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lMpocuM paspewnTb MOArOTOBKY N NPOBeAEHME MepBbiX MYCKOB OBYX PaKeT,
NPUCNocobieHHbIX B BApMaHTE NCKYCCTBEHHbIX CMTYTHUKOB 3eMAU, B Mepuog anpesb
- MOHb 1957 r., 0o ohnymansHOro Havdyana MexxayHapogHOro reousnyeckoro roaa,
nposoasfweroca ¢ uonga 1957 r. no gekabps 1958 r.

<...> CornacHo peweHunto ot 30 aHBapa 1956 r. Ha 6a3e MEXXKOHTUHEHTa/IbHON
pakeTbl pa3pabaTbiBaeTCa pakeTa-HOCUTENb UCKYCCTBEHHOIO CNYyTHUKA 3eMn C
BECOM KOHTelnHepa cnyTHUKa okono 1200 Kr, Kyaa BXoauT 60/bLI0e KONMYeCcTBO
pa3Hoobpa3HoM annapaTypbl AN HAYy4YHbIX NCCNEe0BaHUN, NOAOMbITHbLIE XXUBOTHbIE
nT. Ao

MepBbI 3aMyCcK 3TOro CNyTHMKa ycTaHoBAeH B 1957 r. n, yunTtbiBas 6obLiyto
CJI0XKHOCTb B CO3AaHMn 1 oTpaboTke annapaTypbl A8 HAaYYHbIX UCCief0BaHWUNA,
Mo>XeT ObITb Npon3BedeH B KoHUe 1957 roga.

BmecTe ¢ TeM B CoeanHeHHbIX LLTaTax AMepukun BefeTcsa BeCbMa UHTEHCUBHAA
MOArOTOBKA K 3aMyCKY MCKYCCTBEHHOro cnyTHMKa 3emnun. Hanbonee nisectenH
MPOEKT Mo Ha3BaHMeEM «ABaHrapn» Ha 6a3ze TpexcTyneH4YaTon pakeThl, rae B
O[HOM 13 BapMaHTOB B Ka4yeCTBe NepBOWN CTYMeHN UCNOoIb3yeTCs pakeTa
«PepctoyH». CNyTHUKN NpeacTaBnatoT cobon wapoBnOHbIM KOHTENHEP AMaMeTpoM
50 cM n Becom okKoJo 10 Kr.

B ceHTa6pe 1956 r. CLUA caoenann nonbITKy 3anyCcTuTb Ha 6a3e MaTpuk, wTaT
dnopupa, TPEXCTYNEHYaTY0 PakeTy 1 Ha HeW CMYTHUK, COXPaHSasa 3TO B CEKpeTe.

AMepVIKaHLI,aM He yOanocCb 3anyCTUTb CAYTHUK, N TPEeTbA CTYNEHb NX PaKeThl,
Mo-BUANMOMY, C LLAPOBUAHbLIM KOHTENHepPOM npoJsieTena okosio 3000 Mmunb, unn
npuMmepHo 4800 KM, 0 4YeM OHU 0OBABUAM MOCsIE 3TOr0 B Me4YaTn Kak O BblAaoLLemMcs
HaUMOHaIbHOM pekopae U MoAYepKHYN MPU 3TOM, YTO aMepPUKaAHCKUE pakeThbl
neTarT AaJibLLUe U Bbllle BCeEX paKeT B Mnpe, B TOM HYNCJ1IE N COBETCKUMX PaKeT.

Mo oToeNnbHbIM CBeAeHUAM, nmerowmmcs B neyatn, CLUA rotoBsaTcsa B bamxkanume
MecCsUbl K HOBbIM MOMbITKaM 3arycka MCKYCCTBEHHOIO CNyTHUKa 3eMu, XKenas,
o4yeBUAHO, nobon LeHon fobnTbCa NpuopuTeTa.

Bonblwoe BHMMaHune B CLLUA yoenseTcsa Bcem cnyxbam HabnogeHns 3a byaywmm
MnoJsIeTOM UCKYCCTBEHHOIO CNyTHUKa 3eMaun, ons 4ero, noMMMO UCMOJIb30BaHUA
TexHn4yecknx cpencts apmunm n nota CLUA, WWMPOKO NpuBAeKaeTCs HaceneHue, B
YaCTHOCTU NMOBMTENN-aCTPOHOMbI, PpaanolbnTenn 1 BCe KenatLine BecTun
HabnogeHnsa nog obwmM pykoBooCcTBOM AKageMnmn Hayk.

JoknanbiBasi 0 COBPpEMEHHOM COCTOSIHUM BOMPOCa O BO3MOXXHOCTM 3arycKa B
6avxanwee BpeMs UCKYCCTBEHHOro cnyTHMKa 3emam B CCCP n B CLUA, npocum
0806puTb Cneaytolmne NpeanoXKeHns:

1. MpOMBbILWNEHHBIM MUHUCTEPCTBAM MO CJIOXKUBLLENCS Koornepauunm C y4acTmem
Akapnemun Hayk CCCP noarotoBuUTb Be pakeTbl B BapMaHTe UCKYCCTBEHHOr 0O
CMyTHUKa 3eMJI1 K 3anyCcKy B anpene - nioHe 1957 r.

2. OpraHusoBaTb aBTOPUTETHYIO KOOPONHALMOHHYIO MEXBELAOMCTBEHHYIO KOMUCCUIO
018 pyKoBoACTBa Bcemun paboTamum no nepBbiM ABYM 3anyCKaM NCKYCCTBEHHOIO
cnyTHukKa 3emnu B CCCP.

