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PARTICIPANTS:

Iarael's Security Problem 'b&

Ambassader Harman remarked that the ewrrent quiescent state of affaire in
the Middle Esst has prevailed for four years, 3Since 1958, the UAR's subversive
efforts had been effectively checked in Jordan, Lebanon, and Irag. The regent
Baghdad meeting of the Arab League had revealed the “rolle-back™ of UAR-inepired,
nationalist trends among the Arzbs, Hasper not having been able to domivate in
ths 0ld marmer, When Mr, Bundy said that perhaps the "roll~back" had "rolled®
Nazser right down to the Conge, the Ambessador said the suggestion was not partishe
larly far-fetched, that Nasser is a restless spirit and when checked in one ares
is obliged to sesk an outlet elsewhere and Afries is now a major urgw. :
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Ambassador Harman said that despite the prevailing calm thers ave w ' &
important elemeats for anxiety in the Middle East, In general, and specifically =%
for lsrael, Of these, rearmament is the most sensitive, Egypt has been setting
the pace singce 1955, when it first began o aequire Soviet arma., Since the end
of 1957 it has moved toward the acquisition of the Soviets! MIG-19, which by a et
large margin is a better plane than anything the Israelis have, and capeble of ./"‘" 1
delivering alr~to-air missiles. When Mr. Bundy asked what type of missile, |
Ambagsador Barman said that he is not informed on this point, but it is a i
the MIG-19 would carry a missile becanmse of its tremendous speed and high flight |
ceiling, Tt will out-matoh the Iaraelis' best jet, the French PSuper-Mysters®,
and, accordingly, the Tsraelis are now dealing with the Frenech for the “lﬁ.ngu" 3 .
which, hmrmrer, cannot be delivered for another eighteen months, ¢ j
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The Ambassador said Tsrasl hasg convineing evidemce that the TRR alrsady has
¢ the MIG=19's 2nd thst some may alse have been deliversd to Irsq, Furthermurs, -
Soviet training erews have aprived in Fgypt. _ B

Agked if Lsrael hoiiem the TAR's fighter-pilots are beiter gualified thaz
formerly, the Ambagsador yaid that the UAR has gone to tramendous and suceessful
efforts to raise the quality of its training and inter-services coordination.

The Egyptians bad lgarned the most important lasson %0 be gained from their experi-
encas in the Sinad, have eddressed uunsiltismble effort to improving the salibre

of thelr offiser gorps,

Egypt' g improved militzry posture has undarscored a question, broeseched with
the State Department over a yesr ago, of Isreel's ability to meet a sudden air
attack, The Ambassador desoribed Israel sz a seall eountry with no defense in
depth, a marpew ten-mile walst, and greatest dimengions no more than 50 miles by
350 miles. The AR has twenty-six airfields in the twe provinces, and by virtue
of geographic advantage can shuttle beck and for#h over Israel, which has only
three operationa) fields plus a fourth civilian airfield which could be pressed
into use in a crisis, A1l this means that Israel's jJet fighter capaeity could be
knocked cut immedlately and the country's communieations system destroyed, thus
crantdng great difficulties for man power mobilizatiom, which depends on quick
sommunications with a large reserve to sugment @ small standing army., Antlcipeting
the wulnerability that is now rapidly dnnlophg, Israel a yesr ago asked the

. United States for anti-airveraft missiles, ; A1V L
‘l"*.r')«

Wr, Budy asked the details of wm

"..hﬁﬂtﬂm ' |

Government 48 support of its request. or Ha lod that Termel wamted -
WW,MMWu-W- Tensiv = ontdeiomadr missile whish |
amtb«mdoftauhu{;ﬁhmn; : purpess of dafending

Tsrael’s airfields, The mamwwmm sccording to the =
‘&WM,%MM!dekMMﬁlmmmmm 2R g
Israslis that if new fastars emerged this mmma be MM P 5’
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e e, Bundy asked the m&- how the m@ ‘i o
',h;*f requirement for deterrent upndm 1's asesssmen Y
~ moving inbo & state of arms imbalance in the WAR's i l
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Washington. Howsver, the United States did not wish to intyreduce offensive
equipment in the Middle Zcet snd advised Israel to seek its major requiremsnis

from "traditional sources®™, orincipally the French and the British, The United
States had agread to sell eariy-warning equipment on three-year oredit terks and
an Israsl electroalss team recently complated a tour of United States installa-
tions and factories to become agouainted wiith the eouivments 1t has now rebturmed
to Israel, which is in the process of deciding whether or not to place am order,

At the same time, imbassador Herman contioued, the United States agreed to
take inte comaideration the additional burden placed on the sconomy by Israel'sa
dafense requirements, While unwilling to finance such procurement directly, the
ITaraelis had bsen informed, the United States would siudy the impact of arms
expenditures in congldering Isrsel's applications in the several categories of
&‘i.dt

Mr, Bundy askad the Ambassador if he wes reopening the requsst for missiles
or merely signslling the fact that such a request was in the offing,

Ambassador Harman said he was not under instruction, even to signal the
poseibility of such a reguest, but that Israel is now reviewing its cireumstances
in the light of the UAR's acquisition of the MIG-19,

Ambassador Harman mentloned briefly the possibility of regional disarmament,
which might be easily aschieved in the Near Bast by agreement among the big
powers, inasmuch 25 all countrles there are obliged to look to the major powers
for "deadly stuff", Because of the volatility of the area the introduction of
each new device in the offensive field carries with it great changes.

