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LEGATION OF THE REPUBLIC or KEREE ¥oo 38

MANILA

August 20, 1957

o Your Excellencys

- On August 1%, the Legation held an official reecsption at
L the legation Residence attended by some seventy membsrs of the
N\ Diplomatioc and Consular Corps, including the Apostolioc Runcio
v from the Holy See, the U.S. Ambassador, and the Chinese Ambas-

sador, and Philippine Governmant officials inocluding Philippine
Minister to Korea Cosme P, Garoia. lrs Constantine Brown of
the ¥ashington Evening Star, who is now on his way to Korea with
his wife, was aleo present. During the reception, Minister To~
288 de Castro propoeed a toast to His Exosllenocy President 8Syng-
man fhee. Owr Independence Day indeed ssemed to be widely wel-
comed herd., Nowspaper olippings in connection with the event
are enclosed herewith. In the ovening, the legation held a se-
parate gathering for the small community of Korean residents
here.

On the 16th, the legation received from the O0ffice of the

) President the acknowledging cable for our congratulatory message
to His Bxcollenoy President Syngsan Rhes on the anniversary of
tho prooclamation of our Indepondence. We also received a letter
from Aoting 8ecretary of Poreign Affairs Reul 8., Manglapus no-
tifying us of his sending a message of congratulations from Pre-
sddent Caroia to His Bxoellency President Syngman Fhee on the
oocasion of our Independence Day.

Upon receipt of a cable froa Minister Lincoln He Kim regard-
ing his arrival here on the 22nd, I called on Mr, Joss 8. Rstra~
da, Chief of Protocol, for the pre-arrangements in comnection with
the presentation of Minister Kim's credentiale.

Mr. and Mrs. Constantine Brown left for Taeipei enroute to
S8acul last August 16. Vioce Consul Chung and X sav them off at
the Manila International Adrport.

On the 17th, I attended the inaugural gathering held at the
College of Hursing of the University of Santo Tomas to celsbrate

the Huraing 8chool's elevation to the status of a College in the
University.

on Auguset 19, I attended the ceremony in honor of the late
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Preosident Manuel L. Quezon on the occasion of his T9th bvirth-
day anniversary. A civic and military parade vas held at Iu-
nsta Park after which President Garoia delivered an address,

On August 20, the lsgation received a letter from the Ge-
neral Chairman of the 2nd Asian Dental Congress inviting Korean
delegatens for the above mentioned Congress and the Asian-Paci-
fic Dental Conference to be held similtansously on March 24«30,
1958, 1In this regard, the legation sent an official letter to
the Ministry of Poreign Affairs,

In the August 18th issue of the "Manila Bulletin', it was
rgported that the "Korean Republio" has proposed that the Phi-
lippines, Vietnam, and Korea jointly issue a free Asian decla-
ration as the firat step toward an Asian alliance against com-
munist, Japanese, or any other aggression.

last August 11, Williem Pan of the English China News re-
ported from Tokyo that Japan may resort to military expausion
agein as it noves towvard a national orisis resulting from over-
population and over-production, These are two pre-war problems
of Japan which, instead of being solved by the ten years of war,
may have been compounded as Japan's post-war territory has been
considerably curtailed and industrial production greatly increased.

It is reportedly predioted that the next meeting of SBATO
will be held in Manila in Pebruary, 1958, Pote Surasin, Thai-
land's ambassador to the United States, who will soon become the
first Secretary-General of SEATQ, stated last August 15 in Vashing-
ton that he had received a personal letter from Thailend Prime Mi-
niater, Marshall Phibul Songgram, in which the Marshall said he
considered S8EATO to be of utmost importancs to Thailand. The Thai-
land anbassador also remarked that if the big powers neglect SEATO,

it will result in an inorease of neutralism and comsunisa in South-
qast Asia.

Japan vwas reported to be working on a plan which would put
trade with Asia on a two-way basis, Tentative plans were to oall
for an economic conference of Southeast Asian nations. The chiel
difference of this plan from pravious economic programs is that
it views trade from the standpoint of the other nations, One of
its main points ia thet it would try to set & fixed volume of rioce
imports chiefly from Thailand, Burma, and the Indonesian Republio
every year. This would enabls thesa countries to set up plans for
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purchases from Japan, The plan would be linked with the South-

east Asia development fund scheme which Prime Miniator Kobue
suke Kishi proposed on his tour of Asia earlier this year.

Respeotfully submitted,

HO JOON ‘PARK
Chargh d'Affaire

ad intorim

His Excellenay Chung ¥han Cho
Minister of Foreign Affairs
Hinistry of Poreign Affairs
Seoul, Korea

Copy sent to His Bxcellency FPresident Syngman Rhee.
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