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REPUBLIC OF KOREA 

KOREAN MISSION IN JAPAN Tokyo, July 16, 1957 

No. 27 

TO His Excellency 
The President 

FRat. Tai Ha Yiu 

I met Kitazawa and Yatsugi laet evening and was introduced 
to Tanaka Tatsuo who replaced Kitazawa as deputy cabinet secretary. 
Ambassador Kim was also present. He asked to go along when I told 
him I would be meeting Kitazawa. 

Accordi.ng to Kitazawa, he and Yatsugi were called to the 
Prime Hinister 1s residence that morning and were asked by Kishi 
whether or not the Korean side would agree if the Prime Minister 
were to make an oral co:nmitment that he was in canplete understanding 
of the Korean sta~..d on the u.s. memorandum and other issues. If 
the Korean side is not satisfied with this oral comnitrnent, there 
was nothing more to be done, Kishi said to them. 

Kit.azawa strongly recoomended that we accept the Prime llJ.nister'e 
oral commitment and that if he gees back on his word, he (Kitaiawa) 
ar.d Yatsugi would act as witnesses for us. Kishi told Kitazawa and 
Yatsugi that since the two of them had been instrunental in bringing 
the Korea-Japan relations to the present stage, they should see to it 
that the problems are settled and although Kitazawa is not a member of 
t.he cabinet he should exert all his efforts. 

I told Kitazawa we had complete trust in the Prime Minister's 
words, however, in view of our past experiences with the Japanese, 
we are quite wary of their commitments. And to make a long story 
short, we would be content only if the Japanese side agrees to 
settle our problems along the lines as presented by the Korean side. 

I referred to the press statement made by Kishi about the percentage 
of concessions the Japanese side made to us ard asked them to name 
the concessions that Japan was supposed to hav~ made arrl whether they 
consider the withdrawal of the Kubota statement and the claim to 85 
per cent of property in Korea ,,. . _ a concession . I told ther: :.iaa.~ 

Kishi showed his'3incerity by his statement. 

Tanaka, the new deputy cabinet secretary replied that he was 
i'/ith the Prime Minister at his press conference but could not remanber 
hearing him make such a statement. He stated that Kishi made mention 
of 90 percent agreement having been reached and that 10 per cent 
remained to be agreed upon. It was not 90 per cent concessions, 
Tanaka insisted and expressed regrets that the newspapers interpreted Kishi's 

· atatement in anyway they pleased. 
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I told Kitamwa that everything would depend on the Japanese 
attitude, and since we would not be able to wait indefinitely 
we must have a defir..ite answer to report to the government. 'lbe 
ambassador made a similar statement; also that it was the Korean 
side which made the most concessions. 

I asked Kitazawa why Kishi broke the appointment he made 
with us last Saturday. Tanaka explained that the Prime Minister 
had not been in a position to meet foreign dignitaries on that 
day as the Foreign !linistry had been the site for a sit-down 
demonstration staged by Japanese youths who were demarding that 
the Foreign Office issue travel pennits to 500 of them to attend 
the Moscow peace rally. 

Before the meeting broke up, Kitazawa and Yatsugi insisted 
that we accept Kishi 1 s oral commit.ment. I told them we would make 
our attitude clear after we have talked to Kishi and Fujiy811la. 

The Japs know that they must settle the problems but are 
reluntant to accept our terms. However, I am convinced a conclusion 
...,,.ould be reached soon. 
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