Digital Archive

. . - digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org
International History Declassified

W Wilson
Center

November 14, 1950
Letter, Isa Yusuf Alptekin to Owen Lattimore

Citation:

"Letter, Isa Yusuf Alptekin to Owen Lattimore", November 14, 1950, Wilson Center
Digital Archive, Folder 14 "Sinkiang Refugees 1950-1951", Box 5, Subseries 3
(Correspondence), Series 4 (Owen Lattimore), Subgroup 2 (Administrative Records,
1924-1955), Record Group 08.010, Records of Walter Hines Page School of International
Relations 1923/1955, Ferdinand Hamburger Archives, Sheridan Libraries, Johns Hopkins
University. Obtained by Charles Kraus.
https://wilson-center-digital-archive.dvincitest.com/document/134652

Summary:
Isa Yusuf Alptekin recounts his experiences in Xinjiang in the 1940s and his flight to
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assistance in having exiled students from Xinjiang go to the United States for further
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Ex Secretary General,
Govermment of Turkistan,
at present C/0 Post Box No. 53,
Srinagar Kashmir-India,
Dated Srinagar,the 14th Nov, t5¢

My dear Mr, Owen Iattimore,
I hope you must be remembering

the day of 1941 when I férst met you in Chunking,China with
Mr., Masud Sabri,Ex Governor,Turkistan, It was really happy occa-
sion for me to meet you there,I am the same man Isa Yusuf Alipa-
takin, who has now come over to Srinagar Kashmir as refygee -

© with so many of my counttymen,You would I hope ,wish to know
the circumstances which compelled me to come over to this Pla-
ce as refugge and leave my country,

In 1944,as you know,when the people of Ili rose again.
st the then Govermment of Turkistan,I, Mr, Masud Sabri and Mr,
Mohd Emin Bhogra were in China.,We were however called by the
Central Government of China back to Turkistan,In 1947 the Na-
tionalist party was asked to form the £mxm Government and Mr,
Masud Sabri was made Governor,Mr, Mohd Emin Bhogra as Deputy
Governor and myself as Secretary General,This is all well known
to you, I hope,

In 1948 when Chinese Communists after capturing
Peking were advancing towards Nanking,General Chimmg Chif Ch
who was at that time the Commander-in-Chief of the Head Quarter:s
for Military and Political Affairs got our Govermment replaced
and gave the Government in the hands of pro Rusgian commnists,
He accordingly got one Burhan Shahedi, as you know, EEX appoine
ted as @overnor of Turkistan and one of his own men as Secretary
General,The policy of the Natiomalist @overnment had always
been to secure complete freedom for the people of Turkistan, Be-
cause of the pro Russian rule in Turkistan we had to face many
difficulties and hardships,The Naetionalist party wanted to se-
cure full National autonomy for the people of Turkistan from the
Chinese Government,The Chinese Government instead subjected us
to this pro Russian supermacy and miseries,k We always remaineg
against it and tried to free our country from this autocratic
pro Russian rule,We never wanted that Russian so rule our -
country again as was done in the days of Shianhi Sy, the hard.
ships of whose rule were still fresh in our nminds.Mr, ILue Meng
Cheng who was secretary General of the Head Quarters for Mili.
tary and Political Affairs joined hands unofficially with the
Chinese Communists in 1949,General Tao Ghih Yao,Commanier-in-
Chief of the Nationalist army in Turkistan also Jjoined hands
with him and became party to his activities,Governor Burhan also
Joined them,These three men got replaced all non-commnist mem.
bers of the Govermment Machimmery and decided to lay their arms
@fore the communists unofficially, e ¢
sion.Thia.surrender meaht in fact tﬁg‘Buiﬁgagecggggogfoégisog§Ci-
land again, the consequences of which were still fresh in our min¢
des.We had no sufficient foree or strength by which we mould have
d=fended our country from this communist invasion and save it y
therefore decided to leave our country with the hope that witﬁ 9
the help of other beace laving countries of the world who love
Peace and democracy,we would be able to save our country fropm
this co 148 ip,So we left on 20%h September 1989 with oth
countz Trin : er
rymen ring of our escape a strong sensation spread
gggggé;?esgfge§u¥éople of our counrty who feared the return of
e once i
ded to escepe with us. again in Turkistan,They therefore degi-
We along with hundreds of u
border.By this time the C-in-C- of the North Wenternm oo olod the
the Gov £ ommand ang
: etho §rn0r of Turkistan had surrendered to the Communits and
n the beginning of October 1989 4y, Communist A

