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Summary:

In a telegram to India’s Secretary (E) V.C. Trivedi, Apa B. Pant, India’s Ambassador to
Italy, describes the Italian reaction to US President Richard Nixon’s resignation amidst
the Watergate scandal. Pant relates that most Italians are in utter disbelief over Nixon’s
resignation. He also finds that intellectual circles in Italy believe the scandal to be
indicative of a flawed US political system, while political circles in Italy seemingly view
the episode as a welcome development for the welfare of Europe.
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Cocy Ho. 

AU!"lUSt 17, 197'1 ·�· 

.The anguished, and, agonising departure of 
treaident Nixob came a� a time when 9C% of Italy was on 
I holidayll Nevertheless ther� have been some very 
interesting comaents in the press and from some of the 
lnt�llectuala on this historib event in CTbich for more 
reaaono than one Italy io :dee.1HY involved. As yo u knew 
noarly 60% of the Italian popb i ation have.their relations 
living in Am�rica. They regularly receive, mootly in the 
black raarket, large sums of cioney f�om them. The judge 
who is investigating rnr. Nix6t'o case and the Chairraan of 
the Senate Judiciary Co1;11�1itt�e �re Italiano Ii From 
Sloily and the southern portiono of Italy nearly 80% of 
the people h�ve their relatJOps in Ara�rica. They v i s it 

Amorica conotantly a_nd th:� p9li_tics there as 11ell as in 
QQu�hern Ame:i;''ici:r-:io � mC'ltte� of great conce1·n to the 

Italiano. / 

.. S.till raoot of the Italiana do, not understand, wl1y1 
bepeuae (>f. �-'1nterg·'1te, President Nixon has had to leave 
otticcl I There are hundred� 6f Natergateo everyday in 
l i El 1 y I l I Here i t i a the no rm a 1 p ;r o c e as o f po 1 i ti ca 1 1 i f e � 

bribery, corruption, lying, che t:d� ing. For tho�oands of 
years, the Italians have had cor��pt governments, tyranto 

ond people who .suppressed and tortured theQ. To them what 
Nixon had. done is nothing out of the ordinary and really 
not' that bad at calll l 

However, the intelle6tuala like Alberto Lloravia 
the Nobel Prize �inner, Carlo Livi and Ugo 3tille and ?th2r3 
have expresoe5i the fear that this epiaode of the resi0nati1'li 
of an J�merieari� Preoident at thio ti1ae, and, in t!1io v1ay, 
only goeo ,.in to ahot·r hou American democracy doec rlot functirin 
i-i i: ope r 1 y and w h n t are the real , i1 id den don ge rs , and, de f cc t ;_\ 

of this collossal machinery of governmeni of the greatest 
p o t'I e r o n e a rt Ii • .i:r h e i r vi e r1 i a th a t t h e w 11 o 1 e p r o c e a a o f 
inveatigation and resignation ia not indicative of how 
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·""alive and thrivin9" the Am.e.rican democl'ntic eyate&1 ia 
but � hnt hon very near to a totnl dictEtorohip the Ace�1can systca is, and, if a chance talk by tuo peraono 
or, a coupl� of courageous corr�spondents taking action 
ec they did, had not been t h ere, Nixon would have got 
nffay with it nll. Th�i �lso feel that by and large the 

American population wca not very greatly exercioed about 
w ha t U i xo n di d i n or de r to co 11 e ct more fund a for h i a 

· 
party or to keep &imaelf in �ouer. The hmerican people, 
1 i k_e the It a 1 i an s , took a 11 t he a e action a fo r gr an t e d • 

That the other, offended, political party uent into the 
battle, and, tb�t the ne0s uediatook i t  up wao also, it 
is asaumed here, natural, norraal. Only when the America�o 
found out that Nixon nao all the way lying to them co nais 
tently did they get upset with him. Even thic the Italian 
people and the intellectualc feel is a proof that the 
system like-that in America can any day be utilised by a 

more clever, raore intelli�ent person than Nixon to keep 
himself in power by simply confessing to some of the 

miedemeanours of his colleagues and getting rid of them 
and continuin� as before. 

The�e is also vioible in the political circls� 
here.a faint, but an audible kind_ of a sigh of relief� 
Wh at�ver the relationchip between-Italy and Amcricj, and, 

� America and Eutopi and the great Atlantic Alliance, may 

have been in the past, in the las t  few yearc, the Italian� 
enpeciallyt havo been deeply "irritated" to oay the leaot, 
by �he way Kiscinger and Nixon have been behaving tow�rdo 
EurQpe� I was told that often at /the European raeetings, 
in-which the Americana participated, the feeling waB, as 

if.-, t he "head.master" had come to reprili1and the children_ 
for :bad behaviourl I There has been here a lso a cons: __ :�-· ->t-o: feeling that limerica over-rides the national int�reii·i·s. o'r: 
Eur� pe, economic as well ao political, and uoea b,hi�a agd' 
ov f!r their bacf�s t o  cio tldn gc uith the Soviet Union, or· 

\''l'ith ChinaI1.,or, for thot matter with the f.rabs to secure 
.. ' . . 

