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| Text of
Speech Delivered by Korean Minister Young EKee EIM

at the Y's Men's Club, on October 23, 1956
on the occasion of United Hation's

Day, #anila, Philippines

Mr. President, members of the Y's Men's Ciub, distin-

guished guests, and gentlemeon:

it is a signal honor for me to be invited to address you
today. United Kations Day is not only celebrated by people
of your country but by all people throughout the world where
freedom is guarded like a treasure. Today, I feel I have a
great responsidbility to acquaint you of what the United Ha-
tions stands for, aad how my country iz affected by it.

The Republic of Xorsa iz a living, vigorous demoRstra-
tion of the high ideals and principles of the United Hatioms.
In Korea, the srmed forces of 16 United Sations members
fovght & bitter and savage war to uphold the U.N. idezls a~
&.ivat the brutal aggressioa of the Chinese Communistis and
the north Eorcan puppets.

In Korea, the United Sations flag was raised for the
first time on earth in battle against open, unjustified ag-
gregsion. For the first time in history, the United Nations
flag waes flown on the high asas by Unlted Naltions vessels
consigned to Korea for reconstiruction purposes. More than

: %0 United ¥ations members contributed or offered assistance

{ in money or in kind to assist in reconstructing the appalling
war damage in my country. Doctors, Nurses, Engineers, Lav-
yere, educators, adwinistrators and technicians from many
pember countries have worked or are working to assist my peo-
Fie. We thank again the allied nations for their generous
assistance in the rehabilitation and reconstruction of Korea

through their most impbrtan; agency, the UKKRA. . -
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Zut for purposes of note, may I say that we Koreaas have
been disappointed because our friends in the United Hations ‘
did not fight as hzard for our admissior to the U.M, as Russia
fought for Outer »ongolia and its other satellite puppets.
when we asited that this be done, our friends replied that Ko-
rea is divided, as is Germany and Vietaam, and must wait for
adrission until--gometime and somehow-——Zores is reunited. As
a matter of fact, Korea is vastly different from Germany and
Yietnanm.

The Republic of Korea was established in 1948 with the
active ald and encouragement of the U.N. Our elections have
been supervised dy the United Hations. Our government has
been voted by the U.N. to be (Quote) "the only legal govern-
ment in Kerea®. (Unquote).

Phe north Korsan regime and the Red Chinese invaders
have been branded by the U.N. as aggressora for their atiack
against us. There is no other naticn on earth that has 8o
intimate and cleose & relation with the U.N. as does the Rep-
ublic of Zorsa. Yet we are bound by U.N. policies on cne hand,
asnd are denied the privileges of membership on the other. This
00, i8 in my judgment, a sobering illustration of the degree
to which the free world permits itself to deviate from the

| clear path of morality and principls,

The functions cf the United Nations is not only to asrve
as referes or 1o mediate in conflicts of nations dbut alsc to
pPressrve peace and understanding among nations. Also, the ac-
tivities of the United Hatiocns extend to the political, social,
econouic and cultural life of the member nations specially so,
that as world body it is much closer to making this world run
harmoniocusly and smeoothly than any other group of treatics and
orguanizations combined, including its predecessor, the League
of Nations from whose experiences the United Nations has made
note of and corrected past maistakes. But just as in any or-

ganization that has been created for a purpose, the success



QMS%B zenter Digital Archive

vvj

’iﬂﬁ.’&% 5

itute

>
of the lnited Bations rests upon the determination of all its
oembers to achieve whet it hes started to achisve, and also,
much rest in the faith of the members and their sincerity to
nake this, our world, a fitter place to live in.

There is a greater task that lies ahead for,; as always,
new barriers crop up in world situastions which are called for
a8 time evolves but then this is the challenge that shall
prove whether the United Xations is equal to it or not. But
as long a3 men will act a3 gentlemen and will gallantly accede
%0 put their conflicts before a coaference table of responsi-
ble and undiesed judges wko will weigh the merit of demanda
of each side, war can be preveanted.

At thie stege, may I point to you the fact that never In
history has s single netion shouldered s0 much responsibiliity
for freedom as ths United States. Working through the Unlted
liations as well as system of alliance throughout ke world, it
has teksn unto itgelf the duty of resisting a cruel and merci-
less Communism. In essence, therefore; America ig the hope of
al; humanity, including the poor ones now behind the Iron Cure-
tain.

Zhe United hations is not in any sease & goverament. Its
delegates cazn not xeet and make poliicies or plan acticas. They
can only represent the viewa -~ often the decisive views - of
their home goveraments. This is why the U.8. proved unequal
to tre task of wagiag war in Xorea to a victorious conclusion
even after it did reach the bold decis-on tc eater that war,

Today, the chief point that I wish to multe is that Asia
is of importance not alone for and to itself, but for and to
t..e securiiy of frecdom in the entire world. =Husesis has long
uncerstosd tuat if it can gain cenirol of Asip it will be well
on 1i%s way tc mustery of the entire globe. This is whet Lenin
mcant when nhe said that the road To Paris lies through Peiping.

