
Digital Archive
International History Declassified

digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org

May 1, 1957
Draft Letter No. 43 from Syngman Rhee to Young

Kee Kim

Citation:

"Draft Letter No. 43 from Syngman Rhee to Young Kee Kim", May 1, 1957, Wilson Center
Digital Archive, B-339-105, The Korean Legation in the Philippines, Reports from the
Korean Mission to the United Nations and Republic of Korea Embassies and Legations,
Syngman Rhee Institute, Yonsei University.
https://wilson-center-digital-archive.dvincitest.com/document/123396

Summary:

President Rhee expresses discontent on America's effort to have countries in Asia to
sign pacts with Japan.

Credits:

This document was made possible with support from Syngman Rhee Institute, Yonsei University

Original Language:

English

Contents:

Original Scan

digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org


® 
o1.g.'l_l"<l:!-i1--t;! 

**Bi~1i'.~ 
The Syngman Rhee Institute 

'· 

• . ./ 
fJ0 

Pre•ident Syn.gzmm Rhee "'\ 

Jlim.ater(xi;l Young XeeJ .JiP 1k ) _______ ....: " ~ -======= -=-- - ~ .. ... ... ____ . ·---·· 
We are deej>ly disturbed by the recurrent e1'forta of the United State& 

Sta'b9 Departm&nt. inv&riably supported by Nationalist China• to induce the 

1%2dependent nations of Asia to join in the torJULtion of a mutual security 

pact w1 th Japan as a key .,....,;.r!'jwe note with warm apprdval the continuing 

oppos1 tio:n to these propos&Ls by the Philippines Governm19n t. and 1 ta 

realizat1onii as reflected in the Philippines press. that Japan has not 

abe.ndomd her aggressiw intentions toward Asia. and could be expected -

giwn the opportunity - to seize the initiative and try to impose her will 

&ll8W not only in Northeast Asia., but also in the SEA10 Treaty area 
\ 

aa well. 

~ wiah our appreciation of this ata.D:l to be expresaed to the 

Philippines Govermmnt,, together w1 th the expression of our Ti~ tm•• 
:aa ttera • along the 1'ol loring U:aes : ~ 

We would a trcmgly adTOO& 'be and •upport - iD f'aot feel there is 

blperatiw med for - an organization. that would really help tbe de2llOOl'at1o 

natiam ot Asia in their struggle against Conmnm,sm,, and that would be 

genuinely anti-Comrmm,at in tact aa well as mm. But in all the ende&TOI"• 

whioh haw so far been made. we baTe seen little. if any. s1Doerity. 

It i• axic-.tic that .if an organization. is to be genuiDely anti-Coamnn1•t• 

it oannot inolude a single m.tion which is not. We simply oamiot mderet&nd -

and would oertainly like to mow the reasons for -- the J111m seeming 
. ' I 

presumption by the United States and Nationalist China that Japan is 

ant1-Comrmmist1- when more am more ocmsiatently am more and more openly 

Japan has been orienti22g herself toward b-ioDdship with tbe entire 

Copmnm,st bloc. a%ld particularly with Rod China and the SoTiet Union. 

Before Japan should be considered for mmberahip in a BEA.TO or any 

such group. she should outlaw her Conmnmiat party. as has been done in the 

Philippine:s• sever all relations with Soviet Russia and Red. Chill8.• and 

stand unquesticmably :tirm. alon..side all the other truly anti-Commuld.st 

nations. Thon - but only then - could we welcome her to :membership in 

anything deserving to be called a. mutual security pact. 
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·For more than 10 ,ears• the Republic of Korea bas been trying to 

torgi"fe and forget the put in the hope tlat Japan might be per•uaded to 

atand together 1'i th ua in the face of the 1J11Dinent danger of the COlllll'lmist 

expamic:m.. mon:ment. But we are DOW convinced that Ja~ illlt: ha• Dot had 

a ohange of he&rtJ tb&t. indeed• she does not wish to liire iD peaoe 11111: 

am. harmony with her neigh.bore. ID. tact. with the aid o~ .. a--1 the Sori.et 

Union. Red. Chim. • and e-wen of the United States, Japan quite ole&rly is 

trying to play the same old d&ns-rowa game of pOlrer :poli tioa, in oo-.etous 

an:t1.cipat1on of :resuming her f~r role as the domim.ting power in Asia. 

With the almost mbelinably strong inf'luenoe Japan seem .to h&w 
\ 

O"V9r oer1ain .American statesmen. she bas even succeeded in wimling their 

support of her stand between the demoora.tio countries on <me side and the 

CCll'IJllm'ists on the other. What she obviously wants ia freedom of aotion 

to ohoose • in selfish expedieDCy, whichever side is moat bemfioi&l to 

her at any g1 ven :mome:c. t. 

&'late Department deli~red to ToJc7o a new and :m:berially rela:md propoaa.l 

tor Japa?28ae trade with Red Chim, which the U.S. will support a.t the 

COCOK meeting in Paris next montJ:i. Am Secretary Dulluea ami.omoed tba.t• 

while the U.S. intended to ren.in in~. ,!P~P~~jOld.Dawa tor some time to oome. 

it did not intend to hold and occupy the Ryukyua permmently. and that 

tbeir ultilmLte sovereignty rema.~ with Japan. 

W&ticmalist Chi?ls.?s continuing support or Japan as an ~omm.uniat 

mticm. is equally hard to understand. Surely it is not forgotten that it 

was tollowing Japan's forrt:tar oocupa.tion and reduction of the Ryukyus to 

serv1 tude that she also seized Formosa.. And in recent weelc8 a Japa.Dese 

Sooialis.t .-.., Party mission to Peiping agreed 1l'i th Chou En-lai tm.t the 
' . 

qmstion ot Formosa was the biggesjJ stumbling blook to establishing 1'ull 

relations between their countries, whioh the Jap&neae Goverz:iment has ma.de 

no secret of strongly favoring. 

American s ta. tesmen have told us ever s inee the end of World War II 

that they 'thought thsir build-up or Japan,.. the only we.y to keep Japan 

from going to the Commmist ca.:ap. But they have never been able to answer 

our questions as to wbat will happen and who will de.fend against Japan 

if, as now seem so likely, Japan turns awg!,..1111'111:: against the u.s. and lines 
....). 

I 
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up,with the Communists fer what she considers her seli.'ish advantage of tl8 

The u.s. statesmen who seem so bent on restoring Japanese hegemony 

in Asia and who. albng with the Chiang Kai-sbek Gove~nt., seem ao 

insis'bent that Japan be e. guiding and dovdna:nt power among Free Asian 

Naticms6 should first mke certs.in tbat Japan abandons both her Conmunist 

friendships and her aggressive designs on Asia., and demonstrates a 

genuine willingness to live as an equal with other independent,, :f'reedom.•loving,, 

Asiatic nations. 
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