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Report No. 116

April 29, 1957

Dear Hinister Chos

FPoxr the duration of my throe-wesk leave ending April 24,
I an gratified to report to you that Do Soon Chung, Third Se-
cretary, took charge of the legation as Chargd d'Affaives ad
interim. Cortainly, I appreciataed the President's kind con-
sideration in granting me an opportunity to vieit Korea and
obsarve the changes that took place during the one year inter-
val, It 48 an inspiration to obtain up-to-date informetion
on the progress and developmant of Korea and in many ways it
helps we to enlighten the seekers on present-day Korea.

The one month mourning period on the death of the late
Prasident Magsaysay ended on April 17 and social calendars
are crovded with all sorts of parties. The Filipinos are
&2y people.

The Congress has about twenty days left to wind up its
legislative task. The most important bills - budget, public
works, and anti-Communiet bill have not been passed. Preli-
ninary presidential campaigns for nomination are waged by the
political psxrty aspirvants. The Philippine political dilemna
vill remain unsolved until the bLidding of Senator Jose P.
Jaurel for the presidency is definitely decided. The Semator
reaffirmed his decision to seek the presidentiel nomination
at the Nacionalista party convention. He said he would fight
his eldest son, now Speaker of the House, who is considered
@s running mate of the incusbent as Vice President.

1ast week, Australien Prime Minister Robert Gordon Hene
gigs vwas hera on a two-day state visit. Mr. Honsies spoke
befors tho joint session of Congress. He underscoxred ths
need for a 'strong and free congross', and added that "every
opposition should have a government. It i8 very &ull 1ife,
if ths people do not argue.®

The Prime Mindster of Pakistan, S.il. Suhrawvardy, is
acheduled to axrive here enroute back to his country from
Japan to be official state guest of the Philippines. Japanese
Ambasaadoxr Koichiro Asskai vho has besn hare sbout sight months



vy RIUH) Br

Rhee In

@45@@ :Center Digital Archive Original Scan

=2=

vill be leaving soon for his VWashington post %0 make further
errangements with the State department for the forthcoming state
visit of Prime Ministor Nobushke Kishi.

On our inquiry, the Department of Foreign Affairs informed
us that the Korean~Philippines Trade Agreement which was submii-~
ted by our government is still under consideration and assured
us of an early opportunity for discussion by both parties.

I an informed that seven officials of the Hinistry of Agri-
culture and Forestry will visit Manila at the invitation of the
Philippine ICA. Ths trip for the Korean agricultural offiocials
was once formerly sponsorsd last September by the Awerican agri-
cuitural experte of the local ICA. Although the Koreans aras
coning here as the guests of the local ICA, I would eppreoiate
it if the Hinistry of Agriculiure and Forestry informs us in
advance of the offioials' names and positiona.

Yours truly,
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Hinister Chung whan Cho
Ministyy of Foreign Affairs
Sooul, Korea

Copy sent to His Excellency President Syngman Rhss.
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