--only her own gr-Q�P and na·tional interests. 
' 

It ia hoped now that uith the disappearance of 
Hixon and pei·haps a certain rn o re "deraocratic" control over 
the actiona of Kisainger Europe may have a bet ter chance of 
"survival" and of expreacing and following her onn i··��notc 
and her o�n policies vio-a-via her neighbours rind vis-a-vis 
the Soviet Union. 

There is always a contradict i �ti end conflict in 
Italy, and, perhaps oth e r  Euro�ean countrieo in their 
approach touardo America�· They uan t  J.rnerica at one and 
the sa1i1e time to- pay and protect them from the co-ca 1 J eci 
3.ueoian danger as well ao to leave them alo�e to pursue 
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their oun nationEl intereata v�f ch they nou feel nre often 
not in the acoc line.DG that of Ancrica. 

In any case, it ia felt �ere nowt that. nsy be the 
"contra die ti one" in the intereats of /u:terioa �nd th� European 
c?untriea could nou be 1JrJoothetied out Dore e asily uit!1 the 
disappearance of Hixon. Ilixon in !do !)Oticr w1nin wast it is 
felt here, pushing E�ropc too fast on a ��th stre�n tllth 
dangerous debris of national interests ti�d dictatorial 
hegeaoniea. 

. . . . . ' .' . . ·. �" The Tu�frl�h�G��ek conflict in Cyprus has al�d brought 
to the forefront� In the eye� of the Italians, at this ve�y 
boaont the Recknejc �j the Anerlbriri policy e�pecially that 
of «isoing�r. It 1� token for. gr�rited here that lisoirtoer 
e ncouraged the Turko to get their cake and cat it �Jhi.Ist ·the . . . 
ooina Nao �ood� Be in f�ct is �dcepted here as the �counse11 Gfh 
of Tu�kia� lnvasion of Cyp�us� It�liQn� ie�l th�t Kis�lnuer . · 
cay be brillian$ and deberving � �ob'l P'ace Fiice dealing 
aith hMacrocosnic� conflicts but that he is lost when dealing 
uith "�icrocosoic" onea such a� in Cyprus. This is the raore 
charitable view� :be other one is that Kissinger only doeb 
what is in the interest of Aaerico vhioh he equotes �ith 
"tlorld FcQ�ctt, Interejts dt othe� �ou�tri�· i� hia add to 
Aoericat aany ,lt�ii.nncl feeli ate not p�rt of tile pattern of 
peace that hast� bi qlo�lyiy�f �d� �k � hg� � 6onstr�cts� bit hy 
bit. They shod _th,� :ta(.lut�. o� it��?:J.".0�r. to. deal tnt�1 �Ea or .i HfiTO: �s an e,caap.1.e• Kt1Jo1nger has ho pat{ef)ce or t1me for 
��ra�ll touitrt���, o�f uh�n vitai Acl�ri6an interests ore not 
challenged• 

�he Xt�liari� a�� very g�intly d6ncer�ed by the 1reek . 
action in getting th�m'i1eive1J out oi Nt.T6 t�ough nt the presen'� 
moa�nt Greek� have only stoted that th�i will uithdr�w their 
�roops frotJ tbe ru,70 org.�nia�tion.; The 'Italians fear that tl'i� 

"\ . , . 
whole Nb7p ntrhctuie. hn� bden �eri ou,lyi perhcps lireparably� 
damaged a� o repult of the Attericen poiicy vis,_a.,.;vis Greece 01:fd 
T�rkey' 1he or!cin�l inv?1.v.c��Jl� of OJ.:� in Greece ond the. ir ,. · 
�up;ort � tbe ptevious dictatorial re01�e of the hroy and no� 

j , 

their 1<:1.C!c of support for the dernocrt.tic forces has opened th� 
e1-_eEJ__of' nany ri' poilt,!c:al parties in Italy end they \1on0,ei";ns 
to Whether When the crunc!l CO!JeG the f�f.iericnn support t"l ill be �vnilable to then either� I 

This is just a shoxt onaly�is of th� slt�otion �een bt 
the Itali�n� whil�t they ore on their holidaysM The�e �!11 b/ 1 
ouch aorc discu�sion bnd an�lysis of the �ituotion in tlqe to 
cooa. l will iooa�n� upon it naain� 

Shri V.C�T�ivedi, SccretoJ"t CE) Niniotry of Extetnnl l.::f<lirc, 
Hew Delhi 
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