison between 

the now defunct League of ~ations and the United ~ationa. When 

Japan occupied Manchuria at one stroke on Sept. lS, 1931, the 

~eueue of ~ations simply looked away aa it v&s not in a physical 

vs.y provided to stop aggression. When Ethiopia was invaded by 

Mussolini, it ag~in looked away for the same reason. 4ie majea

ty, rla.ile ~eiasie, the emperor of B~hiopia, appealed to the 

~eague of ~ations in person, but his eloquent words fell on 

d~af ~ars .. lihen 'the Soviet Utlion invaded Fin-

-
\ 
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land on lov. 30, 1939, the League of iations expelled the habi~~~ .. / 

~eaaor on Dec. 14 of that saae year. ~hen later the 

League of ~ations finally disintegrated and died beeause ot fai

lure to meet the repea~ed challenge ot aggresaora. 

When the Communists launched an all out attack upon the Re

public of Korea in 1950, the United ~ations did not look away 

like i~a fallen prototype, · the League of lations, but adopted a 

proapt resolution calling upon its aeaber nations to militaril7 

contribui• to the action of collective security in Korea which 

wae imaediately responded "to b1' the United States and 15 other 

United l'ations member nations, one alter another. It was a 

lanclraark naver before reached by the League of Bations on the 

path ct hwaan progress toward collective securit7 e..:id progress. 

Hree nations, including 20 Republics of Central. and South 

America already are backing a strong campaign for the admission 

of Korea to tho United lations at the session opening next 5ov

ember. It appears that thia year's effort vil1 transcend. those 

of the pas·t, and the Un.i ted Sta1iea baa pledged i ta tu.ll moral. 

support and leadership. Korea counta ful.l support from 1our 

countr'J' in Korea•s bid for admiasion to the u.1. me•bership. 

Korea0 s admission unquestionably will be voted overwhelming-

17 in the General Assembly, but it will be subjected to a Se

curity Council veto by .the Soviet Union. Even so, the impor

~ance of the campaign -of getting the votea into the record -

caDnot be overestimated. The reason liea not so much in Ko-

rea• s right to membership as in the dramatization ot the issues 

iziv6lved in the forthcoming battie to keep Red China out of the 

u.1. 

~he Communist and ~eutralist nations are in~ent upon ma.king 

a vigorous effort to seat EeipiD.g, ~d some of the free vorld 

powers are already wavering. If a veto were necessary to keep 

Red China out, that would be a tragedy. J.:he Red China.;~ should 

be barred by an overvhelming majority, and if this is not the 

case, the U.N. wil~ have ceased to be a strong moral force for 

world peace, order, and justice. ._.. .· 
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If 2ed China were to shoot its way to the U.B., eYery

thing !or vhich the international. organization stand• voul.d 

become an empty fraud and a l.au.ghing stock. 

By contrast witb Red. China's international beh&.vior, tbe 

Korean bid !or adm.iasion will be that of a state whicb has ne-

ver engaged in aggressive warfare - in more than 4000 yeara of 

recorded history - and of a country whose independence ie atill 

pro'tected and guaranteed by the U.B. itself.. !he United lations 

is in part responsible for the establishment of the present dem-

ocratic govormnent of my country-. 

Korea la.ready haa memberahip in such U.H. organizations 

a.a tho Uni~ed ~ationa Educational., Scientific, and Cul.tural. Or

ganization, World Health Organization, Food and. Agricultural 

Organization and many other important U.I. Organizations • 

.Bu:t as Preaid.en"t Eisenhover pointed out, the Bapublic of 

Korea baa beet\ blackbal1ecl by Soviet Russia because the Rapub

l.ic is anti-Coau::aun1a't. Because Korea resisted. Coiuu.mist ag

gression, 'becau .. 16 United Hations a .. bera aasiated ~r•a in 

repell.ing aggreaaion - these are the reasons vby my countZ7 is 

beillg kepi outaide the Uni~ed Aationa by the veto pover of a 

single Coamuniet state - Soviet nussia. ~his veto negates the 

vil.l ot the great maJorit7 of the United Bations members. ~h• 

pover that exercises this veto is the same power th.at instiga

ted ~ne aggression in Korea, which keeps •Y country divid•4• 

end which is presently instigating subversion and plotti?lg ag-

greasion against every non-Communist countr¥ on earth. 

