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16 masa 1957 r.

CosepLueHHo cekpeTHo [JLUEHTPAIbHbIA KOMUTET
KOMMYHUCTUYECKOW MAPTW COBETCKOIO COKO3A [
NJoknapnobl BaeM:

15 mag 1957 roga B 19.05 No MOCKOBCKOMY BPEMEHU NPOMN3BEAEH MEepPBbIN
3KCMepMMeHTaNbHbIN MYyCK pakeTbl P-7.

3agayen NnepBoro nycka rno nporpamMMe siBAAI0Ch: NPOBepKa TEXHUKKN CTapTa n
pasaesieHne rnepBon N BTOPON CTYMeHEN pakeThl.

MpenBapuTesbHblE pe3ysbTaTbl MyCKa caefyowme: CTapT pakeTbl NpoLlen
HOPMaJIbHO 1 MOJIET paKeTbl B Te4eHne nepBbix 70 ceKyHa NPOXoAns no
TpaekTopuu, 61M3KON K pacyeTHon. JanbHenwnin NoaeT BCAeACTBME BOSHUKLLUMX Ha
6opTy pakeTbl HemcnpaBHOCTEN Bbl1 HEHOPManbHbIM, U Ha 103 cekyHAe
OBUraTesibHas yCTaHOBKa PaKeTbl BbIK/OYMAACh C MOMOLLbIO aBTOMaTUYECKOMN
CUCTeMbl, MpeaHa3Ha4YeHHON A5 aBapUNHbIX CJlyYaes.

16 mas 1957 roga HangeHbl ABe N3 NATWM YacTen pakeTbl B 300 KM OT CTapTa W sieBee
B 10 KM OT AMpeKTpUcChl cTpenbbbl. [MOUCK OCTaNbHbIX TPeX YacTen NPOLAOIKAETCS.

[ns OKOHYaTEes/IbHOrO YCTAaHOBEHUS MPUYNH HEHOPMAJIBHOMO MoJiIeTa PaKeThl
Heobxoaumo pacwmngpoBaTb U obpaboTaTb 0kono 20 KM ocumanorpadmnyeckon
MJIEHKN C 3arNnCsMM pasInYHbIX NapaMeTPOoB PaKeThbl, NPOM3BEedEeHHbIX BO BpeMs
nycka v noneta. MNocne s3Toro byaeT NPUHATO peLleHne o NMyCcKe crieayloLlen pakeTbl.
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B. Pabukos, M. HegenunH, K. PygHes, C. Kopones [ 0

NomeTa: «XpaHUTb B apxuse lNpe3snanyma UK. 27.V.57. B. Mannu».

Al PO. Konnekunsa AoKyMeHToB. MNognmnHHUK. TenerpadHoe coobuieHue.
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16 May 1957
Top Secret

TO THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF THE
Communist PARTY OF THE SOVIET UNION

We report:

The first experimental launch of an R-7 rocket was made on 15 May 1957 at 1905
Moscow time.

According to the program the task of the first launch was: verification of the launch
equipment and the separation of the first and second stages of the rocket.

The preliminary results of the launch are as follows: the rocket launch went normally
and for the first 70 seconds the flight of the rocket went along a trajectory close to
the one planned. The subsequent flight was abnormal as a consequence of
malfunctions which arose on board the rocket, and at 103 seconds the propulsion
system of the rocket switched off with the aid of the automatic system designed for
emergency cases.

On 16 May 1957 two of the five parts of the rocket were found downrange 300 km of
the launch [site] and 10 km to the left. The search for the remaining three parts
continues.

It is necessary to interpret and process about 20 km of oscillograph film with
recordings of various parameters of the rocket made during the launch and flight to
finally establish the reasons for the abnormal flight of the rocket. After this a decision
will be made about the launch of the next rocket.

V. Riabikov, M. Nedelin, K. Rudnev, and S. Korolev
Note: "Store in the CC Presidium Archive. 27 May 1957. V. Malin,"

FIRST PUBLISHED IN: V. I. Ivkin and G. A. Sukhina, eds., Zadacha osoboi
gosudarstvennoi vazhnosti: iz istorii sozdaniia raketno-iadernogo oruzhiia i raketnykh
voisk strategicheskogo naznacheniia (1945-1959 gg.): sbornik dokumentov (Moscow:
ROSSPEN, 2010), 559.