My country has been visited by sedness. It has had dev-

astation from & tremencous war. It has seen arnies marching
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up and down our little peninsulz four times. 1t has seen death
rain ffom the skics. It has seen the works of men and women go
up in smbke . et we are not without hope decause we have the
pPledged faith of the United States of America and other fresdon-
loving nations. We are not without hope for another reason be-
cause now we have one of the strongest anfi-Communist armies
lined up with that of the free world.

In response to the call of the United Katioms Organization,
your government sent to Ry country a contiangent of Philiprine
Battalion Combat Teams to fight side by side with the armed for-
cegs of the United Baxiogn. Your boys made hercic smcrifices
for the cause of freedom not only of Korea but a2lso for the free-
dom and scoumon decency of the world. The Filipinc boys sarned
tbe admiration and respect of the Korean people and their fight-
ing comrades of the sllied nstions. Some of the Filipino soi-
diers fell in love with Korean girls and when they returned to
their homeland, they brought their war brides with them t¢ make
their happy family 1ife here in the Philippines. We ars eter—
nz2lly thankful to the governmeant and people of the Philippines
for their military and moral support given %o the Koreans in
their time of need.

Most people, Koreans and foreigners alike - realize the
critical danger of our present situation. We remember too well
the bitter frustating days of 1950 when our pitifully small, i
adequate armed forces were nearly overwhelmed by the enemry. Ve
dare not forget the lesson we learnsd in those bitter experien-
ces. Greatly sinplified: the lesson is this - the Communists
will sttack agzin and the early phases of the conflict will pro-
bably be decisive. During this initial phase of the battile, it
will be the armed force of the Republic of Korea that must withs-
tand the assault until our allies can muster sufficient strength
to convert our sirong defenses into a decisive victory. This is
our military missionj and for that { will quote the words of no

less than Admiral Rzadford:"Korea has now the third largest defen-~

sive army of the world." (Unquote).

LAg
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One of the cardinsl principles of the United Nations Orga-.
preserve peace and freedom for all mankind, The

Uaited Nations has & commendable history as an independent eati~
2y to exercise the principle of peace and security by lending its
moral sanction and its zrmed forces to the battiefield of Kores.

Korea is the first area in the world where the United Ha-
tions has met the challenge of Communist aggressiveness hesd —on
in a fighting war. And it remains the major unsolved problem of
internationzl relations in the world today. Yhs truce that Qaa
signed in Korea is just that - an uneasy truce - not & peage.
fhs problem has besn postponed for a while, but not solved. As
thhe Communist truce violations indicate, it is the kind of.pro-
bien that can not be goltég by postponemsent cor appoésomunto Raw
ther it is a dangersus sore that throztens to poison the Qhole
organisa of the world commnni#y-

20day, at the United Watiocns Headquarters you can sse two
mexorable plajues. <he firat is dedicated in memory of the
United lations obaervers and members of the Secretariat who lest
their lives while serving the United Nations on it¢s missiona of
observations, meciation and conciliation. The second is in remenm-
brzace of the men of the Armed Forces of the member states who
died in Xorea in the service of the U.XN.

To prove my point, I will give a brief comparison between
the now defuanct Lesgue of Nations and the United Matione. When
Japun occupied Manchuria at one stroke on Sept. 18, 1931, the
Leugue of dNaticns simply loocked away as it was not in a phys;cal
way provided to stop aggression. When Ethiopiz was invadsd by
Hussolini, it agszin looked away for the same reason. iis majes—
ty, Halle Selasie, the emperor of XEthiopia, apnesled to the
“oague of Nations in person, but his eloquent words fell on

Jdaael ears. When the Soviet Union invaded Pine-
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land on Nov. 30, 1939, the League of Nations expelled the habi&da%
tpateagaressor on Dec. 14 of that same year. Then later the '
League of lations finally disintegrated and died because of fai-
lure to meaf the repeated challenge of aggressors.

¥hen the Communists launched an all ou$ attack upon the Re-
public of Korea in 1950, the United Hations did not look away
like its fallen prototype, the League of dations, but adopted a
prompt resolution calling upon its member nations to militarily
contribute to the action of collective security in Korsa which
was immediately zesponded to by the United States and 15 other
United Eations member nations, one after another. It was a
landmark noever before reamched by the Lsague of Nations on the
path of human progress toward collective security and progress.

Pree nations, including 20 Republics of Central ard South
Americe already are backing & strong campaign for the admission
of Korea to the United Nations at the session opening next MNov-
ember. It appears that this year's effort will transcend those
of the past, and the United States bhas pledged its full moral
support and leadership. Korea counts full support from your
country ir Korea’s bid for admiasion to the U.N. membership.

