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REPUBLIC OF KOREA 

KOREAN MISSION IN JAPAN Tokyo, August 5, 1957 

. t." ·.i ... ! \ . 

No, 34 

TO 

FR<X.I 

SUBJ~cr 

His Excellency 
The President 

Tai Ha Yiu 

Sllr.lr.lary cf .14th Preliminary Koree.-Japan Talks 

The 14th prelim.i.nar'/ session (the third since it~ res\.Elption 
on July 2J) was held with Itagaki, director of the Asian Affairs 
Bureau at J :00 p.r:1. this afternoon at the Japanese Foreign Ministry, 
sumary of which is a3 follo'r1s: 

Itagaki: :ir have to reiterate again that the amended Korean proposal 
on the u.s. ifomorandum cannot be aceepted by the Japanese side. I 
have carefully reviewed the many pha8ef.l of the me:iorandum am find that 
it crune 1.nto existence as a result of the Korean request to the u.s, 
Joverr.ment for clarification in ~of Article 4b of the San Francisco 
Peace Treaty and which I clearly understood uas received Hith 
~atisfaction by the Korean side,• __ What I find difficult to understand 

I 
is wh:r you now request fundamental changes when you have already 
expressed satisfaction with it. Tho Korean side must accept the 
sLr1ceri t.y of Kishi and Ishii and that . of . the officials concerned instead 

i of harboring undue suspicions• 

•
1•lith regard to the deportation proble~. 'fhe tenn now at issue 

was inserted in the detainee memorandum in accordance with the pertinent 
law of Japan. The Japanese side conceded to the Korean request for 
insertion of the term "who have served out their sontences 11 with regard 
to the Japanese fisher:nen in Korea because tr:e Korean side insisted 
that t ~ eir pertinent laws necessitate it. The same is true of us and the 
deportation tenn applies to all aliens, .Americans and British, not 
particularly to Koreans." 

Yiu: "rfo will accept the withdrawal by Japan of her claim to 85% of 
whole Korean property in Korea. It was preposterous in the first place. 
Hm.,..ever, the point in the u.s. l·!emorandU11 which is related to Korea's 
claims is rather ambiguous and we want to leave no room for future 
argument. Franlly speaking, if the count1•y we are dealing with is not 
Japan ~:ind tr.ere were no bitter experiences between us, we would give 
you our trust and accept anything without question. However, the case 
being quite the contrary, it is iT.possible for Korea to accept anything 
from Japan, unconditlonally. 

"You state that your deportation term applies to A'Ilericans and to 
the British as \·;ell. But has Japan ever brought over forcibly to Japan 
any Americans or British for labor or for other purposes of war? Most 
of the Koreans in Japan were brou , ~ht to Japan by force to contribute 

to Japan 1 s war purposes. l!ow that Japan finds no further need for them 
she i£ anxious to deport thom tmder pretexts of criminal offenses and 
so on. 11 
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Itagaki: 11 1 am in full understanding of the Korean position a.IXi 
':e will accept the Korean amendment proposal on th~ deportation issue. 
HoNeYe:r, the Korean side must withdraw its amendment proposal. on the 
U. s. Memorandu'TI • 11 

..., 

Yiu: "There will be ho change in our proposal on the U .s. J.il"Jllorandum. 11 

Itagaki: "Will the Korean side propose further amendments to the 
property cla:iJns memorandum?" 

Yiu: 111 do not believe there will be further amer.d.ments, 

''I would like to suggest at this time that the Japanese side 
preser.t to us a cour:terproposal on the issue based on our amendment 
proposal." 

Itagaki: 11 'Ihe Japanese proposal is the same as the one originally 
agreed to between ;\:ribassad.or Kirn and Vice Hinister Olmo, Nakagawa, the 
then Asian Affairs Bureau chief and Hiyake. 11 

Yiu: ''That is already a matter of the past.. I see no point in referring 
to it. 11 

Itagaki: "1 shall refer your su~gestion to Foreign Hinister Fujiyama and 
Vice Hinister Ohno. 11 

Yiu: "It must be made •t1ith the understanding that the Korean amendment 
proposal on the propert:r daims issue is unalterable." 

'rnere uas no answer to this. However, Itagaki stated that in order 
to bring the issues to agreement, he would present such a proposal. 

ltagaki: "I understand the Peace Line issue will be discussed and 
settled at the overall talks. Nevertheless, I would like to have your 
opinion whet: er you think t~ere is any hope of it being settled." 

Yiu: "I am unable to sa:y a.eything at this ti.J;lie, Our principles are 
well known to Prime Hinister Kishi and Hr. Ishii." 

. ~ Itagaki: 11 It would not be going too far to say that we have agreed on 
. . , . : > ·J.th.~ ~ pthPr problems except for the issue of the u.s. HemorandU'll. 

1 ,. 

1

:, \ ~·, · 1_;) •·' ; ~ · .'t "Instead of discussbg the advantages and disadvantages of 
• ''-

1

' ··' t' ' · 1.rthe u.s. Hemorandum., how about the Korean side presenting the amount 
• \ , - '.. of its property claims toward Japan?" 

Yiu: "Such requests ha.Ye been made to me several times, out I would like 
t"O"r°epeat here that the Japanese side is ~ore familiar with our claims 
than the Koreans themselves.'' 

Itagaki: 11 ·rnat is not so. As it. was in the case of the Philippine 
reparations and now with the Indonesian problem, it was the recipient 
countries which have presented the amount of their claims. I a~ unable 

·' to understand why the Korean side refoses to do this. 11 

\• . 
, \ Yiu: "We have not yet come to the stage of discussing the amowit of 

· ' ': . repa1•ations. What we are demanding of Japan at present is that it 

. i --. --------n--------... 
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canpensate Korea for its 4D years o_f occupation, the details of which 
are familiar to you." - ·--------~-------------

Itagaki: "We would save considerable time if instead of arguing on 
the u.s. Memorandun, the Korean side would present their claims amount. 
However, since your attitude is such, we will have to continue our · 
discus3ion on the issue. 11 

Yiu: 11 ! want you to relay to your Prirne Minister and Foreign Minister 
that the Korean si~e brought the talks to this extent from the belief 
that the present Japanese govern~ent is different from the fonner ones 
in many ways and that the prime minister was genuinely sincere in his 
wish to cane to tenns with Korea. 11 

There was no answer to this. 

The conclusion reached at this meeting was that the Japanese side 
would accept our amend'Ilent proposal on the deportation issue, and the 
problem still pending is that of the property claims.· ·I·am unaware 
about the outcome of our talks on the matter but shall spare no efforts 
to bring them to a satisfactory end. 

It was agreed that the next meeting would take place sane time 
before the end of this week. 

Before leaving the office for my meeting with Itagaki, I had 
an understanding with knbassa.dor Kim and our delegates to the 
prelimfoary talks that we would request th~--~apan~ae __ side. to pre.aent,.~ 
a counte_r.. propos.~. on the u.s .. HeIIloranduni baaed on our amendment proposal. 
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