towards ILadakh After crossing i

‘ . € moutains, impassable ] -

:;rzg:gd facing unbearable hardshiys ié tﬁe way,rezzggdaggd:ih
0d December 1949,After reaching Ladakh we came to knc.
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that some 789 of our countrymen had also reached ILadakh as re-
fugees after crossing moutaneous paths and after surrendering
arms ,ammunition,valuables and extra clothing to the ruthless
chinese soldiers at the border.As the refugees plodded through
the treacherous snow and ice in a desperate race against time
when their food would be gone and their animals dead,they were
forced to sbandon their relatives,friends and even wives who
could go no farther,Under this forced march in altitudes upto
18000 feet where the thin air made the blood gush from the
nostrils of men and aniikals alike,the animals began to die off
rapidly.Finally large number of persons were afoot and often
found the going impossible in & feet deep snow and glossy ice,
Many had no tents and lay exposed,Mothers nursing children
found their bones frozen as they tried to shelter their infants
in enfolded armse arms which had soon frozen hands,In this terri
ble journey besides the many people who were left in the way
54 persons and about 470 horses and pack horses died.49 persons
got theit hands and feet frozen and thus got crippled.Property
worth about one million rupees was either lost or left in the
way e :
on reaching ILadakh,we had to stay there for some
timeas both the routes,air and land were blocked due to snow &
bed weather,During this stay the prices of commidities whot up
and about 220 persons had to return to their country owing to
finencial weakmess and other reasons.® 568 persons ceme over to
Srinagar,out of these about 400 persons proceeded to Mecca
and some more than 100 are now left in Srinagar, '
Regarding the facilities which were afforded by the
Indian and Kashmir Governments,I may say that the Indian Govt.
allowed these refugees who were mostly without passports to ent
Tndian territwy and that too without any gsearch,Sick injured ana
ola people were altordea medical aid ana the alilng were allil-
tted into the Government Hospitalsat Ieh and Srinagar.A small
dispensary was also opened at Serai Safa Xadal,Srinagar for
the treatment of sick and ailing,Serai Safa Kadal is the present
abode of these refugees in Srinagar.,More than 300 of these re-
fugees including,men,women and children were evacuated by air
from Iadakh to Srinagar without any charges,The Kasghmir Govt.
jgsued rations to these refugees at very moderate rates.In short
all possible help was afforder to these refugees by the Indian
and Kashmir Governments xm 8e rmuch se the Hon8ble Sheikh Mohd
prime Minister of Jammu and Kashmir was pleased to visit these
refugees personally and was kind enoufh in donating a sum of
rupees 5000/- for their aid,
AB you are freedom and peace loving man of a peace
loving country and fully in know of Asian affairs,and so I
thought it proper to apprise you of & the above mExiiix details
and thought that this would be of some use to you.
on reaching Srinagar,I called on His Excellency
the Ambassador of U,S.A in India and requested him for some
financial help for these destitues and also requested His Ex-
cellency for acceptance of some of refugee students for free
eduactional training in America.,His Excellency was pleased to
promise all possible help,but so far no such help was received
by us.America is helping most of the countries of the world
and we hope that she will have the same helping hand on us and
save us from the present misfortune.When we left our country
we thought tha* America would help us but on coming to this
place we have been much disheartened, Two persons had come from
the Embassy for the interview of these refugee students and
left after taking necessary details.Since then we have not
heard anything from them or the Tmbassy.Our helpless students
are patiently waiting for the same,l therefore request you to
kindly recommend our pitiable case to your Government and get
our students accepted by them ,
Moreover I have heard that you have published a book
introducing Turkistan to the world. I would rgquest you to
kindly send me 2 copies of this publication,lf possible,
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I would also request you to kindly intimate me if Mr, Dila.
va Foyeh is putting up with you there.If so kindly convey my
respects to him requesti-ng him to write to me sometimes,

You may also kindly write to me and be in correspondence with
me if possivle,

With best wishes and hopes,

You;s Sincerely,
.ﬁ"‘c. e | c".-,) ‘U""’



