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10 anpensa 1957 r.
CoBepLIeHHO CeKpeTHO
Ocoboli BaXKHOCTH

LK KNCC
ToBapuwy XPYLLEBY H.C.

[oknagbiBaemM 0 COCTOSAHUM NOATOTOBKU K MEePBOMY MYyCKY MEXKOHTUHEHTasIbHON
bannnctmnyeckon paketnbl P-71.[1]

1. 20 dheBpans c. r. Ha OrHeBoM cTeHae ObIS10 BNepBble NPoOBeAEeHO CTEHA0BOE
NCNbITAaHNE paKeTbl B LLesIOM (NakeT). ABuraTenbHble YCTAaHOBKWU NaKeTa pa3BMBau
Tary 398 ToHH. [pn 3ToM LeHTpasibHasa pakeTa paboTana NONHbIA pecypc BpeMeEHN
(283 cekyHpbl), a YeTblpe BOKOBLIX B LensAX NpefoCcTOPOXXHOCTU paboTann 20 ceKyHA
(nonHoe Bpemsa paboTbl 115 cekyHpa).

McnbiTaHWe NpoLwno C yAOB/ETBOPUTENIbHBIMUY pe3ybTaTaMu.

2. 30 MapTa c. I. 6bIJ10 NPOBEAEHO BTOPOE UCMbITaHNE PAKEThLI B LIESIOM Ha MOJIHbLIN
pecypc BpemeHu paboTbl NP MakCUMasbHOW TAre ABMraTeslbHbIX YCTAaHOBOK
LEeHTpasibHOW 1 BOKOBbLIX paKeT.

PaboTa npoluia TakXe yaoBAeTBOPUTENbHO.

OTu OBa NMyCKa 0aloT BO3SMOXHOCTb MPUCTYMNMNTb K NIETHLIM UCMbITaHNAM Ha
nosiroHe.

3.2 MapTa c. r. c 3aBoaa Ne 88 MuHMUCTepcTBa 060OPOHHOM NPOMbILLIIEHHOCTW NepBas
JleTHasa pakeTa oTnpaB/ieHa Ha Hay4yHo-nccnenoBaTeNnbCKUM NCMbITAaTESbHbIN
nonnroH MmHmnctepctea obopoHbl CCCP. C 12 MapTa C. I'. Ha NONIUIoOHEe BeayTCs
MOAroTOBUTENIbHbIE PaboThbl K 3aMyCKy 3TON paKeThl.

4. B nepuog ¢ 5 no 15 mapTa €. r. Ha NOAUIroH oTnpasseHbl 450 cneunanncToB AN
paboTbl MO NOAFOTOBKE pakeTbl K MycKy. OCTanbHOM JINYHbIA COCTaB, HeEOBXoaANMbIN
0N ncnblTaHnn, otTbbiBaeT B banxanwme 7-8 aHen.

5. Hay4Ho-nccnenoBaTenbCKUIA UCMbITaTENIbHbIA NOJIMFOH CO BCEMU Cy>Xbamu:
CTapTOBOM NO3ULMEN, TEXHUYECKOWN NO3nNLMEN, CpeacTBaMn N3MEPEHNS 1
HabnogeHns 3a NosieToM, CpencTBaMm CBA3M MO BCeW Tpacce noseTta, cpeacrsamu
yrnpaB/eHNsA pakeTon B noaeTe u Apyrumm cnykbamm K nepBomy NycKy pakeThbl
FOTOB.
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6. Komuccma no npoBeneHnto UCnbITaHUN pakeTbl C aBrycta 1956 r. segeT
cucteMmaTumydeckyto paboTy no noarotoeke K Nycky n 10-15 anpensa c. r. otbbiBaeT Ha
MeCTO MCNbITaHWIA.

O paTe roToBHOCTU K MYCKY A0JIOXKMM C MeCTa UCMbITaHUMN.
B. Psbukos, C. Kopones

MomeTa: «[lonoxxeHo Ha 3acenaHun lNpesmanyma UK. XpaHnTb B apxuse
Mpe3sngmnyma LK KICC. 16.1Y.57 r. B. ManunH».

Al PO, Kowtekunsa gokyMmeHToB. [MoganHHUK. Moanucn - aBTorpadeobl.

[1] CnoBa v UM pbl, BAUCaAHHbIE OT PYKN, HabpaHbl KYpCUBOM.
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10 April 1957
Top Secret
of Especial Importance

to the CPSU CC [Central Committee]
to Cde. N. S. KHRUSHCHEV

We are reporting about the state of preparations for the first launch of the R-7
intercontinental ballistic missile.[1]

1. On 20 February of this year a [static] stand test of the missile (cluster) as a whole
was conducted on a [static] firing stand for the first time. The propulsion systems of
the cluster developed a thrust of 398 tons. While this was done the central rocket
operated for a full time span (283 seconds), and four side [rockets] operated for 20
seconds (full time of operation 115 seconds) as a precaution.

The test passed with satisfactory results.

2. 0On 30 March a second test of the missile as a whole was conducted for the full time
span at the maximum thrust of the propulsion systems of the central and side
rockets.

The test also went satisfactorily.
These two firings provide an opportunity to begin flight tests at a test range.

3. The first flight [model] of the rocket was sent from Plant N° 88 of the Ministry of
the Defense Industry to a Scientific-Research Test Range of the USSR Ministry of
Defense on 2 March of this year. Preparatory work to launch this rocket has been
carried out at the test range since 12 March.

4. Four hundred and fifty specialists were sent to the test range between 5 and 15
March to work on preparing the rocket for launch. The remaining personnel needed
for tests will leave in the next 7-8 days.

5. The Scientific-Research Test Range with all the services - launch site, maintenance
area, instrumentation and flight observation, communications equipment along the
entire flight path, in-flight missile control equipment, and other services - are ready
for the first launch of the rocket.

6. Since August 1956 the commission to conduct the rocket tests has been
performing systematic work to prepare for the launch and is going to the test location
between 10 and 15 April.

We will report the date of readiness for launch from the test site.
V. Riabikov, S. Korolev

Note: "Reported at a CC Presidium meeting. Store in the CPSU CC Presidium archives.
16 April 1957. V. Malin."
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FIRST PUBLISHED IN: V. I. Ivkin and G. A. Sukhina, eds., Zadacha osoboi
gosudarstvennoi vazhnosti: iz istorii sozdaniia raketno-iadernogo oruzhiia i raketnykh
voisk strategicheskogo naznacheniia (1945-1959 gg.): sbornik dokumentov (Moscow:
ROSSPEN, 2010), 550-551.

[1] The words and figures inserted by hand were in italics.


#_ftn_GoBack0