Tsrael’s Atomlc Reastor

Mr. Bundy asked the Ambassador if Tsrsel's construction of an atomic reactor
does not represent the intreduction of Just the sort of sensitive factor he was

speaking about,

Ambassador Harman said that Israel has no intention of manufacturing the
bomb and the reactor itself ia three or four ysars away from operation,

Mr., Bundy pressed the point of the development's impact om Arad opinionm,
Ambsssador Harman replied that the mamnmer of its revelation to the world had
ereated unnecessary tensien., It had ":ptnd out” in am unfortunate manner,
Asked for details, Ambassador Harman it had been lesked ouwt guite wnnecessarily,
~ in truth had had an adverse effect in the ares, Nasser threatening to mobilize
fowr million men, all of which had been very unpleasant for Israel.

He sald the sensational speculation was W foundation, and, as he had
indicated to the Secretary of State, Israel has mo intention for uses other than
peaceful. A visit to the reactor, in which this Govermment had expressed an
fnberest, probably would be arranged by Ben-Oupion if he were restored to power in
the weke of the present Cabinet criais. Mr. Bundy's suggestion that he had no
doubt Ben-{urion, who might be regarded as the Sehumann~Heink of the political
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roturn W Israel's premiersiip was recelved good-
¥, Pundy prassed imbatsador Harman on the question
oncern with the E.L?Jmlt‘- enargy development,

ior Harman deprecated its lmportange, He said it is a small reacter,
7 UAR were to anncunce & similar development, even one much larger, to
Hoated to tha same pwrposes intended Tor Isvael's, his Government would nod

negernad,

il

iy, Bundy remariked »n the magnitude of the sxpenditure whieh must be repre-
ented by such a developmeni, but Ambsssador Harman seid that it is modest in
seopa, to De devoted sxclusively to sclentific experimentation apd the tralning

f a corps of scientists who, fii‘t.:en years from now, would be an important
sset, if by that time the great povers had made a "break-through" to establish
eaceful nses on an econvmic hasis,

Ambagsador Harman suzrested again bthat the United States would be well-advised
to songider disarmawent for the area, A subsidiary benefit would be halting the
flow of Communist srms to Afriea., He said Israel intelligence reveals that
Communisgt elsments in African countries are receiving arms, not direectly from the
Soviets but with the UAR as an entrepot,

The Jordan Biver Problam
K

Mr. Bundy asked the Ambassador how he assessed the Jordan Valley problem and
the posaibility of ocutside help for its solution,

Ambassador Harman reminded Mr, Bundy of the Eriec Johnston mission's fallure
to achieva agreement among the several riparian states for an egquitable divigion
of the waters, the Plan having been agreed upon by the techniclans but feiling
when submitted to the Arab govermments. Since then, he sald, the Department of
! State had agreed to a modus operandi under which it would assist separate but
. parallel developments in Isrsel and Jordan which would remain within % Ihiil
- established by the Johnston Plan,

!;1 When Mr. Bundy asked if this approach is feasibls to the m‘ feld
. realization of the Johmston concept, Mr. Gazit said that the impondarable is ih_s

-1; question of Jordanian ability, from the standpoimt of its relations with its
ﬁl neighbors; to view with equanimity Israel's hzm from the Jordan m ﬂt

sharse of the water, probably starting in la or 1963, oih

Jordan's m qf the tm*ml.x. _r

jwbassatior Harman indieated that the degres of politieal danger surre
the start of Israel's diversion ef the river would depend pn Jordsnian &

rela‘tivaly viable pgaition. e, M asked ﬂ m 43 cevert et I 1 Il- _‘__:‘ By

hetween Tsrael and Jordan on such problems l.nd wag informed that there 1s very
1ittle, so little, in fact, as to amount tc "no more than telepathy®. )
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He described the essence of the Plan as Israel's use of the m w*“'

2% the time, There would be no explosion if Jordan by that time were SI‘_«“:"' Ve, ;‘:.:: :
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The Ambassador describsd Jordan's econopic developmeni as import.ant not
only in the interests of the Jordanisas' welfare but besause Jordan's continued
existance is esssntial to the stability of the entire area, and for that reason
degerves any infusion of strength that the West is able to swpply,.

Arsb Refugeas

Dscussion of Jerdan's contribution to the stability of the area led direetly
to a statement velunteered by Ambassador Heymen that Iasrsel nas interested ibself
in and has discussed with the Department Jerdsn's evonomis development snd the
possibility of coupling it with efforts to move forward with the Arab refuges
problem. He described Jordan as an excellent proving ground for sfforts to dis-

perse the refugees because there are no political or ¢ivil barriers between the
rufngna and the rest of the populace, If & pool of 100,000 jobs could be
ereated in Jordan, it would draw off enmcugh of the refugees to begin a dispersal
from the camps and the disappearance of the problem. Mr. Bundy asked the
Ambassader if hs believes the Arabs are any more willing than before to consider
golutions, not involving a return to ITsrsel, Awmbagsador Harman replied that he
finde hope in the area's heightened interest in economic development, which might
make things possible now that were out of the question some years ago. The whole
area 1s development-minded,

¥r. Gazit suggested that an intelligent development of the Yarmuk would
provide ;0,000 of the 100,000 jobs mentionsd by Ambassador Harman,

Artummhangedaamwnmmmgrnmgtmmm
tranquillity of the area is mugh to be desired, Tarnelis departed with

- Mr, Bundy's sssurances that he would be glad to reoeive them at any time, He
4 mm,mtmumdmwammmmnmm
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