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In a telegram to India’s Secretary (E) V.C. Trivedi, Apa B. Pant, India’s Ambassador to
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the Watergate scandal. Pant relates that most Italians are in utter disbelief over Nixon’s
resignation. He also finds that intellectual circles in Italy believe the scandal to be
indicative of a flawed US political system, while political circles in Italy seemingly view
the episode as a welcome development for the welfare of Europe.
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The anguished, and, agonising departure of
Preaident Nixon caie at a time when 9C% of Italy was on
8 holidayl! Nevertheless therg have been some very
interesting comments in the press and from some of the
intellectuals on this historit event in which for more
romaons than one Italy is deeply involved. As you know
noerly 60% of the Italian population have their relations
living in Amexica. They regularly receive, mostly in the
blaock market, large sums of woney from them. The judge
who ias investigating lir. Nixon's case and the Chairman of
the Benate Judiciary Committee are Italians i From
Biolly and the southern portions of Italy nearly 80% of
the pcople have their relations in America. They visit
Amoricd constantly and the pol1tlcs there as well as in
QGouthern fmerica-is a matte; of great concern to the
Itallana.

;
.

St111 most of the Ita11ana do not understand, why;
begause of.ﬂauerguue. President MNixon has had to leave
officel!l There are hundreds of iatergates everyday in
Italyli! Here it ioc the normal process of political life.
bribery. corruption, lying. cheai1no. For thousands of
years, the Italians have had corruob goverrments, tyrants
and people who suppressed and tortured them. To them what
Nixon had done is nothing out of the ordinary and really
not' that bad at alll

However, the intellectuals like Alberto loravia
the Nobel Prize Uinner, Carlo Livi and Ugo Stille and gthers
have expressed the fear that this episode of the resignatioun
of an Lmerican Pregident at this time, and, in this way,
only goes in to show how American democracy does not functionn
piroperly and what are the real, nhidden dangers. and, deicct:
of this colloasal machinery of government of the greatest
power on earth. *Their view is that the whole process of
investigaiion and resigmation is not indicative of how
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alive and thriving"™ the American democratic system io

but that how very near to a total dictztorship the

huerican system igs and, if o chance talk by two personso
0Ty a couple of courageous corréspondents taking action
ao they did, had not been there. MNixon would have got
away with it all. They also feel that by and large the
dmerican population wes not very greatly exercioced about
what Hixon did in order to collect more fundas for his
party or to keep himgelf in nower, The hmerican peopler
like the Italians, took all these actions for granted.
That the other, offendeds political party went into the
battle, anc, that the newis uwediatook it up was also. it

is ascumed heres natural,y normal. Only when the Americana
found out that Nixon wage all the way lying to them consis-
tently did they get unset with him. Even this the Italian
people and the intellectualc feel is a proof that the
system like that ip America can any day be utilised by a
more clever, more intellicent person than Nixon to keep
himself in power by simply confessing to some of the
misdemeanours of his colleagues and getting rid of them
and continuinc ae before.

Thete is aleo visible in the political circles
here.a faint, but an audible kind of a sigh of relief.
Whatever the relationchin» between-Italy and Americas and.
America and Europe and the great Atlantic Alliance, may
have been in the past, in the last few years, the Italians
eapecially, have heen deeply "irritated" to say the leact,
by -the way Kissingexr and Nixon have been behaving towards
Europe, I wae told that often at/the European neetings,
in which the &mericans participated, the feeling was. as
ifs the "headmaster" had come to reprimand the childrcn.
for ;bad behaviourii There has been here also a consi_ . “t.
feeiing that &merica over-rides the national intgreéig of .
Eurppes economic as well as political, and goes 5ghihd and’
ov€r their backs to do thingc with the Soviet Union, or
with China’i.or, for thet matter with the Arahs to secure

--— only her own group and national interests, ’

It is hoped now that with the disappearance of
[lixon and perhaps a certain more "democratic" control over
the actions of Kisscinger Europe may have a better chance of
"gurvival" and of expressing and following her own i-*e-nptg
and her own policies vis-a-vis her neighbours and vis-a-vis
the Soviet Union, ‘

There is always a contradiction and conflict in
Italy, and, perhaps other Eurorean countries in their
approach towardéa America,: They want Lmerica a2t one and
the same time to pay and protect them from the so-called
Russian danger as well as to leave them alone to pursue
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their oun nationzl intereats
not in the aszoe line.

In any casey it is felt here nowsy that, may be the
"contradictions" in the interests of Auerioa and the European
countries could itow be noothered cut nore easily uith the
disappearance of Nixon. Iixon in his pouer mania vasy it is
felt here. pushing Europe too fast on a »ath strewn with

dangerous debris of national interests and d1ctator1a1
hegemonies,

uhich they now feel are often
ae that of &merica,

The Turﬁ1ah-areeh confllct in Cyprus has algo brought
to the forefront; in the eyes of the Italiane. at thid very
monment the weesknesc of the Anerican policy especially that
of Kisoinger. It i& taken for grafited here that Kissinger
encouraged the Turks to get thc1r cake and cat it whilst the
going was coods He in fact is accepted liere as the "counsellqg"
of Turkish inveeion of Gyprus: Italians feél thgt Xissinger
nay be brilliant and deserving a Hobél Peace Frice dealing
with "Macrocosmic" conflicts but that he is lost when dealing
with "Microcosnic" ones such as in Cyprus, This is the more
charitable vieu, The other one is that Kigsinger only cdoes
what is in the intercst of Anerica which he eouatestllth

"lorld Fecoce"s Interests of other countr1eé to hio and to
4oerica, nany JItaliané féel, afe not part of the pattern of
peace that has to be slowlys paiﬁ# akingly consiructed hit by
bit. They shov thé feilute of Ffss;nger to deal with EEG ox j
HATO as an exanpic, Kisaingér lia no patience or time for

"anall coufitries”; ofs when vital Aderican interests are not
challenged.

The Italians are very greatly éoncerned by the 3reck
action in getting themselves out of NATO though at the rreaeﬁ;
moment Grecks have only stated that theﬁ will withdraw their
¢roops from the N4TO organisations The¢ Italians fear that thg
whole NKTPO structure has been serlouplyu nerhars 1rreparaolj, ‘
damaged aé a result of the hmerican policy vis=asvis Greecce agé
Turkeys he oricinal involvenment of GIA in Grecce and their
gup-ort of the pfevious dictatorial recime of the Army and now

their laék of gupport for the democrétic forces has oﬂened the
eyes_ of many a polltical parties in Italy and they wonder as
to whether when thé ¢runch cones the Lnerican support will be
gvailable to then eithers

This is juet a short analysis of the sityation seen by
the Italiang whilgt they are on their holidays, There will bg '
nuch nore discussion and analysis of the situation in time teo
comes I will conaént upon it again, ,

Youxs eincerely,

Shri V,C,Trivedi,

Sceretary (E) '

Binietry of Externcl L faire.
lew Delhi




