
Digital Archive
International History Declassified

digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org

December 21, 1955
Report by Overton on his visit to Radio Free Europe

in Munich

Citation:

"Report by Overton on his visit to Radio Free Europe in Munich", December 21, 1955,
Wilson Center Digital Archive, Obtained and contributed to CWIHP by A. Ross Johnson.
UK National Archives, FO 1110-743
https://wilson-center-digital-archive.dvincitest.com/document/134497

Summary:

Report by Foreign Office (IRD) official H.T.A. Overton on his visit to RFE between
November 24 and November 27, 1955. The report is focused on RFE’s news and
information operation and the balloon-leaflet operation. Overton viewed as RFE liabilities
the extent of autonomy granted to its exile broadcasters, its non-official status, and its
location in Bavaria. He notes an effort by Political Advisor William Griffith to encourage
the national broadcast services to include more coverage of the Western world and to
eliminate “the highly argumentative … script with no real substance to it.”  Attached is
an RFE summary of its Evaluation and Research Section and an RFE organizational chart.
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