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Summary:
The telegram shows the State Department requesting the US Embassy in Tokyo to learn

more about Japanese thinking on a second reprocessing plant and why Japanese MITI
and JAERIA held different views on this issue.

Original Language:
English
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SUBJECT: JAPANESE RePRUCESSINwL PLANS

ReF: TuxyO 14582 —
1 SECHET = ENTINKE TEXT(,

2o OEPARTMENT FAOUNY INFURMATION UN JAPANESE REPROCESSING

PLANS I REFTEL VERY INTERESTINLG, PaRTICULAKLY PARA 2,

REPURTING CuNCLUSIONS OF JAERI 5TUDY, nQwEVER, wWe wOTE

THAT [HMFORMATION GIVEN O SCICOUNS PARA 9 INDICATES ag
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LEAST PART UF GOJ STRONGLY IM FAVUR OF CONSTRUCTION OF
REPROCESSING FACILITY, Wk ALSO NUTE THAT JHFS TARKING
PUSITIONn THAT CONSTwUCTLOn OF SPEnNT FUEL >TuRAGE FACILITY
MIGAT Bt PHASE QNE OF RePROCESSING PLANT LDNSTRUCTION. Wk
AL EIND STATEMENT THAT US VIEWS ON REPRUCESSING AKE NQT

CLEAR (PARA 11}, INTERESTING SINCe wE HaVe mREPEATEDLY DI&=
CUSED TrIs I3UE WITH JAPANESE OFFICIALS,

3. We whubuy LIKE TO LEARN MOKE AgOUT JAPAMESE FLANS, BuT
RECOLNIZE ThAT THIS I> a VERY DELICATE SJBJEECT, A5 YOu
KnOwy, JAPANESe PLANS UN REPROCESSING naAvE beEN THe SUBJECT
Or SENSITIVE COMVERSATIUNS WwITH YATABE, wWnO WILL BE HERE
NUVEMBER 14, AN() 3EaR A DLRECT RELATIUNSHLIP TO QUK
NEGOTIATTUNS wITH ThHE JAPANESE ON TOKAIl MuRa, abLal, pliH

OFFICIALS UF THE MECENTLY ESTABLISHED JAPANESE INUUSTHY
DONGANIZATION wILL BE LN #aSAINSTON SO0ON, ANy wILL SeE
A5FISTANT SRCRETARY PICRERING,

4, FQR THESE REASQNS, nE OU NOT eELIEVE IT AUVISABLE TU
RAISE THIS SUGJECT #ITH JAPANESE uFFICIald AT THIS TInmE,
BUT ~uULD LIKE aNY AODITIONAL INFURMATION THAT YOU MAY
HaVE ON CUHRENT JaPaNeSg THINKING On REPRUCESSING, WE
WUULO AFPRELCIATEZ CLARIFICATION (F ApPaReal LONTRAUICTLION
OF JAER] »TUDY COWELUSIUNS ANG MITI VIEwWS. #%E YulUL? ALSU
LIKE EMBASSY'S ASSESSMENT OF wHETAER JNFS VIEwS INOICaTE
THAT GOJ mIGHT wOrK DuT INTERNAL COMPRONMISE amUOnG ITS
VARIOUS AGENCLES IN WAY THAY uwOJ wOyLO pECOME CuMMITTeO
TOU A TYy PHASE PLAN THAT nwOuLL LEAD DvER TIME TO CONSTRUC=
TION UF REPRULESSING PLANT, MUSKIE
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