3. MpoBecTn HeobxoaNMbIE MEPONPUATUSA A8 UCMOJIb30BaHNSA BCEX MMEIOLMXCS B
pacrnops>xeHun AkageMmum Hayk CCCP 1 NpoMbILLNEHHbIX MUHUCTEPCTB TEXHUYECKNX
cpencTB un co3naTtb Ha Tepputopum CCCP B TpexMeCsyHbIN CPOK CUCTEMY
HabnooeHnn BCex BUOOB (PaanoTEXHUYECKUX, ONTUYECKMX 1 Ap.) 3a NOJIETOM
NCKYCCTBEHHOI 0 CNyTHUKa 3eMu.

4. Ony6anKoBaTb MO LLAPOBOMY KOHTENHEPY UCKYCCTBEHHOIrO CMyTHMKa 3eMin
MHGOpMaLUIO B rMeYaTu.



Wilson Center Digital Archive Translation - English

We request permission to prepare and conduct the first launches of two missiles
adapted in a variant [to launch] artificial Earth satellites in the period April - June
1957, before the International Geophysical Year being held from July 1957 through
December 1958.[1]

At the present time developmental testing of the [R-7] missiles is being conducted,
and by March 1957 the first missile will be prepared for launches in accordance with
the test program.

Preparatory work for the first launches of the missile are going on with considerable
difficulties and a postponement of the established deadlines; however, the results of
laboratory and static tests obtained so far allow [us] to confidently hope that with
concerted effort missile launches will begin by March 1957. Through some reworking
[we] can adapt a missile for launch in an artificial Earth satellite version having a
small payload in the form of instruments weighing about 25 kg.

Thus, the central core of the missile weighing 7700 kg and the spherical and
separable container of diameter 450 mm of the satellite proper weighing 40-50 kg,
can be launched into the orbit of an artificial satellite around the Earth at an altitude
of 225-500 km.

Among the instruments that can be installed on the satellite is a special short-wave
transmitter with power sources for 7-10 days of operation.

Two missiles adapted in this version can be prepared in April-June 1957 and launched
right after the successful launches of the intercontinental missile.

The launches of these missiles at the same time will allow [us] to verify in flight a
number of questions planned for verification by the missile' flight test program (the
launch, the operation of the engine assemblies of the side and central sections, the
operation of the control system, the separation activity, etc.)

According to the 30 January 1956 decision, a launch vehicle of an artificial Earth
satellite with a satellite container weighing 1200 kg is being developed based on [the
R-7] intercontinental missile, which includes a large quantity of diverse equipment for
scientific research, experimental animals, etc.

The first launch of this satellite has been set for 1957 and, considering the great
complexity in the creation and development of the apparatus for scientific research,
might be conducted at the end of 1957.

At the same time, quite intensive preparations for the launch of an artificial Earth
satellite are being conducted in the United States of America. The best known is the
project under the name Vanguard based on a three-stage rocket, where the Redstone
rocket is used as the first stage in one of the versions. The satellites are of the type of
a ball-shaped container of 50 cm diameter and about 10 kg weight.

In September 1956 the USA made an attempt to launch a three-stage rocket and a
satellite on it at the Patrick [Air Force] Base in Florida, keeping this a secret.[2]

The Americans did not manage to launch a satellite, and the third stage of their
rocket evidently with the ball-shaped container flew about 3000 miles, or about 4800
km, which they later announced in the press as an outstanding national record, and in
the process stressed that the American rockets fly further and higher than all the
rockets in the world, including Soviet rockets.
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According to independent information in the press the USA is preparing new attempts
to launch an artificial Earth satellite in the next few months, obviously hoping to
achieve priority at any price.

Great attention is being devoted in the USA to all observation services for the future
flight of an artificial Earth satellite, besides the use of the technical means of the US
Army and Navy, [there are plans] to make widespread use of the population, in
particular amateur astronomers, ham radio operators, and everyone desiring to
observe under the overall supervision by the Academy of Sciences.

In reporting on the current state of the question of the possibility of launching an
artificial Earth satellite in the USSR and the USA in the near future, we request the
following proposals be approved:

1. The industrial ministries through the cooperation which has developed with the
USSR Academy of Sciences are to prepare two rockets in the artificial Earth satellite
version for launch in April-June 1957.

2. Organize an authoritative Interdepartmental Coordination Commission to oversee
all the work on the first two launches of an artificial Earth satellite in the USSR.

3. Pursue the necessary measures to use all the technical means at the disposition of
the industrial ministries and the USSR Academy of Sciences and create a monitoring
system within three months of all types (radiotechnical, optical, and others) for the
flight of an artificial Earth satellite on Soviet territory.

4. Publish information in the press about the ball-shaped container of the artificial
Earth satellite.

FIRST PUBLISHED IN: M. V. Keldysh, ed., Tvorcheskoe nasledie akademika Sergeia
Pavlovicha Koroleva: izbrannye trudy i dokumenty (Moscow: Nauka, 1980), 369-370.

[1] The memorandum sent to the government by S. P. Korolev on 5 January 1957. As
a result of this letter (and a subsequent one dated 28 January 1957 that was
co-authored with a number scientific and industrial leaders), the Soviet Party and
government committed to the development and launch of two versions of the
simplest satellite, PS-1 and PS-2, to which part of the research program was
transferred which had originally been planned for Object D.

[2] This was a reference to the launch of the U.S. Army's Jupiter C missile on 20

September 1956. This was not a satellite orbital attempt but rather a long-range
ballistic flight test.
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