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Summary:

Canadian officials warned of disagreement to come between the Europeans and the
Americans over the “zero option,” the longstanding proposal to reduce both US and
Soviet INF to zero. This dispatch from Brussels reported “substantial unhappiness”
amongst the Europeans that the United States and the Soviet Union would discuss
disarmament “even if neither of them believed in it.” Nuclear deterrence had prevented
war in Europe for the preceding four decades, and US-Soviet discussions of disarmament
only made it even more difficult to convince public opinion of deterrence’s continued
importance
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© ———ZERO OPTION AND THE EUROPEANS
CONVERSATIONS WE HAVE EAD TEIS WEEK WITH POLITICAL DIRCTEOR AT MFA
(DE SCHOUTHEETE)AND MFA ADVISOR IN PMS OFFICE CONFIRM BELGIAN
SCEPTICISM ABOUT ZERO OPTION.ACCORDING TO BOTH MEN,0TEER EUROPEANS
ARE ALSO CONSIDERABLY MORE NEGATIVE THAN THEY ARE PREPARED T0 LET ON
INPUBLIC. '
: 2.DE SCEOUTHEETE SAID MORE SPECIFICALLY TEAT EEC FOREIGN MINISTERS
o DIUSCUSSION ON 25FEB HAD REVEALED SUBSTANTIAL UNHAPPINESS ABOUT
FACT TEAT USSR AND USA WERE ENGAGED IN OPEN DISCUSSION OF TOTAL
z NUCLEAR DISARMAMENT,EVEN IF NEITHER OF THEM BELIEVED IN IT.FACT
WAS TEAT THERE EAD BEEN NO/NO VAR IN EUROPE IN FORTY NUCLEAR
YEARS,AND TEAT TEERE HAD BEEN TWO DISASTROUS WARS IN PREVIOUS
FORTY NON-NUCLEAR YEARS.YET IT STILL REMAINED DIFFICULT TO CONVINCE
EUROPEAN PUBLIC OF CONTINUED VALUE OF DETERRENT; PRESENT STANCE OF TWO
SUPER POWERS WOULD ONLY MAKE IT MORE SO.
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3.FRENCE IN PARTICULAR WERE ADAMANT THAT NOTHING CONCERNING FORCE
DE FRAPPE SHOULD BE DISCUSSED QUOTE DIRECTLY OR INDIRECTLY UNQUOTE
VITE USSR.BY TEIS THEY MEANT TEAT NOT/NOT ONLY DID TEEY RULE OUT
DIRECT DISCUSSION OF FRENCH DETERRENT,TEEY ALSO DID NOT/NOT LIKE
AMERICANS CONSIDERING CONCESSIONS THAT TOOK ACCOUNT OF IT EVEN
INDIRECTLY.BRITISE,HE DAIS,BAD SIMILAR VIEWS,THOUGE THEY WERE

LESS POINTED THAN FRENCE IN EXPRESSING THEM.

4.DE SCHOUTHEETE ADDED THAT BELGIANS WERE NOT/NOT ESPECIALLY
CONCERNED ABOUT MISSILES DEPLOYED ON THEIR O¥N TERRITORY.THEIR
POSITION WAS VERY CLEAR:THEY WOULD DISMANTLE IF THERE WERE AN
AGREEMENT BETWEEN TEE USSR AND USA ALONG THE LINES FORESEEN LAST
YEAR VEEN THEY ACCCEPTED STATIONING OF THE MISSILES (OURTEL ZVGRO245
15MAR85) .IN ANY CASE,TEE CRUISE SEEMED T0 A SURPRISING EXTENT T0
EAVE DISAPPEARED AS A PROBLEM IN BELGIUM.FLEMISH SOCIALISTS HAD
NOT/NOT DONE WELL WITE IT AS AN ISSUE IN THE OCT ELECTIONS,AND TEE
PRESS WAS NOW PRETTY WELL SILENT ON THE MATTER.IN CIRCUMSTANCES,
IT LOOKED AS THOUGE THE GOVT COULD AFFORD TO BE REASONABLY RELAXED.
5.VISIONS OF A NON-NUCLEAR EUROPE WERE ANOTHER MATTER.IN THE

FIRST PLACE,BELGIANS DID NOT/NOT BELIEVE THAT USSR WOULD GENUINELY
BE PREPARED T0 LIVE VITH CONDITIONS NECESSARY FLRCMSDVEKSYJUK
REGIME.BUT IF EVER THEY LOOKED LIKE DOING SO,WESTERN EUROPEANS
WOULD EAVE TO ASK WHETHER IT WAS IN TEEIR OWN INTEREST,GIVEN
ENORMOUS ADVANTAGES IN TERRITORY AND CONVENTIONAL STRENGHT WHICE
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_ USSK ENJOYED.THIS,BOTH MEN REPEATED,WOULD BE DIFFICULT TO GET
ACROSS TO EUROPEAN PRESS AND PUBLIC,BUT THEY WERE LIKELY T0
'5f'a£vggmo TRY.BOTE PRIME MINISTER AND FOREIGN MINISTER APPEARED TO
SEARE TEAT VIEW,AND WOULD BE TALEKING ALONG TEOSE LINES IN PUBLIC
‘70 EXTENT THAT IT WAS POLITICALLY REALISTIC T0 DO SO.
| CCC/209 2712247 ZVGRO242 ' |
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