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E.O. 11652: GDS

TAGS: PFOR KN EG

SUBJ: EGYPT REPORTEDLY EXPELS NORTH KOREAN DIPLOMATS

 

REF: CAIRO 15139

 

1. EMBOFF DISCUSSED CONTENTS REFTEL WITH MOFA INFORMATION DIVI-

SION II DIRECTOR KIM CHOE-YONG AND MID-EAST DIVISION DIRECTOR

MUN CHU-WAN NOVEMBER 5. MUN SAID HE HAD NOT HEARD OF REPORT

OF EGYPTIAN EXPULSION OF 8 NORTH KOREAN DIPLOMATS. KIM SAID,

HOWEVER, THAT REPORT HAD COME FROM "INFORMATION OFFICER"

IN ROK CONGEN CAIRO WHO HAD LEARNED OF "RUMORED" EXPULSION

FROM CAIRO-BASED CBS TV CORRESPONDENT JOHN W. SHEAHAN AND E.

ELDIN SHAWKAT OF AL AHRAM RESEARCH AND MATERIAL SECTION.

ACCORDING TO THESE TWO MEN EIGHT NORTH KOREAN DIPLOMATS

IN CAIRO WERE APPREHENDED BY EGYPTIAN POLICE "ONE WEEK BEFORE

OCTOBER 19" WHILE SELLING BLACK MARKET GOODS. THEY WERE

SECRETLY DEPORTED BY CAIRO GOVERNMENT ACCORDING TO RUMOR. KIM

SUGGESTED THAT EMBASSY CAIRO MAY WISH TO CHECK STORY FURTHER

WITH SHEAHAN AND SHAWKAT REPORTED EXPULSION WAS NOT UNLIKE SECRET

EXPUSLSION OF NORTH KOREAN AMBASSADOR FORM CAIRO IN 1971. KIM SAID IT

 

WAS WELL KNOWN IN CAIRO THAT EGYPTIANS HAD AT THAT TIME SUSPECTED
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NORTH KOREANS OF SMUGGLING WATCHES INTO EGYPT. WHEN NORTH
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KOREAN EMBASSY RECEIVED TWO BOXES WHICH EGYPTIANS SUSPECTED

CONTAINED CONTRABAND WATCHES EGYPTIANS ARRANGED TO HAVE ONE BOX

DROPPED ON GROUND SO THAT IT BROKE REVEALING SMUGGLED WATCHES.

EGYPTIANS THEN EXPELLED NORTH KOREAN AMBASSADOR BUT DID SO SECRETLY

AND WITHOUT PUBLICITY BECAUSE OF DESIRE TO AVOID EMBARRAS-

SING NORTH KOREANS.

 

3. KIM SAID EGYPTIANS DESIRE TO AVOID EMBARRASSMENT FOR NORTH

KOREANS STEMMED FROM COMBINATION OF FACTORS NOT LEAST OF WHICH

WAS PRERSONAL RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN PRESIDENT SADAT AND KIM

IL-SUNG ESTABLISHED DURING SADAT VISIT TO PYONGYANG. KIM ALSO

SAID EGYPT-NORTH KOREA MILITARY RELATIONSHIP WAS IMPORTANT

FACTOR IN EGYPTIAN DESIRE NOT TO EMBARRASS NORTH KOREANS

PUBLICLY.

 

4. KIM SAID ROKS WOULD PROBABLY SEEK OPPORTUNITY TO HAVE STORY

OF NORTH KOREAN EXPULSION FROM EGYPT PUBLISHED IN NEWSPAPERS

IN SOME MIDDLE EAST COUNTRY. HE SAID IN PAST ROK HAD ARRANGED

TO HAVE SUCH STORIES PUBLISHED IN LEBANON BUT IN VIEW OF CIVIL

WAR THERE THIS NOT NOW POSSIBLE AND ROKS WOULD PROBABLY TRY

SOMEPLACE ELSE.

 

5. COMMENT: ROKG APPEARS TO SMELL BLOOD AND MOFA JUDGMENT

MAY BE ADVERSELY AFFECTED THEREBY. WE ARE INCLINED TO AGREE

THAT ENTIRE STORY OF NORTH KOREAN EXPULSION SEEMS TO REQUIRE

SUBSTANTIATION BEFORE IT CAN BE CONSIDERED MORE THAN A RUMOR.

NONETHELESS, IN VIEW OF LIKELIHOOD THAT SOME ELEMENT OF ROKG,

PROBABLY ROK CIA, WILL TRY TO GET STORY PUBLISHED IN SOME

OTHER MID EAST COUNTRY IN ORDER TO FURTHER DISCOMFIT NORTH

KOREANS, EMBASSY CAIRO MAY WISH TO TRY TO PIN DOWN ORIGINS

OF STORY WITH SHEAHAN AND SHAWKAT. END COMMENT.
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