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A realist:i:c view ·of -the .problems ~. now ·afi'ecting Korea is 
. ' -' . ~ '\ ' 

presented by ·Korean Minister Young Kee Kim ·ontlie ·o.cca.sion 
. ' 

. of the 8th anniversary' of 'the independence of the ,Republic 

of Kore·a. 

/ 

' 
on ·August '.15; the · Re:Pu~J.ic. ·of Ko.rea Will · celebrat~ "the 8th antliversary of its ·inde-

· · peridence ... 
' . ' ' 

~ . 

The .free people of Korea rejoice 9 this happy day when their hard won freedom is 

CommUn±st hands?. When the Soviet Union deciared ·war agunst 

Japa.??-, .on Augi.ist 8, 1945, it announced its adherence to the Potsdam Declaration. which 
. . / . 

included·reference to the Cairo Declaration, a step which was in effect a p~blic announc~-

ment o-:f its support o:f Korean.independence .. 

At the. Potsdam coni'erence the 38th parallel became an issue. It was decided that 

American troops would accept Japan~se surrender south of the 38th parallel, and that 

Soviet troops would occupy the North. The line of demarcation was intended to be :tempo

rary, and only to fix responsibility between the United States ·and the Soviet Union, 8..fter . 

' 
the Japanese surrender. 

The United States began a gradual program which culminated in the proclamation of 

Korea's independence on August ·15, 1948, but only in South Korea: 

In the North the Soviet Union refUsed to grant. voice to the people. to elect their 
~ - . 

own candidates and form their own unified government. This re:fusal was Qe.R.e _against the 

suggestion of the United Nations to cpnduct .free elections under its supervision in Korea 

. ' . 
' ··. ~ · = 

; 

~ 

. ' I 
~ - H , . ~ts- a& to unify the country. It wa~ c~ear that the Soviet Union had no intention ~ J 

' ~:o~d in_:::ore~. Sh• ~·::•L-~~:_:~-:: ·- - - · -- . _ ---~~· . .c~/{t] 
...... .... -

Wilson Center Digital Archive Original Scan



01-%0._!~.;i.~ 

:UtllliJf1\:m 
The Syngman Rhee Institute 

;<;' '::':'i;:'. 

· ~~ 1~~~ 
.. , ... 

;)I 

2 I . ·~ 

~B'1er t'AG Soiciet U-~ systematic Commuri.ization o:f !lorth. Korea began and~ ~ i, 
· .. ·~ · GI' . :.''. 

1ile' :people were placed tmd&l1 9e!1Bl1=tft:i:e;t idem~~n under the Russian trained ·communist . ~ 

i6 sympathizers:;o11llllW:list pattern ~~untrie~~~..!1.~ As>a ~ e · ~""'t ~ . ' 

"!b~~~ • .Jthecw Itwww a program leading to one end _.8o1J:d Conquest by the Com-
- -~~.· _ , 

munists. . .· ~ 

-~~ 
aB"~~J;;~tiieeicCio;;mm~ · ;,u~ni~ · sts a:f , lm:tift.' KiO!'ea had ti:h1d be invad~South Korea~itit 1950 

~~-!fti~!l.'!l"~~of;e.i.ss ~e Pusan per'imeter., ~QnJ.y the · timely intervention o:f the United 
. . - ~ 

liations put a stop to this neemm9:a pa:tte:m-e-.1- Oe!BSWR:iM aggression under the;_suise of "Li-
• 

~ration". 

~ 
The Republic of Korea :forces wllci:<:h-had bQPRe ~"' 'brul:l:t o:f t~e wa»t:Sa-e · t;f.i:ta United 

Nations torce~fiu~ or: hun.;:.dtt:V ld.Ueci, wounded or missing Fi1:i.pino so1d10rs .. · 
- ' - ~ ;4<./Jj'Je..e- ~ ~ ,._,._.W...-o..;.. 

·man:eaaa te Jll:leh ,back the enemy.· ~mes, buildings and ~actories were destroyed. 1"'-~ 
... .-.. -- - . - ----. ,,,.,,,.,. ,, _-;:,.J. . . . ·- ' 

undreds. o:f thousands o 100,000 boys and girls were orphaned •.s~ 
___ ,,.,.-. ,, 

o~ . m±lliOn peOOfi 48 I BRM Ai Ptt]fflA I SSC1:. ~ · 

. ~ - ~ · . ~ 
Now we are rebuilding ~at · <QS a:eee cHti: e 'be:t:e mmnl:ie1' iB11asien ind 11 are 

' ~/ . . 

thankful to the United States and other :free nations :for thel/.financial and technical as-, . 