Korea's admission ungquestionadly will be voted overwhelming-
ly in the General Assembly, but it will be sudbjected to a Se-
curity Council veto by the Soviet Unicn. Even so, the impor-
tance of the campaign -~of geiting the votes into the record -
cannot be overestimated. The reason lies not so much in Xo-
rea's vight to membership as in the dramatization of the issues
inveélved in the forthcoming batile to keep Red Cﬁina out of the
U.N.

the Communist and Neutralist nations are ingent upon meking
a vigorous effort to seat Feiping, ard some of the free world
powers are already wvavering. If a veto were necessary to keep
Red Chins out, that would be a tragedy. +he Red Chine:sy should
be barred by an overwvhelming majority, and if this is nct the

case, the U.N. will haeve ceesed to be a strong moral force for

world peace, order, and justice. -
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If Red Chine were to shoot its way to the U.N., every-
thing for which the international organization stands would
become an empty fraud and a laughing stock.

By contrast with Red China's intermational behavicr, the
Korean bid for admission will be that of a state which has ne-~
ver engaged in eggressive warfare - in more than 4000 years of
recorded history - and of & country whose independence is still
protected and guaranteed oy the U.N. itself. Fhe United Hations
is in part reéponsible for the establishment of the present dem-
ocratic government of my country.

Koree laready hss memberahip in such U.N. organizations
28 the United Hatioas Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Or~
ganizetion, World Health Organization, Food and Agricultural
Organization and many other important U.N. Organizations.

But as President Eisenhower pointed out, the Republic of
Korea has been blackballed by Soviet Russia because the Repub-
lic is anti-Communist. Because Korea resisted Communist ag-
gression, becauas 16 United Hations members assisted Korsa in
repelling aggression - these are the reasons why my country is
being kept outside the United Hations by the veto power of a
single Communigi state - Soviet Hussia. This veto negates the
will of the great majority of the United Nations members. The
pover thét exercises this vete is the same power that instiga-
ted the aggression in Korea, which keeps my couniry divided,
and which is presently instigating subversion and plotting ag-
gression against every non-Communist countiry on earth.

The ®peckage dezal®” is a Communist plot 0 confuse the le-
gal status of Forea with that of the Communist regimes foun-
ded by the Soviet Union. Korea's case is different from that
of the Communist regimes because my country was recognized by
the United HSations as (Quote} *the only lawful governmeni in
Korea®. (Unguote). That statement was issued after the Soviet
Union refused to unify EKoresa as it had promised to do.

The Heds will offer astounding concessions to the Free

world in Asia. <hey will propose the unification of Korea for

Original Scan



AWilsorCenter Digital Archive Original Scan

[-4-O' k- i e
L\ FAR TR
s : :
2 The Syngman Rhee Institute

8
example, upon terms which no reasonable government could re-
fuse - provided that there were any assurance that the Com-
munists could fulfill their promise. But as Shakespeare said,
"Phere's the rub". For the Communists can and will promise
anything to anyone at anytime. Why not? The Soviet promises‘
are not worth a centavo and they have absolutely no intention
of honoring any future agreements unless as, and when it suits
their nefarious purposes for the moment. To the Communiﬁts,
an international agreement is deliberately negotiated as an
effective device for binding the Free World countries - while
leaving the utterly immoral Reds absclutely free to do exact-
ly as they please under any circumstances.

According to Mr. Arnold J. Toynbee, regarded as the
world's greatest living historian, (Quote) " If the United
Netions should collapse, the world will be faced with %two al-
ternatives, a world unequally divided into an American and Ru-
ssian sphere, or atomic annihilation.®™ (Unquote)

It is fitting that today we should also remember the
words of Secretary General Dag Hammarskjold (pronounced hamgr—
shield) at the celebration of last year's United Nation's
Day (Quote) "An occasion such as this one is a poignant remin-
der that behind every historic action, national or internatio-
nal, is the individual human being, each giving of his cou-
rage and his devovion. Those whom we honor today, were called
upon by their Governments to fight, as loyal citizens of their
countries, for a common cause...In nemory of their sacrifice,
we can seek to be worthy in our service to the building of a
peace that will endure." (Unqucte)

Whether the Republic of Korea, "Stepchild of the United
Netiornsg" shall grow into a strong, stable, and healthy nation,
is predicated upon the willingness and resourcefulness of the
Koreans themselves(and this we are pledged to do) and upon the
peoples of the Free World, to meet the totalitarian challenge

courageously and to share responsibilities in restoring a sha-

ttered populace and economy to a level where a decent and re- >
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quited life is poscible for everyonee.

As a fres country we see that there is an advantage in
our having mexbership in the United Nationas. Ag I have stated
before, being anti-Communist, we are xedt sut of the U.X. by
Soviet Russia through the use of her veloc povwer in the Secu-
ity Council. ¥e then vigorously suggest that action come
directly through the U.XN. General Assembly - by bypassing
toe Sgcurity Ceuncil and the veto power. If an emendment to
the Charter is required to override the veto by General Aas~
aeably action, the quicker it is passed, the better. It is
time %o put the matter of Korea's membership dirsctly up to
the General Assembly, and in so doing we hope to have every
chance for my country to take its rightful place in the family
of nations end contribute ever in wssmall smeasure tc the cause
of fresdom and peace for which the United dationa Organization
was founded. '
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