The •pa.ck88e deai• ·is a Communist plot to confuse the le

gal status of gorea with that of the Communist regimes foun

ded by the Soviet Union. Korea•a ca.ae is different from that 

of the Communist regimes because my country was recognized by 

~he United iations as (Quote) ~the only lawful government in 

Koreaw. (Unquote). That S'tatement was issued after the Soviet 

Union refused to unify Korea as it had promised to do. 

Tbe ~eds will offer astounding concessions to the Free 

~orld in Asia. ~hey will propose the unification of Korea for 
.__,. - ' 
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example, upon terms which no reasonable government could re-

fuse - provided that there were any assurance that the Com

munists could fulfill their promise. But as Shakespeare said, 

"There's the rub 11
• For the Communists can and will promise 

anything to anyone at anytime. Why not? The Soviet promises 

are not worth a centavo and they have absolutely no intention 

of honoring any future agreements unless as, and when it suits 

their nefarious purposes for the moment. To the Communists, 

an international agreement is deliberately negotiated as an 

effective device for binding the Free World countries - while 

leaving the utterly immoral Reds absolutely free to do exact

ly as they please under any circumstances. 

According to Mr. Arnold J. Toynbee, regarded as the 

world's greatest living historian, (~uote) " If the United 

Nations should collapse 1 the world will be faced with two al-

ternatives, a world unequally divided into an American and Ru

ssian sphere, or atomic annihilation." (Unquote) 

It is fitting that today we should also remember the 

words of Secretary General Dag Hammarskjold (pronounced hamer

shield) at the celebration of last yearss United Nation's 

Day (Quote) "An occasion such as this one is a poignant remin-

der that behind every historic action, national or internatio

nal, is the individual human being, each giving of his cou

rage and his devotion. Those whom we honor today, were called 

upon by their Governments to fight, as loyal citizens of their 

countries, for a common cause ••• In memory of their sacrifice, 

we can seek to be worthy in our service to the building of a 

peace that will endure." (Unquote) 

Whether the Republic of Korea, "Stepchild of the United 

Natiocs" shall grow into a strong, stable, and healthy nation, 

is predicated upon the willingness and resourcefulness of the 

Koreans themselves(and this we are pledged to do) and upon the 

peoples of the Free World, to meet the totalitarian challenge 

courageously and to share responsibilities in restoring a sha-

ttered populace and economy to a level where a decent and re-
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quited. l.i!'e is pos:::ibl.e for everyone. 

As a tre~ country we see tWl.t tb.ere is an adva."'ltage in 

oar having membersilip ill the United liationa.. As I have stated 

bo!ore, beiJl8 a:a:ti-COmmunist, we ;;i.re kept out or the U.N. by

Sovie"t itu.asia throu.gb. tbe use o~ her veto pow.er in the Secu

ri~ Council. we then vigorously suggest that ac'tion come 

cU.rectll' 'through the U.Zi. General Assembly - by bypaasing 

the Securi~~ Council and tn0 ve~o power. It an amendment to 

the Charter is req~ired ~o override the veto b1 GeQeral Ae

aeabl.¥ action, the quick.er it is pa.asec, the better. It is 

time -;o put tb.a matter of' Korea's membership directl.7 up to 

tbe General Asaaabl.l't Wld in so doing ve hope to ha.Te eveey 

cbN>.Ce tor my country 'to take 1ta r1gnttul. place in tbe 1'amil7 

or na-tiona and contribu · ~e even in --.~.a:zell. meaaure ~ ~he cau.n 

of freedom and peace for wbich tbe Unit~ ~ationa Organ.1za~1on 

I tbbak you. 
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