-sistance given us ~ reconstruction and rehabilitation.,-fleadcl!"!!s. We are very g:t'.ate:ful 

to the.Philippines :for sending its ~attalion Combat Teams to Korea :for the cause o:f free-

dom and democracy. 
-~ 

We in Korea er Sf mSintainll!llB a period of watchful waiting- e?lff'SAW t' 1 •=ting 
. ~ ~ . 

•i ' h1 · a 19 e be transi'ormed into another~ sorrow 1?t us if the :free world will not 

" 
heed our warning that North Korea under the s~la•• 

. ,) 

munism11s riow p2~~~~other attack. -.tW..!:. ·~~~K.·~-:::J_.:......J~~~~r~ 
We know that'~orth Ko.rea ~ow being geared :for F heavier battle. We lmow tha: i1:aP 

~ · North Korea lia~been arming herself' with tank~s sabre jets, and !tat:J · @ 'xc q:e. ~ 
~ ~-A;---~-t:;.,, ~ ¥~~ ~ · ~ - ~ ~-

Mf!I ON:i :cs~r me:ra oaia/'1e-e that tA&Pe is a~ a.-alcel;y co be illtla4e~~ · 
. . ~a<h-~~ 

lbcea; ihe'e ie bile OemtMft!i:S16 peoitJit!e~ o:f.fensive by Jll:'iQAOEd cal sm;Jle 9£. Bulganin 

. ~ 
and Khrushechev is nothing but ~~ ieriel.Q metbOO to •lure the so-called neutral na-

~t/,;J, ~~-
tions ~o the11 scheme u:f eui1unuuisml- ~e:I e is l'!e et:AQr wa¥ tho+ is ri gn+ hut tb9 CQ11111M:mn.t 

~ -"rd thes. ip ;:iei g;ap~ a pguhXtg in =;J:ie1r ffeg£'e~ pf wor:d cofi\J:(1M:: 3 t~S word ·is · "Li

~;_.f!~ ~n th9 i:te@ world know it by the hi:tme o:f "A~eeei10n". 

this 

The!!!:e ±s bow a ceasefire ia the 30th J'aiil?, 1 eJ, a · status quo 
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For us in Korea, :freedom means ftt'ii e , Mb 'ans± uw 1¥'S ,, , , ti:f We:cla···wa lli xt £S. 
.. 

. ' . 
the conclusion ·of our many years of struggle, su£:t'ering and suppression .Q• a• ;11111, 

~e h~e~J::trr:tka ,: ~ ~ ~.~~~;.iaht to 

ldill9elt a patriot if he t!Oe s not law w '9'fta '6J:1Qe ~ice 

,qi fas 

.: '.£~S:z; and .fre .edom to run our own a£fairs in our own land. Can we hav:e peace · when 9 .Inillion 
' . ·. . 

Koreans are still in bondage in the no.rihern pa.rt ·o:f our land? ·can we have :.peace ~s long 

. ~ the enemy lurks in our 'own soi:l? 
. I 

' 

Events ).fi the past 'l1ave ,Proven that the Communists are out :for world "conquest. The 

status quo .is only a 'brie:f respite :for the enemy to' plan another str~~agem in the 1cold 
. " · \ , ~ · /'.._ ~ . · .'. · . r - ~ ~~ - •.J • k, · . . h · ' '. . · 

'""-·~.C ~ ~ .. . . . 
war. Whe:b ia real:Jzy needed is not to allow bhi:s &Remy to 89 ~eiF 7 'to make them • 

. realize that the free. wo;old is· determined to -"live ';."7,J~ to t::t:; enemy .,.: 

·back to where he Piil!it I 
2 

3 Jy belongS, in his own land: 'in short, to roll 'back the Ir._on Cur. -
. ~· · ., 
tain which .5ed :f'alleri heavily on so many millions o:f nsw s Jc6 •g peoples throughout ·the 

,/ 
wor~d. 

Let us remember that peace can never be restore'd in the world ·ha.l:f Communist . and 

ha.l:f Democratic.. ~ 

We woul.d J.ike to remin~t our beJ.oved President Syngman Rhee said in America when 

he visited that noble country -in 1954: 

"Lincoln stood :for unity, and it is what I 'want :for my divided country." Indeed 

Abra.ham Lincoln wou:hi~ well_ lunderstood the tragedy in Korea., · :for his Gettysburg ad~ 
~~~~ l.m;1.v1::L. - ---.J , t....t!t'l-v N-~/ -~ 

· i• ur =tP 7 i~e today as ~'i 84 a:fter the Civil war between the North e.nd Sout~ flwe re-

solve that these dead shall not 

cll ··'!lation ~here in 
/ 

. , 
' •'. 

, 

achieve'?rx':b.....:o--t :~Y w· 

. ... - ~ . :.,. ~ ... : ~ ·"' 
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